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BOOK V.

THE IMPERIAL RESTORATION.

CHAPTER L
THE FIRST YEAR OF THE WAR,
Authorities.

Sources :~—

Procorivs de Bello Gotthico,i. 5-7; ii. 26-38. BOOK V.
(When quotations are made thus, ii. 26, the reference is to the _¢%- L.
volume and page of the Bonn edition. When they are made
thus, De B. G. i. 5, the reference is to the book and chapter of
the History of the Gothic War'.)

It was ‘a truceless war’ which Justinian’s ambas- TheTruce-
sador had denounced against the cringing Theodahad ** """
when he heard of the murder of Amalasuntha. And
in truth all the schemings and machinations of the
Byzantine Court had been rewarded beyond their
deservings by as fair and honourable an excuse for
war as ever prince could allege. Lilybaeum and

3 A new and critical edition of the De Bello Gotthico of
Procoi;ius (greatly superior to the slovenly Bonn edition), with an
Italian translation, is being published at Rome by the Istituto
Storico Italiano, edited by Domenico Comparetti. Unfortunately
for me only the first book has yet appeared (1895).

VOL. 1IV. B



2 The First Year of the War.

BOOK . Gratiana, Sicilian forts and Hunnish deserters, had all

535

Troops
sent to

Dalmatia.,

faded into the background. The great Emperor now
appeared upon the scene in his proper character as
Earthly Providence, preparing to avenge, on an un-
grateful and cowardly tyrant, the murder of the noble
daughter of Theodoric. The pretext was better than
that put forth for the Vandal War, the foe infinitely
baser. At the same time it might perhaps be dis-
covered that, notwithstanding the ambassador’s brave
words about a truceless war, the Earthly Providence

was not unwilling to arrange terms with the mur-

derer if it could secure any advantage for itself by -
doing so.

In the summer of 535, nine years after Justinian’s
accession to the throne!, the armies were sent forth
from Constantinople, and the Gothic War began.

Troops, the number of whom is not stated, but
probably not more than 3000 or 4000, were sent by
land to invade the great Gothic province of Dalmatia,
on the east of the Hadriatic. This province (as was
explained in a previous volume?) was larger than the
present kingdom of Dalmatia, since it included also
a good deal of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Its capital
was still Salona, that great city close to which rose the
vast palace of Diocletian (now represented by half
of the modern town of Spalato), the city where Nepos
reigned after he had been driven érom the halls of the
Palatine, where his rival Glycerius chanted mass in

! Justinian’s reign commenced April 1, 526, The words of
Procopius do not necessarily imply that the war began on the
ninth anniversary of the aceession, and Peter’s report of his
mission could hardly reach Constantmople till June, 535.

# Vol. i. p. 678,



The Army of Dalmatia. 3

the basilica, where Odovacar avenged his murder by Book v.
the death of Ovida and Viator. o b

The commander of the Dalmatian army was himself Mo
a barbarian by birth, a Gepid of the name of Mundus ; s:naml
a man whose fiery valour was not chilled by age, and Dalmatian
who was heartily loyal to the Emperor!. It was m:’;a
Mundus who, during the sedition of the Nika, when
the throne of Justinian seemed rocking to its over-
throw, had penetrated with a band of Heruli to the
Hippodrome, where Hypatius at that moment was
being saluted as Emperor, and had, in co-operation
with Belisarius, by a ruthless massacre of the insur-
gents, succeeded in stamping out the rebellion. At
the outset of the present campaign his operations
were completely successful. The Goths who met his
invading army were defeated, and he marched on to
Salona, which he entered unopposed.

The chief interest, however, was excited by the Balisarius
Ttalian expedition, commanded by Belisarius, the suc- dor-ine
cessful combatant with Persia, the conqueror of Africa Pha Ttatian
—Belisarius who had been drawn a few months before "™
in his triumphal car through the streets of Constanti-
nople, and who now, sole Consul for the year, was
setting forth to gather fresh laurels in the country
where the Marcelli and the Fabii gathered theirs eight
centuries ago.

The chief generals under Belisarius were Constan- His o

tine, Bessas, and Peranius. Constantine was a native Gonstan-
tine,
of Thrace, a brave and strenuous lieutenant of the great =

1 Clinton thinks that this Mundus is the same as the Mundo,
grandson of Attila, whom, in the war of Sirmium, Theodoric’s  s50s3.
troops delivered from the Byzantine general Sabinianus (vol. iii,

p- 396). This is possible, but does not to'me seem probable,
B2



4 The First Year of the War.

BOOK V. commander, but rapacious, fierce, and not imbued

Cu 1.

535-

Bossas,

Peranius,

525

Subor-
dinate
officers.

with the soldierly instinct of subordination, as was
eventually proved by the strange events which ended
his career.

Bessas also came from Thrace, but was of Gothic
descent, and we are expressly told! that he was ‘ one
of the race who had of old dwelt in Thrace, but did not
follow Theodoric.” He too, though brave and warlike,
showed on a critical occasion a selfish and grasping
nature, which preferred its own ignoble gains to
military duty and the most obvious interests of the
Empire 2, ™

Peranius came from the far east of the Empire. He
was the eldest son of Gurgenes, king of Iberia, part of
that province between Caucasus and Ararat which we
now call Georgia. In the course of the endless tussle
between the Roman Emperor and the Persian King,
Iberia was invaded by the Persian army; and Gur-
genes, finding himself unable to defend his dominions,
and disappointed of the expected help from Justinian,
fled to the mountains which divided his country
from Colchis, and there seems to have maintained
a straitened but honourable independence. As the
dynasty was Christian, its princes naturally inclined
to Counstantinople rather than to Ctesiphon. Thus
it was that Peranius entered the service of the
Emperor, in which he soon rose te*all but the highest
position. Lo _

The subordinate officers were—of the cavalry,
Valentine, Magnus, and Innocentius ; of the infantry,

! Procopius, De Bell. Goth, i. 16 ; ii. 8r.
* The career of Bessas suggests some points of comparison with
that of Marshal Bazaine,



Belisarius and his Staf. 5

Herodian, Paulus, Demetrius, and Ursicinus; none Book V.
of whom require at present any special notice on our. o1
part. The commander of the Isaurian contingent was
named Ennes. Belisarius was attended by a large
body-guard of tried and daring soldiers; and, in a
capacity perhaps resembling that of a modern aide-de-
camp, Photius, Antonina’s son by a former marriage,
accompanied his renowned stepfather.

The total number of the army which was setting Numberof

forth to reconquer Italy was only 7500 men, scarcely the host
more than the equivalent of one legion out of the
thirty which followed Caesar's footsteps. How it
figured on the muster-rolls of the Empire it is not
easy to say. We are told that there were 4000
‘soldiers ‘ of the Catalogues and the Foederati,” 3000
Isaurians, 200 confederate Huns, and 300 Moors.
The ¢ Catalogues’ must in some way represent the
dwindled Legions ; as the Foederati, drawn perhaps
from the medley of Teutonic and Slavonic peoples who
roamed along the banks of the Lower Danube, repre-
sent the Socii of the early days of Rome. It will
be observed by the reader how large a proportion the
gallant Isaurian highlanders, those Swiss of the Byzan-
tine empire, bore to the whole army, and we shall
have frequent occasion in the course of the war to
notice the service rendered to Belisarius by their
mountaineering skill and headlong bravery.

After all, the armament, though it gloried in the The army
title of Roman, and was sometimes called Greek in ﬁﬁgimny
derision by its enemies, was Roman or Greek only **™*™
in name. It was essentially a barbarian band. Every
great exploit which we hear of in connection with
it was performed, as a rule, by some Gepid, or Herul,

535+



.6 The First Year of the War.

BOOK V. or Isaurian. But the barbaric strength and stolid
stalwart courage of the soldiers were directed by
generals who still cherished some of the traditions of
scientific warfare which had been elaborated in the
twelve centuries of the Roman Republic and Empire ;
and at the centre of the whole machine was the busy
brain of Belisarius, a man of infinite resource and
patience as well as courage, and certainly one of the
greatest strategists that the world has ever seen.
Cavalry The student who remembers how the battles of
arm.  Republican Rome were generally won, namely, by the
dlsclphned valour of the heavy-armed foot-soldiers of
the Legion, experiences some surprise when he finds
that the victories of Belisarius were chleﬁy won by his
cavalry, armed with the bow and arrow, a force which,
as has been already observed, may perhaps be com-
pared to the mounted rifles of a modern army, but
which certainly five centuries.before was more cele-
brated in the tactics of Parthia than in those of
Rome.
Secretof At the outset of the first campaign it may be
Hew which interesting to quote from a later page of Procopius?!
b iU the reasons which Belisarius himself, in conversation
Wit with his friends, assigned for the long series of victories
which he had then achieved over the Goths :—
The Goths ‘In public the Romans naturally expressed their
force of  wonder at the genius of Belisariu®which had achieved

mounted

vowmen Such a victory, but in private his friends [no doubt
> including Procopius himself]enquired of him what was
the token which, in the first day of successful engage-
ment with the enemy, had led him to conclude that

in this war he should be uniformly victorious. Then

! iin I 28-9'

535



Imperial Mounted Cavalry. 7

he told them that, at the beginning, when the engage- Book v.
ment had been limited to a few men on each side, O 1
he had studied what were the characteristic differ- 3%
ences of each army, in order that when the battles
commenced on a larger scale he might not see his small
army overwhelmed by sheer force of numbers. The
chief difference which he noted was that all the Romans

and their Hunnish allies were good archers on horse-
back (Heppotoxotai). The Goths, on the other hand,

bad none of them practised this art. Their cavalry
fought only with javelins and swords, and their archers

were drawn up for battle as infantry, and covered by the
cavalry. Thus the horsemen, unless the battle became

a hand-to-hand encounter, having no means of replying

to a discharge of weapons from a distance, were easily
thrown into confusion and cut to pieces, while the
foot-soldiers, though able to reply to a volley of arrows

from a distance, could not stand against sudden
charges of horse. For this reason Belisarius main-
tained that the Goths in these encounters would
always be worsted by the Romans.’

As yet, however, there was little opportunity for Easyocen-
the display of military skill on the part of Belisarius, g?gf;: o
for his first laurels were all easily gathered, in the
region of politics rather than of war, His instructions
were to land in Sicily, nominally again making of that
island only a house of call on his way to Carthage ;
if he found that he could occupy the island with little
trouble he was to do so, but if there was likely to be
tough opposition he was to leave it for the present
and proceed to Africa. The former alternative was
that which he adopted. He found the Sicilians all
ready and eager to become subjects of the Emperor.




8 The First Year of the Way.

BoOK v. Catana, Syracuse!, and every other city in Sicily,

™~ _opened her gates to him. Only in Panormus (Palermo)

Cxeﬁgf was there a Gothic garrison strong enough to oppose

Palermo. the wishes of the inhabitants; and to the siege of
Palermo he now addressed himself.

g‘};& Goths This eager defection of the isla.nders' from the Gothic

sent tho rule was a deep disappointment to their late lords, and

ofthe ~ was long and bitterly remembered by them. Sicily

Sicillans. - rag still rich in the wealth that had been stored up

there since the days of Gelon, rich in all manner of

fruits, above all rich in corn, of which it sent large

exports évery year to Rome. For this reason the

Roman inhabitants had prayed Theodoric that they

might be left to themselves, and not vexed by the

presence of large bodies of Gothic troops. Their

request had been listened to ; they had been left for

the most part to their own sense of honour to defend

the connection which had benefited them so greatly

and had imposed such light burdens upon them. And

this was their return. Not a city defended, not

a skirmish fought, no pretence of overwhelming neces-

sity forthcoming ; but as soon as the insignificant

armament of Belisarius hove in sight, every emblem

of Gothic domination torn down and the islanders

vying with one another in demonstrations of servility

towards Belisarius and his master. So keenly was

this ingratitude felt by:the Gowhs that, as we shall

see, eleven years afterwards, when there was a talk of

peace between them and the Empire, and the Gothic

King seemed to be in a position to dictate ite terms,

one of his indispensable conditions was that there

! Sinderith was the name of the Gothic governor of Syracuse
(Jord. De Reb. Geticis, 1x).



Stege of Palermo. 9

should be no interference with the revenge of his BOOK V.
nation on ungrateful Sicily *.

Belisarius, having reconnoitred Palermo, decided Swé’fif
that the fortifications on the landward side were too Palerme.
strong to be attacked with any hope of success. Of
these fortifications no vestige now remains, and indeed
the very site of the ancient city, successively Car-
thaginian, Greek, and Roman, is hopelessly obliterated
by the busy prosperity of the modern capital of Sicily.

Three features of the landscape only can we indisput-
ably claim as identical with those which met the eyes

of Belisarius. They are (1) the beautiful, land-guarded
bay (reminding the traveller of the bay of Naples),
from which the city derived its Greek name, All-
Anchorage ? ; (2) the rich plain stretching inland, and
now known as the Golden Shell (Concha d’Oro); (3)
the grand natural fortress- of Monte Pellegrino, 2000
feet high, a few miles out of the city, rising, like the
Rock of Gibraltar, square and steep out of the sea to
northward of the bay. Here Hamilcar Barca main- s.c. 247t
tained for three years a sturdy opposition to Rome -
near the close of the First Punic War. But the
Gothic garrison of Sicily resorted to no such desperate
measure of defence against the army of Belisarius.
Trusting in the strength of their walls, they refused

to surrender the city and bade him begone with all

The line of wall skirting the harbour was that which Patermo
attracted the attention of the Byzantine general. It fakken.
was detached from the ordinary line of circumvallation,
it was left altogether bare of soldiers, and, high as it

! Procopius, ii. 342 (De Bell. Gotth. iii. 16).
* Idv-oppos.
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10 The First Year of the War.

was, when he had collected his navy in the harbour
he found that their masts overtopped the battlements.
With his usual fertility of resource he at once hoisted
the ships’ boats filled with soldiers up to the yard-
arms of the vessels, and told his men to clamber from
the boats out on to the parapet. The manceuvre,
though somewhat resembling that tried by the Vene-
tians at the Latin siege of Constantinople, would have
been too perilous to be executed in the face of an
active foe. As it was, practised against an unguarded
wall, it was completely successful. Soon the Byzan-
tine soldiers, from their position of vantage on the
high sea-wall, were shooting their arrows down
into the ranks of the enemy in the city. The
Goths were cowed by the unexpected sight, and
offered terms of capitulation which Belisarius at once
accepted.-

Thus was all Sicily now subject to the Emperor’s
rule, and soon found itself paying heavy tax and toll
to the imperial exchequer®. The conquest of Sicily,
peaceful comparatively as was its character, had occu-
pied about seven months, On the last day of the
year the Consul Belisarius, who had commenced his
year of office while his victories over the Vandals
were fresh in every one’s mouth, closed it by a solemn
procession through the streets of Syracuse, greeted by
the loud and genuine applause of*his soldiers and the

' By the Ixxvth Novel (Ixxixth in Zachari#’s edition) issued in
the year 537, Justinian ‘secundum instar antiquitatis’ placed
Sicily under a Praetor who was to decide private lawsuits and
provide for the expenses of the army. Appeals were to go straight
to Constantinople ‘quia semper Sicilia quasi peculiare aliquid
commodum imperatoribus accessit’ (See Bury, ii. 37).



Theodahad’s offer of Submission. 11

Sicilians, upon whom his lavish hands scattered a wel- Book v.

come largesse of Justinian’s auret. Bkl
Meanwhile, the tidings which were coming from >

Sicily to Rome !, cleverly enlarged upon at repeated au- e ¢

diences by the ambassador Peter, threw the wretched Theods-

Theodahad into an agony of terror. Already in

imagination he saw himself walking, as Gelimer had

walked, a captive before his conqueror Belisarius, and

heard the well-deserved cry, ‘ Death to the murderer

of Amalasuntha !’ thundered forth by the populace of

Byzantium. In a private conference with Peter he Negotia-

consented to make peace with Justinian on the follow- ;’.?;Li.f"

ing humiliating conditions: (1) Sicily was to be aban-

doned to the Emperor; (2) Theodahad was to send

to Justinian every year a golden crown weighing

not less than 300 pounds [at present values worth

about £12,000]; (3) he was to furnish 3000 warlike

Goths whenever Justinian should require their ser-

vices ; (4) except with the Emperor’s leave, the Gothic

King was not to sentence any senator or any priest

[Catholic priests, of course, were here meant] either to

death or confiscation of goods?; (5) he was not to

confer the dignity of Patrician, or any office involving

senatorial rank, upon any of his subjects without the

same gracious permission ; (6) at the Hippodrome, the

Theatre, and all places of public resort the people were

always to shout ‘Vivat Justinianus’ before they

! It seems probable that Theodahad through the greater part of
535 was at Rome, not at Ravenna,

2 This stipulation seems to me to confirm the suggestion made
in a previous chapter (vol. iii. p. 483) as to the meaning of the
charge against Boéthius that he was ¢ guilty of desiring the safety
of the Senate.’



12 The First Year of the War.

BOOK V. shouted ¢ Vivat Theodatus;’ (7) never was a statue

~—-~-- of bronze or any other material to be raised to Theo-

3% dahad alone, but wherever he stood Justinian must
stand beside him on his right side.

Character ~ The conditions were degrading enough and well

eenditions exemplified the Byzantine habit of making the sub-

on Theo- Jection of an inferior as galling and as wounding to

whad hig self-love as possible. That undefined relation of
dependence on the Empire which Odovacar and Theo-
doric had ignored rather than contradicted, and into
which Amalasuntha had been gradually sinking, was
here proclaimed as offensively as possible by the
Augustus, and admitted as abjectly as possible by
the Thiudans. Though the word belongs to a later
century, Theodahad would have become by this com-
pact virtually the vassal of Justinian. Still, even this
relationship, though marking a great fall from the
proud ‘moral hegemony’ of Theodoric, might in the
course of centuries have worked not unfavourably for
the happiness of Italy. Leaning on the arm of her
elder sister of Byzantium, the new Romano-Gothic
state might have gradually reconciled Teutonic force
with classical culture. In the convulsions which shook
the Eastern world in the seventh century, her loyalty
might have been a stay and staffto the Eastern Caesar.
Greece and Italy united, and occupying their natural
place at the head of European citlisation, might have
formed front against the Saracen in the East, against
the Frank in the Westi At the least, had such a
confederacy been possible, the Hesperian land would
have escaped the extortions of Byzantine blood-suckers
on the one hand, the ravages of half-savage Lomba,rds
on the other.



Dialogue between Theodahad and Peter. 13

But it is useless to speculate on what might have sook v.
been. The portentous cowardice of Theodahad ren- oul_
dered him unable even to wait for an interchange of ;, >
embassies with Constantinople to know whether his }iad raisos

terms were accepted or rejected. He had not yet Ketagainst
despatched his own ambassador, when he sent for
Peter, who on his leisurely journey had now reached
Albano, the second station on the Appian Way, that
delightful little town which, nestling under the high
voleanic cone of Monte Cavo, looks down on the one
side over its own peaceful little Alban Lake, and on
the other over the broad Campagna to the faintly-seen
towers of Rome. Peter came, when summoned, to yet
another private audience with the King. The following
strange dialogue then passed between them :—

Theodahad. ‘Do you think, Ambassador, that the Dx&lvoo%m
Emperor will be pleased with the compact into which tho King
we have entered ?’ Aimbas.

Peter. ‘1 conjecture that he will.” sador.

Theod. ‘ But if he should chance to quarrel with
the terms, what will happen then ?’

Peter. < Then, noble sir, the next thing will be that
you will have to fight.’

Theod. ©Is that fair, dear ‘Ambassador ?’

Peter. < Where is the unfairness, my good friend,
in each of you following the bent of his own
genius?’

Theod. ¢ What do you mean by that ?’

Peter. ‘I mean this. All your pleasure is in acting
the part of a philosopher ; but Justinian finds his, in
acting as beseems a noble Roman Emperor. For a man
who practises the precepts of philosophy to devise the

death of his fellow-creatures, especially on so large
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BOOK V. & scale as this war involves, is quite unbecoming ; and
~— for a Platonist, it is pre-eminently necessary to keep
335 his hands clean from human blood. But for the
Emperor to vindicate his rights to a land which once

formed part of his Empire is in no way unbecoming.’
Theods- The result of this dialogue (in which it suited both
willing to King and Ambassador to ignore the fact that the

makeafull

surren- hands of the former were already stained with the

flf;v.?,{hm blood of his benefactress) was, that Theodahad swore
to the Ambassador to sell his crown to Justinian if he
should be required to do so; and for some reason
which is ‘not expressly stated, but probably because
of her admitted ascendency over the mind of Theo-
dahad, his Queen Gudelina was made a partner in the
oath. Peter on his part was made to swear that
he would not disclose the last and highest offer till he
had fairly put the lower offer before the Emperor, and
found that it was hopeless to press it. What prudent
man would thus bid against himself even in the pur-
chase of a field? With such utter fatuity did these
children of the barbarians play their little bungling
game against the veteran diplomatists of Constan-
tinople.

Toturn of Peter was accompanied on the return embassy by

Constan- Rusticus, a Roman, a priest (probably of the orthodox

tPl Church), and an intimate friend of Theodahad'. They

L 4

! Baronius, and most of the ecclesiastical historians following
him, suppose that this is the embassy on which Pope Agapetus
was sent to Constantinople, and that either Rusticus is another
name for Agapetus or else that Procopius has blundered. Neither
supposition seems to me probablé or necessary. The mission of
Agapetus to Constantinople took place (according to the con-
jecturally altered text of Anatasius ; see Clinton, F. R. i. 763) on
the 20th of February, 536: at least that was theflay on which he
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arrived at Constantinople ; they stood in the presence Book v.
of the Emperor; they set forth the first offer of "
Theodahad. Had Peter sent a private messenger to %
his master, or did he now, by ever so slight and
scarcely perceptible a gesture, imply that, were he

in Justinian’s place, he would not accept the offered
vassalage? We know not, but it is certain that Jus-

tinian declared that the terms, abject as was their
humbleness of surrender, did not at all please him.

Then Rusticus produced the Gothic King's letter, Theoda-
which had been reserved for this stage of the negotia- lottor pro-
tions. It was a strange letter to be written by dueed.
a member of the race whose forefathers swept like

night over the shores of the Aegean, by a grandson

and great-nephew of the brave Amal kings who stood
unflinching by the side of Attila ‘in that world-
earthquake’ on the Catalaunian plains.

THEODAHAD TO JUSTINIAN.

‘I am not, O Emperor, a new comer into the halls
of kings. It was my fortune to be born a king’s
nephew and to be reared in a manner worthy of my
race: but I am not altogether well versed in war and
its confusions. From the first I have been passion-
ately fond of literature and have spent my time in the
study thereof, and thus it has been till now my lot to

entered Constantinople. Procopius does not give us precise dates
for the return embassy of Peter and Rusticus, but according to
the natural sequence of the narrative October or November of
the previous year would be a probable time for it. It is most
unlikely that a literary official like Procopius would make a
mistake as to the person of Theodahad’s ambassador at such
a crisis. The mission of the Pope was probably a separate
event.
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be always far from the clash of arms. If seeins there-
fore unwise of me to eontinue to lead a life full of
danger for the sake of the royal dignity, when neither
danger nor dignity is a :thing that I enjoy. Not
danger, since that new and strange sensation perturbs
my thoughts; not the royal dignity, since possession
of it has, according to the general law, brought satiety.

‘ Therefore, if some landed property could be secured
to me, bringing in a yearly income of not less than
twelve cwt. of gold [£48,000], I should consider that
more valuable to me than my kingship: and I am
willing on those terms’to hand over to thee the
sovereignty of the Goths and Italians. I think that
I shall thus be happier as a peaceful tiller of the soil
than as a king immersed in kingly cares, no sooner
out of one danger than into another. Send me then
as speedily as possible a commissioner to whom I may
hand over Italy and all that pertains to my kingship.’

The letter gave supreme delight to the Emperor,
and obtained the following reply.

JUSTINIAN TO0 THEODAHAD.

‘T heard long ago by common fame that you were
a man of high intelligence, and now I find by experi-
ence that this is true. You show your wisdom in
declining to await the arbitrament of war, which has
plunged some men who gtaked théir all upon it into
terrible disasters. You ‘will never have occasion to
repent having turned us .from an enemy into a friend.
You shall receive all the property that you ask for,
and, in addition, your name shall be inscribed in the

‘highest rank of Roman nobility. I now send Athana-

sius and Peter to exchange: the needful ratifications,
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and in a very short time Belisarius will come to com- Book v.
plete the transaction thus settled between us.’ ont

Athanasius was the brother of Alexander who was Amii;ﬂ
sent the year before as ambassador to Athalaric. The fors sent
duties entrusted to him and to Peter were mainly to fr’:ffs:;{“

settle the boundaries of the new Patrimonium which tion.
was to be assigned to Theodahad, to put the compact

in writing, and to secure it by oaths given and taken.
Belisarius was sent for in all speed from Sicily to Belisarius
receive charge of the fortresses, arsenals, and all the ;‘:(mm
machinery of government from the royal trafficker. Slclly to
These arrangements were probably made towards the Traly-
‘end of the year 533.

When the ambassadors arrived at the Gothic Court Tho was in
they found the mood of Theodahad strangely altered. '
To understand the reason of the change we must look
again at the affairs of Dalmatia. We left Mundus the
Gepid there, holding the retaken capital, Salona, for
Justinian. A large Gothic army under the command
of Asinarius and Grippas entered the province, ap-
parently about the middle of autumn, and approached
Salona. Maurice the son of Mundus, on a recon-
noitring expedition, approached too near the main
body of the Gothic army and was slain. Maddened
with grief, the old barbarian, his father, fell upon the
Gothic host. Though he attacked in too loose order
he was at first successful, and broke the ranks of the
foe, but pressing on too hotly in pursuit, he was
pierced by the spear of one of the fugitives and fell
‘dead. His fall stopped the onward movement of his Dl/)[fua:(llnu:f
troops. Both armies dispersed, and neither dared to
appropriate the prize of war, the city of Salona; the

Romans having got altogether out of hand since the
VOL. IV. c
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death of their general, and the Goths misdoubting both
the strength of the walls and the loyalty of the citizens.

It was some slight consolation to the Romans that
these reverses robbed of .its terrors an old Sibylline
prophecy which had been much of late in the mouths
of men. This prophecy, couched in mysterious charac-
ters, which are a marvel upon the page of Procopius’,
had been thus interpreted :—

‘First Rome reconquers Afric. Then the World
Is with its progeny to ruin hurled.’
Belisarius’ capture of Carthage had seemed to bring
the end bdf the world alarmingly near. But now the
battle of Salona reassured men’s minds. It was not
the world and all its inhabitants, but only Mundus and
his too daring son, with whose fate the oracle was full.
The fortune of the Roman arms in Dalmatia was
soon retrieved. Constantian, who held the office of
Comes Stabuli? in the imperial household, was sent
with a well-equipped army to recover Salona, which
had been entered by the Goths. Having apparently
the entire command of the sea, he sailed northwards
from Epidamnus (Durazzo), and was soon to be seen
in the ofting from the coast of Epidaurus (a little

! In the hope of attracting philologists to make another attempt
at the decipherment of these characters (which have no doubt
suffered much from transeription), I here reprint them :—

AEPIZAZ APTA 5dAdq2cUgXde TZEPIZTAZL

[In Comparetti’s edition this inseription as written in the Vatican
Codex, partly in Greek and partly in Roman letters, is almost
legible :— ‘

Africa capta... (n) peribit (?) or peribunt (?)
sepica capra mudus cum natu pepicran]

! The Comes Stabuli is not mentioned in the Notitia, but is in
the Theodosian Code (Lib. xi. Tit. 17. 1. 3), The Connétable of
mediaeval France derives his name from this officer.
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south of the modern Cattaro). The panic-stricken Book v.
. . . . Cu. 1.
Gothic general Grippas, who was informed by his
scouts that ‘myriads of Romans were approaching by
sea,” evacuated Salona and pitched his camp a little
to the west of that city. Constantian sailed some
hundred miles or so up the gulf and anchored at the
island of Lissa, memorable to this generation for the
naval battle fought there between the Italians and
Austrians in 1866. Finding from his scouts that
Salona was deserted he landed his troops, occupied it
in force, repaired its ruinous walls, and posted 500
men to occupy the narrow pass by which it was ap-
proached from the west. After seven days of waiting,
the two Gothic generals, with that feebleness and
absence of resource which mark the barbarian strategy
in the earlier stages of this war, simply marched back
again to Ravenna.

Dalmatia and Liburnia (or the province of Illyricum?), Dalmatia
which had for the most part followed the fortunes of ;"x"lt:ln(;etlifg
Italy for a century and a half since the death of Theo- atater
dosius, were thus permanently recovered by the State,
which we must in this connection call the Eastern
Empire, although it was, to a loyal Roman, simply the
Empire, one and undivided. From this time forward
the eastern coast of the Hadriatic, though subject to
Avar invasions, Sclavonic migrations, Bosnian king-
ships, maintained a more or less intimate political
connection with Constantinople, till the conquests of
the Venetians in the tenth century brought it back
once more into the world of Italian domination.

But these were the far-reaching results of the expe-
dition of Mundus. We have to do with the more

! See vol. i. p. 678.
c2

536.
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immediate effects of the early disasters of the imperial
forces on that feeble and futile thing, the mind of
King Theodahad. That royal student, if versed in

the Gothic tho ¢« Republic’ of Plato, had not laid equally to heart

SUCCONSON
in Dal-
matia on
Theoda-

had.

His dis-
pute with
the im-

perial am-
bassadors.

the more popular philosophy of Horace. At least he
conspicuously disobeyed the precepts of that familiar
ode in which ‘the mortal Dellius’ is exhorted to pre-
serve a temper ‘serene in arduous and reasonable in
prosperous’ circumstances, As pusillanimous as he

"had shown himself at the news of the successes of

Belisarius, so intolerably arrogant did he become when
the tidings reached him of the death of Mundus and
his son. When the ambassadors who arrived about
the same time as the news (probably somewhere about
December 535) ventured to claim the fulfilment of his
solemn promise to surrender the kingdom, he flatly
refused. Peter spoke somewhat plainly as to the
royal faithlessness. Theodahad petulantly answered,
‘The privilege of ambassadors is a holy thing, but it is
conceded on the supposition that it be not abused. It
is admitted that the person of an ambassador who
seduces the wife of a citizen of the country to which
he is accredited is not sacrosanct; and I shall not
scruple to apply the same principle to an ambassador
who insults the King." Peter and Athanasius made
a spirited reply: ‘O ruler of the Goths, you are
seeking by flimsy pretexts toecover unholy deeds.
An ambassador may be watched as strictly as his
entertainer pleases, and therefore the talk about injury
to female honour is altogether beside the mark. But
as for what the ambassador says, be it good or bad,
the praise or blame for it rests solely on him who sent
him. The ambassador is-a-mere mouthpiece, and to
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him attaches no responsibility for his words. We shall BOOK V.
therefore say all that we heard from the lips of the - ~
Emperor: and do you listen patiently, for if you
become excited you will perhaps commit some outrage
on our sacred character. We declare then that the
time is come for you loyally to fulfil your compact
with the Emperor. Here is the letter which he wrote
to you. The notes which he has addressed to the chief
men among the Goths we shall hand to no one but
themselves only.’ '

However, the Gothic nobles who were present Lattors o
authorised the ambassadors to hand over their letters nobles.
to Theodahad. These despatches congratulated the
Goths on the near prospect of their absorption in the
great polity of Rome, a state with whose laws and
customs they had long ago become acquainted [in their
capacity of Foederati]; and Justinian promised that
they should find their dignity and credit increased,
not diminished, by the change.

This was not, however, the view which the Gothic The nobles
nobles took of the situation. Whatever their secret ";“;&x‘:);;
contempt for the weakly truculent character of their roustunee,
King, they were ready to second him heartily in his
present mood of defiance to the Empire. Both sides
therefore prepared for that which was now to be really
‘a truceless war'’ In these preparations the winter
of 535-536 wore away, and the second year of the

great Gothic War commenced.

! Apparently however Theodahad, perhaps on hearing of Con-
stantian’s successes in Dalmatia, made one more effort at peace by
sending Pope Agapetus to Constantinople : but the story of that
mission will be best told a little later on, when we resume the

thread of the Papal history. e mamaxmrsin mssion 22%1
INSTITUTE OF CULTURE
Lisrary
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CHAPTER 1II
BELISARIUS AT CARTHAGE AND AT NAPLES.

Authorities.
Sources :—

Procorius, De Bello Vandalico, ii. 10~17 (vol 1. pp. 447-490,
- ed. Bonn), and De Bello Gotthico, i. 8—10 (vol. ii. pp. 38-57).

For some African events Fravius CrescoNius CoRrIPPUS, an
African man of letters, who wrote a panegyric of the Emperor
Justin II (565-578), and a poem called ¢ Johannis’ in praise of
the victorious campaign of John, governor of Africa, against the
Moors (550). This latter poem, which was discovered by Mazu-
chelli in 1814, and first published in 1820, is included in the
Bonn edition of the Byzantine historians. The style is good for
so late an age of Latin literature.

Guides :—

In studying the topography of Neapolis I have received some
assistance from Summonte's ¢ Storia di Napoli, but my chief
guides are Beloch and Capasso. -

Julius Belock, s German student of Italian antiquities, is the
author of a valuable monograph (‘ Campanien,” Berlin, 1879) on
the cities of Campania. Its usefulness is greatly increased by
the beautifully executed Atlss with which it is accompanied.

The Commendatore Barfolommeo Capasso, one of the first

‘archaeologists of Naples, has written a tract ¢ Sull’ antico sito di

Napoli e Palepoli,’” which is & perfect quarry of information as to
the Greek and Roman cities. A few details as to the course of
the Neapolitan aqueducts were furnished to me by S. Capasso
personally in 1882, when I had the pnwleg-e of makmg his
acquaintance in Naples.
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WHEN the news of the double-dyed treachery of Book v.
Theodabad reached the Court of Constantinople orders 3.
were despatched to Belisarius to proceed with all speed peliesrius
to Italy and push the war against the Goths to the Jrored,
uttermost. He was, however, hindered for some weeks 121y t
from obeying these orders, by a sudden call to another
post of danger; a call which well illustrates the pre-
carious and unenduring character of Justinian's con-
quests and the inherent vices of Byzantine domination.

It was a few days after Easter, in the year 536, He i«

probably therefore about the 3oth or 31st of March?, g;e:::;ted
when a single ship rounded the headland of Plem- Corthage.
myrium, passed the fountain of Arethusa, and reached
the landing-place of Syracuse. A few fugitives leaped
on land and hastened to the presence of Belisarius.
Chief among them was the Eunuch Solomon, in whose
keeping, two years before, he had left the fortress
and city of Carthage guarded by a triumphant Roman
army. What causes had brought a man placed in
such height of power, and a brave and prudent soldier,
into so great disaster ?

Not his wars with the declared enemies of the Relations
Empire, though it is worth our while to notice even :ﬁztvif:-“
here how Justinian’s conquests really paved the way Sﬁi:'l'qor
for the barbarians. The Vandals had reared a kingdom ebyive
in North Africa, semi-civilised it is true, but which, if M°™
left to itself, would have become wholly civilised, and
which meanwhile was strong enough to keep the wild
sons of the dbsert in check. Now, the Vandals over--
thrown, the Moors came on2. They pushed their

! Easter Sunday fell on the 23rd of March in the year 536
(L’Art de vérifier les Dates, p. 11).

? It is in a digression as to the Moors, inserted at this point
of his history, that Procopius introduces the often-quoted but-
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forays far into the African province ; in hosts of 30,000
and 50,000 at a time they invaded Numidia and
Byzacene ; they loudly complained that the promises
by which they had been lured into the Roman alliance
had been left unfulfilled ; and when Solomon ventured
to remind the chiefs that he held their children as
hostages for their good behaviour they replied, ¢ You
monogamist Romans may fret about the loss of your
children. We who may have fifty wives apiece if it
so pleases us, feel no fear that we shall ever have
a deficiency of sons.’

In two battles the Eunuch-Governor had defeated
his Moorish antagonists’. But still the Moorish chief
Iabdas remained encamped on the high and fruitful
table-land of Mount Auras, thirteen days’ journey from
Carthage, and from thence at every favourable oppor-
tunity swept down into the plain, pillaging, slaying,
leading into captivity; nor had Solomon, though he led
one expedition against him, yet been able to dislodge
him thence.

improbable story of the two pillars erected by Canaanitish exiles
near Tigisis in Numidia, with this inscription in Phoenician
characters : ‘We are they who fled from the face of Joshua the
robber the son of Nun.’

! These were the battles of Mammas and Burgaon. The sites of
these places do not appear to be identified. Mammas was the
only engagement that deserved to be called a pitched battle, and
here the chief difficulty arose from thesconfusion caused in the
Roman cavalry by the sight and smell of the camels. At Burgaon
the Moors were encamped on a prdcipitous hill. By a daring
night-march—not unlike that by which Wolfe scaled the Heights
of Abraham— Solomon posted some troops on the summit of the
hill. The Moors, panic-stricken at finding themselves between
two attacks, rushed down the hill, and (according to Procopius)
50,000 of -them perished in a precipitous ravine, without one
Roman soldier being slain.
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Thus had events passed till the Easter of 536, and BOOK V.
.then the real, the tremendous danger of the Eunuch’s o
position was suddenly revealed to him, in the shape of the Roman
an almost universal mutiny of the Roman soldiers. S ™
We call them Roman in accordance with the usage of
the times, because they served that peculiar political
organisation at Constantinople which still called itself
the Roman Republic?, and because the banners under
which they marched to battle still bore the world-
known letters S. P. Q. R. But, as has been already
hinted, probably not one soldier out of a hundred in
the imperial army could speak Latin, and many of
them may have hardly known sufficient Greek to find
their way about the streets of Constantinople. They
were Heruli from the Danube, Isaurians from the
Asiatic highlands, Huns from the steppes of Scythia,
Armenians from under the shadow of Ararat, anything
and everything but true scions of the old Oscan and
Hellenic stocks whose deeds are commemorated by
Livy and Thucydides.

These men, Teutons many of them by birth, and :{‘he:: dise
Arians by religious profession, having been permitted hopo,
to marry the Vandal widows whose husbands they
had slain, had expected to settle in comfort upon the
Vandal lands, and live thenceforward in peace, under The land
some loose bond of allegiance to the Emperor, as uestion.
the new lords of Africa. Not such, however, was the
intention of the bureaucracy of Constantinople. The
usual swarm of Logothetae, of Agentes in rebus, of
Scriniarit, settled down upon the province, intent

! 1 think the frequent references of Procopius in the account of
this very mutiny to % wolrela, illustrated by the usage of his
contemporary Cassiodorus, justify this statement.
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BOOK V. upon sucking the last available aureus out of it for the
™= public treasury. The lands of the conquered Vandals .
were all deemed to have reverted to the state, and if
the husband of a Vandal widow, whether he were
soldier or civilian, cultivated them, it must be under
the burden of a land-tax revised every fifteen years,
8o strictly as to make him virtually tenant at a rack-
rent under the tax-gatherer. In many cases, not even
on these unfavourable terms was the occupancy of
the land assigned to the soldiers. Here, then, were
plentiful materials for a quarrel. On the one hand,
a number of hot-blooded, stalwart men, flushed with
the pride of conquest, each one with a remembrancer
of his wrongs for ever at his ear, reminding him, ‘ Such
an estate or such a villa belonged to me when I was
the wife of a Vandal warrior, yet thou who hast con-
quered Vandals art thyself landless” On the other
side, the Eunuch-Governor and the official hierarchy,
pleading the law of the State, the custom of the Empire :
‘It was reasonable that the slaves, the ornaments, the
portable property, should be the spoil of the soldiers.
But the land, which once belonged to the Roman
Empire, must revert to the Emperor and the Common-
wealth of Rome, who called you forth as soldiers,
trained you, armed you, paid you, not in order that
you should conquer these lands for yourselves, but
that they might become public ptoperty and furnish
rations not for you only, but for all the soldiers of the
Empire.’

Regious Thus was the Afrlca.n land-question raised. But
there was also a religious difficulty. Many of the
soldiers in the late army of Belisarius, especially the
martial Heruli, were Arians, The Vandal priests who
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still remained in Africa found access to these men, and Boox v.
inflamed their minds with a recital of the religious —— - -
disabilities to which they, the conquerors as much

as the conquered, were subject. The prohibition of
Justinian was positive. No baptism nor any other
religious rite was to be performed by or upon any man

not holding the full, orthodox, Athanasian faith. The

time of Easter was drawing nigh, at which it was

usual to baptize all the children who had been born in

the preceding year. No child of a Herulian would be
admitted to the holy font, no Herulian himself would

be permitted to share in the solemnities of Easter,

unless he first renounced the creed of his forefathers,

the creed which had perhaps been brought to his rude
dwelling on the Danubian shore by some Arian bishop,
disciple or successor of the sainted Ulfilas.

As the evil genius of the Empire would have it, Return of
there was yet a third element of disaffection cast into dred Van-
the African cauldron. The Vandals whom Belisarius ™
carried captive to Byzantium had been enrolled in five
regiments of cavalry, had received the honourable
name of ‘Justinian’s Vandals,” and had been ordered
to garrison the cities of Syria against the Persians.

The greater part proceeded to their appointed stations
and faithfully served the Empire which had robbed
them of their country. But four hundred of them,
finding themselves at Lesbos with a favouring wind, -
hoisted their sails, forced the mariners to obey their
orders, and started for Peloponnesus first and then for
Africa. Arrived at the well-remembered shore, they
ran their ships aground, landed, and marched off for
the uncaptured stronghold of Mount Aurasius. Here

they received a message from the soldiers at Carthage
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BOOK V. who contemplated mutiny, soliciting their assistance,

R which, after solemn oaths and promises given and

8% received, they agreed to furnish to the mutineers. - So,
when Easter drew on, all was ripe for revolt.

Sotomon The mutineers agreed among themselves that Solo-

21 March. mon should be slain in the great Basilica of Carthage
on Good Friday, and that this crime should be the
signal for the insurrection to break out. They took
little care about secresy: the guards, the shield-
boarers, many even of the household servants of the
Eunuch, were in the plot, but none betrayed it, so
great was the longing of all for the Vandal lands.
So, unsuspecting evil, sat Solomon in the great
Basilica, while the ceremonies went forward which
commemorated the death of Christ, and which were
meant to be signalised by his own. The conspirators
gathered round him. Each man, with frowns and
gestures of impatience, motioned to his neighbour to
do the deed of blood, but none could bring himself

"J_"l)i.;; plot with his own arm to strike the blow. Either the

" sanctity of thé place, or old loyalty to their general, or
else the still unstifled voice of conscience, prevented
any from volunteering for the service; and they had
not taken the precaution of selecting the arch-murderer
before they entered the sacred building. When the
words ¢ Ite, jam missa est’ came from the lips of the

* officiating prelate, they hastened”from the Basilica,
each cursing the other for his cowardice and softness
of heart. But ‘To-morrow,’ said they, ‘in the same

22 March. place the deed shall be done’ On the morrow Solomon
again sat in the great Basilica; again his would-be
murderers assembled round him, again the same in-
visible influence stayed their hands. When the service
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was over they foamed out into the Forum, a dis- Book v.
appointed and angry crowd. The epithets ‘ Traitor, o=
‘Coward,” ‘Faint-heart’ were freely bandied about 536
among them, so freely that, feeling sure that their
design must now be generally known, the chiefs of the

plot left the city and began freebooting in the country
districts.

When Solomon discovered the danger with which he The
had to deal, he went round to the soldiers’ quarters :;:lf\:‘gt
and exhorted those who were still remaining in the
city to abide faithful to the Emperor. For five days
the mutiny seemed to have been checked, but at the
end of that time, when the soldiers within the city
saw that their revolted comrades were pursuing their
career of ravage outside unchecked, it burst out with
fresh fury. The soldiers collected in the Hippodrome,
and shouted out the names of Solomon and the other
chief authorities in the state, loading them with every
kind of coarse abuse. Theodore the Cappadocian, ap- Theodor.

. the Cappa-
parently the most popular of Solomon’s officers, was docian

sent by him to harangue them in soothing terms. proctaim-
Not a word of his soft eloquence was listened to; but
helieving him to be secretly opposed to Solomon and
his policy, the mutineers with loud shouts acclaimed
him as their leader. Theodore appears to have been
a man of staunch loyalty, but he humoured the whim
of the rebels for a few hours, in order to favour
Solomon’s escape. With loud and tumultuous shouts
the mutineers, self-constituted guards of Theodore,
escorted him to the palace of the Prefect. There they
found another Theodore, captain of the guards, a man
of noble character and a skilled soldier, but for the

moment unpopular with these rebels. Him they slew,
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BooK V. and having thus tasted blood, they dispersed them-

Cu. 2.

—-.-— selves through the city, killing every man whom they

536.

Flight of

Solomon.

met, Roman or Provincial, who was suspected of being
a friend of Solomon, or who had money enough about
him to make murder profitable. They entered all the
houses which were not guarded by the few still loyal
soldiers, and carried off all the portable plunder that
they found there. At length night came on, and the
mutineers, stretched in drunken sleep in the streets
and forums of the city, rested from their orgie of
rapine. Then Solomon and his next in command,
Martin, who had been cowering for refuge all day in
the chapel of the Governor’s palace, stole forth to the
house of Theodore the Cappadocian. He pressed them
to take food, though sadness and fear had well-nigh
deprived them of appetite, and then had them con-
veyed to the harbour. A little company of eight
persons embarked in a boat belonging to one of the
ships under Martin’s command. These eight persons
were Solomon, Martin, five officers of the Eunuch’s
household, and—most important of all in our eyes—
the Councillor Procopius, to whom we owe the whole
of this narrative. After rowing in an open boat for
nearly forty miles, the fugitive Governor and his suite
reached Missua, on the opposite (eastward) shore of
the bay of Tunis, a place which was apparently used
as a kind of supplemental port, owing to the original
harbour of Carthage having become too small for its
trade’. At Missua theyr felt themselves in compara-

5288
! See the very carefully written article on Carthage in Smith’s
Dict. of Greek and Roman Geography, i. 551 &. The words of
Procopius are : Sradlovs Te praxociovs dvicavres dpixovro és Miooolay
76 Kapxndoviwv émivewv (vol. i. p. 474).
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tive safety, and from hence the Eunuch despatched Boox v.
Martin to Valerian and the other generals commanding o
in Numidia, on the west of the Carthaginian province, 536
to warn them of the mutiny, and to endeavour, under

the shelter of their forces, to win back by gold or
favour as many as possible of the mutineers to their

old loyalty. He also wrote to Theodore, giving him

a general commission to act for the imperial interests

in Carthage as might seem best at the time, and then
Solomon himself, probably taking some ship of war

out of the roadstead at Missua, set sail for Syracuse

with Procopius in his train, and, as we have seen,

arrived there in safety to claim the assistance of

- % ~

“

Belisarius. SRR
Meanwhile the insurgents, who had by this time Stutza

found that Theodore the Cappadocian would not lend L Tendor of
himself to their seditious designs, assembled on the the rebels.
plains of Bulla?, a short distance to the south of
Carthage, and there chose out Stutza?, one of the
body-guard of Martin, and acclaimed him as their
king3. Stutza, if not endowed with any great strategic
talents, was a man of robustness and hardihood. He

found under his standards no fewer than 8ooo revolted

! Probably the Bulla Mensa of Ptolemy, not Bulla Regia in
Numidia, which is four days’ journey from Carthage. (See
Smith’s Dict. of Geography, s.v. Bulla.)

? The Byzantine form of the name, found in Procopius and
Marcellinus, is Stotzas. But the African-born writers, Corippus
and Victor of Tunnuna, call him Stuzas and Stutias respectively
(the latter change perhaps for metrical reasons). The editor of
Corippus suggests the German ‘ Stutzer’ (strutter) as a derivation
(p. 245, ed. Bonn).

3 Tépavvov odlow eidovro. The man who was ‘tyrant’ in the
eyes of legitimate authority can hardly have been less than king
to his own followers.
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soldiers. These were soon joined by 1000 Vandals,

— -~ — partly the recent fugitives from Constantinople, partly

536.
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Arrvival of
Belisarius,

those who had escaped the notice of the conquering
host two years before. They were further joined by
that usual result of anarchy in the Roman state,
a large number of slaves. The united host aimed at
nothing less than driving out the imperial generals
and making themselves lords of the whole northern
coast of Africa'. They at once marched to Carthage
(which it is hard to understand why they should ever
have quitted), and called upon Theodore to surrender
the city. Josephius, one of the literary attendants of
Belisarius 2, who happened to have just arrived at the
capital, was sent to persuade them not to resort to
any further acts of violence ; but Stutza showed the
soldier’s disdain of the scribe and the mutineer’s con-
tempt of the rules of civilised warfare by at once
putting him to death. Despair at this ruthless deed
filled the hearts of the scanty defenders of Carthage,
and they were on the point of surrendering the city to
the insurgents. *

Such was the state of affairs when in an hour all
was changed by the arrival of Belisarius. He sailed
from Syracuse with one ship, probably the same which
had brought the Eunuch, and with one hundred picked
men of his body-guard on board. It was twilight

! Much in the same way as the Manfertine mercenaries of
Agathocles obtained dominion in Sicily B.c. 282, or the Mamelukes
in Egypt in the thirteenth century of our era.

* The description of the character and office of Josephius (De
Bell. Vand. ii. 15), ‘clerk of the imperial guards’ (rdv Bao\éws
¢urdkwr ypappuarels), ‘& man of distinction and one of the house-
hold of Belisarius,’ may at least illustrate the position of Procopius
himself in the army.
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when he arrived. The mutineers were encamped BOOK V.
round the city, confident that on the morrow it ——
would be theirs. Day dawned: they heard that 836
Belisarius was inside the walls: awed by the mere Departur.
name of the mighty commander, they broke up their rebel.
camp and commenced a disorderly retreat, or rather

flight, never halting till they reached the city of
Membressa on the Bagradas, fifty-one Roman miles
south-west from the capital!. Here they at length Belisarine
ventured to eneamp ; and here the terrible Belisarius™ =
came up with them, having only 2000 men under

his standards, whom by gifts and promises he had
persuaded to return to their former loyalty. As
Membressa itself was unwalled, neither army dared

to occupy it. Belisarius seems to have crossed the
Bagradas?, which is not a rapid though a pretty
copious stream, without opposition, and encamped

near to its banks. The mutineers, whose army must

have been five times as large as his, pitehed their

camp on an elevated spot, difficult of access. Both
commanders, according to classic edstom, harangued

their men, or at least the Thucydidean historian

whom we are following thinks proper to represent

them as thus encouraging their troops. Belisarius, Specch of
while deploring the hard necessity which compelled him Belisarius.
to take up arms against the men who had once echoed

his own pass-word, declared that they had brought

their ruin on themselves by their unholy deeds, and

that the devastated fields of Africa, and the corpses

' Equivalent to nearly 47 English miles. Procopius’ measure-
ment, 350 stadia, agrees very nearly with the 51 miles of the
Antonine Itinerary. '

* The Bagradas is the modern Medjerdah.

VOL. 1IV. D
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BOOK V. of the comrades slain by them, men whose only crime
~ -~ was their loyalty, demanded vengeance. He was
396 persuaded that the newly-raised tyrant Stutza would

want that confidence in himself and in the prompt
obedience of his troops which alone ensures success.
And he ended with a maxim of which his own career
was to afford a signal verification: ‘It is not by the
mass of combatants but by their disciplined courage
that victories are won.’

Specch of  Stutza enlarged on the ingratitude which, after they

Stutza, . . .
had undergone the toils of war, had given to idle
non-combatants the fruits of victory. After the one
gleam of freedom which they had enjoyed during the
last few weeRks, a return to slavery would be ten times
bitterer than their previous condition. If indeed even
to live as slaves would be granted them,—but after
the dangerous example which they had set, they must
expect, if vanquished, to suffer unutterable punish-
ments, perhaps to expire in torment. They could
die but once: let them die, if need were, free warriors
on that battle-field. Nay, rather, let them conquer, as
they must do, a foe so greatly their inferior in numbers,
and whose troops in their secret hearts were only
longing to share their freedom.

Batttlo After all this eloquence the battle was hardly

Bagradas. 8 battle. The mutineers, finding that the wind blew
strongly in their faces, and fearing that their spears
would thas fail to penetrate, endeavoured to make
a flank movement, and so to get to windward of the
enemy. Belisarius did not give them time to execute
this manceuvre, but ordered his men to come to close
quarters at once while the mutineers were still in
disorder. This unexpected attack threw them into
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utter confusion. They fled in headlong rout, and did Bgoxsv.
not draw bridle till they reached Numidia. The
“Vandals, less demoralised than the disloyal soldiers, 5, 3%
for the most part refused to fly, and died upon the therebels.
field of battle. Belisariug' army was too small to
venture with safety upon a long pursuit, but the

camp of the enemy was given up to be plundered

by them. They found it richly furnished with gold

and silver, the spoil of Carthage; utterly deserted

by the men, but full of women, the original abettors

of the war, who had now, probably in obedience to

the laws of Mars, to contract a third marriage, with

their new conquerors. '

The rebellion appeared sufficiently crushed to justify Return of
Belisarius in returning to Sicily, especially as there to Sicily.
was a danger that the example set by the Carthaginian
insurgents might be followed by the army stationed
there. Accordingly, leaving his son-in-law Ildiger and
Theodore of Cappadocia in charge of the African
capital, he sailed away to Syracuse.

The interest which the mutiny at Carthage possesses
for us consists in the light which it throws on the
character of Belisarius, and the ascendency which he
exercised over a greedy and licentious soldiery. Its
course after he disappears from the scene must be
described as briefly as possible.

The Roman generals in Numidia, five in number, After-
finding Stutza with his band close to their frontier, g‘{)‘:{::re-
marched hastily against him, thinking to crush him ™"
before he could re-form his scattered army. He
advanced, however, into the space between the hostile
ranks, and delivered a short and spirited harangue,

the result of which was that the generals found them.
D 2
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selves deserted by their troops, who went over in
a body to the insurgents. The generals took shelter
in a neighbouring church, surrendered on the promise
of their lives being spared, and were all slain by Stutza,
a man without pity and without faith.

The mutiny having thus become more formidable
than ever, Justinian took a step which he would have
done well to take sooner. He sent his nephew, the
best of the nobles of the imperial house, the gentle
and statesman-like Germanus, with a sufficient supply
of treasure to discharge the soldiers’ arrears of pay,
which had evidently been accumulating for some time ;
and with instructions to pursue a policy of conciliation
towards the insurgents, declaring that the Emperor
only desired the good of his brave soldiers, and would
severely punish all who had injured them. The man
and the policy were so well matched that Germanus,
who at first found under the jmperial standard only
a third of the troops entered on the African muster-
rolls, had soon under his eommand a larger number of
soldiers than followed the fortunes of Stutza. The
rebels lost heart and fled again into Numidia. A battle
ensued at a place called Scalae Veteres?, the site of
which does not appear to have been identified. The
tight was desperate and confused. Rebels and loyalists
were so like one another in outward appearance, that
the troops of Germanus were obliged to be continually
asking for the pass-word, in order to distinguish friend
from foe. The horse of Germanus was killed under

! So the translators agree in rendering the ywpiov & &) KaAlao-
Bardpas xakodor "Popaior of Procopius (De Bell. Vand. ii. 17) : but
possibly some other name, which might lead to the identification
of the site, is concealed under it.
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him ; but in the end his standards triumphed. Stutza Book v.
fled: the rebel camp Wwas sacked by the victorious _ %
imperialists, who in the fury of plunder refused to

listen even to the restraining voice of the general.

A squadron of Moors who had been hovering on the
outskirts of the battle, the professed allies of the
insurgents, but waiting to see which side was favoured

by Fortune, now joined the Emperor’s forces in a head-

long chase of the defeated soldiers.

With the battle of Scalae Veteres the military $36 or 537.
rebellion was at an end. Stutza with some of the mllxtnry
Vandals succeeded in escaping to Mauritania, where rebelion.
he married the daughter of one of the Moorish chiefs.
Solomon, who on the departure of Germanus was sent Return of
to resume the government of Africa, expelled the s"hm(m’
Moors from Numidia as well as from the Ca.rtha.guuan
province, and for four years ruled these regions in
peace and prosperity. In 543 some acts of ill faith Hls  death,
on the part of the Romans roused the hitherto loya.l
Moors of Tripoli and Tunis into insurrection. The
chief, Antalas, long a faithful ally of the Romans,
headed the movement : and in one of the first battles
of the war, the Eunuch Solomon, deserted by a large
body of his troops, who accused him of parsimoniously
withholding from them their share of the spoils, fell
into the hands of the enemy and was slain. His
nephew Sergius, a young man of swaggering de- Sergius
meanour, ignorant of the art of war, unpopular with *"°"""
the generals for his arrogance, with the soldiers for
his cowardice and effeminacy, with the provincials
for his avarice and lust, was entrusted with the
government of the province, which under his sway
went rapidly to ruin.
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And now for a brief space Stutza reappeared on the
scene, co-operating with Antalas, and labouring not
altogether in vain to combine with the Moorish in-
vasion a revival of the old military mutiny. Sergius
prosecuted the war with feebleness and ill-success.
John the son of Sisinniolus!, his best subordinate,
was 80 disgusted by the governor’s arrogance that he
ceased to exert himself in the imperial cause. And
after every defeat which Sergius sustained, after every
successful siege by the Moors, a number of soldiers
joined the standards of Stutza, who doubtless still
harangued’ as volubly as eight years ago on the
grievances of the army and the rapacity of the officials.

At length Justinian, though by this time he was
heartily weary of his Western conquests and the
endless cares in which they involved him, sent a few
soldiers and many generals to do their utmost towards
finishing the war in Africa. Among the generals was
Areobindus, a descendant probably of the great Aspar,
all-powerful under Marcian and Leo in the middle of
the previous century. He was himself allied to the
imperial house, having married Justinian’s niece.
Under Areobindus, John the son of Sisinniolus was
willing to fight, and not only willing but eager.
There was only one man in the world whom he
hated more than Sergius, and that was the upstart
Stutza. The hatred was mutualy and each of these
men had been heard to say, that if he could only kill
the other he would himself cheerfully expire. The
double prayer was, practically, granted. A slender
army of the imperialists—for Sergius moodily refused
his co-operation—met the Moorish king and the

! Who is called by Corippus, Joannes Primus.
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veteran mutineer on the plain below Sicca Venerea, BOOK V.

on the confines of the African and Numidian provinces,
about 100 miles south-west of Carthage'. Before the
battle commenced, John and Stutza, instinct with
mutual hatred, rode forth between the two armies to
try conclusions with one another in single combat.
An arrow from the bow of the imperial general

545-

wounded Stutza in the groin. He fell to the earth Death of

mortally wounded, but not dead. The mutineers and
the army of the Moors swept across the plain, and
found him lying under a tree, gasping out the feeble
remains of life. Full of rage they dashed on, over-
powered the scanty numbers of the imperialists, and
turned them to flight. John’s horse stumbled as he
was galloping down a steep incline: while he was
vainly endeavouring to mount, the enemy surrounded
and slew him. In a few minutes Stutza died, happy
in hearing that his great enemy had fallen. In the
first moment of the flight John had said, ¢ Any death
is sweet now, since my prayer that I might slay
Stutza has been granted.’

The events of this campaign induced Justinian at Sorgius
remove

Stutza.

last to remove Sergius from the government of Africa from the

and send him to prosecute the war in Italy. After
murders, insurrections, changes of ruler which it is
not necessary to relate here?, another John, dis-

! An interesting description of Keff, the modern representative
of Sicca Venerea, and a sketch of the rocky eminence on which
its citadel stands, is given in Dr. Davis's Carthage and her
Remains (London, 1861), pp. 604-614. Siceca played a not unim-
portant part in the war with Jugurtha. Apparently it is the
same place at which Arnobius the Christian apologist kept
a school, numbering Lactantius among his pupils,

* Areobindus governor 545. Slain by Gontharis, Roman

governor-
ship,
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tinguished as the brother of Pappus, was appointed
Magister Militum!, and sent to govern Africa®
Under his administration the province again enjoyed
some years of tolerable tranquillity, and the Moors
were brought into ordér and subjection. But from
decade to decade, the fine country which had once
owned the sway of the Vandals sank deeper into ruin.

general in Numidia. Tyranny of Gontharis. He is slain by
Artabanes, after thirty-six days’ rule, 545. Artabanes governor
545-546.

! There was, however, besides the Magister Militum a special
Praefectus Praetorio for Africa, ruling at Carthage. This magis-
trate was first appointed by Justinian in 534 (Codex i. 27). He
seems to have been replaced by an Exarch of Africa towards the
end of the sixth century (Bury, ii. 35 ; Diehl, L’Administration
Byzantine, &c., p. 157\

? The great number of persons bearing the name of the Apostle
John is a confusing element in the history of these times. In
the absence of surnames Procopius is very careful to distinguish
them by means of their family relationships. We shall have two
generals of the name of John to deal with in the Italian campaigns
of Belisarius, Meanwhile in the history of these African affairs
we distinguish the following bearers of the name :—

1. John the son of Sisinniolus, the enemy of Sergius and the
slayer of Stutza.

II. John the brother of Pappus, governor of Africa for some
years after 546. He was the hero of the poem of Corippus, and
husband (probably) of Justina, niece of Justinian,

II1. John the Armenian, brother of Artabanes, slain in the
same battle as No. I.

1V. John the usurper (¢ rvpavwos), gJso called Stutza Junior,
whom the soldiers made their leader after the death of Stutza.
‘With a following of 1000 soldiers he joined the usurper Gontharis
(545). After the death of Gontharis he took refuge with some
Vandals in a church, surrendered to Artabanes on receiving
a promise that his life should be spared, and was sent bound to
Constantinople (545).

(Procop. de B. V. ii. 28, and Marcellinus Comes, 8. a. 547—
two years too late.)
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Many of the provincials fled to Sicily and the other Book v.
islands of the Mediterranean!., The traveller, in Ou. 2.
passing through those regions which had once been

most, thickly peopled, now scarcely met a single
wayfarer?. Languishing urder barbarian inroads,
imperial misgovernment, and iniquitous taxation, the
.country was ripening fast for the time when even
Saracen invasion should seem & relief from yet more
intolerable evils.

Our rapid survey of events in Africa has carried Balianrins
us fully ten years beyond the point which we have in italy,
reached in the history of Italy. We go back to 536-
Belisarius, landing at Syracuse, on his return voyage
from Carthage in April or May 536. The fears which
were entertained of a repetition in Sicily of the muti-
nies of Carthage proved groundless ; or, if there had
been disaffection, the soldiers at the mere sight of
a born ruler like Belisarius at once returned to their
accustomed - obedience. He was able to administer
the best antidote to mutiny, employment. Leaving
sufficient garrisons in Syracuse and Palermo, he crossed
from Messina to Reggio, and planting his standard
on the Italian soil, was daily joined by large numbers
of the inhabitants.

Belisarius was now in Magna Graecia, that region The By-
which, in the seventh century before the birth of in Magna
Christ, was so thickly sown with Hellenic colonies Gracci.
that it seemed another Hellas. Down to the time of
the wars of Rome with Pyrrhus and the Tarentines
(B.c. 281-272) this Grecian influence had lasted un-
impaired. How far it had in the succeeding eight

! Procopius, De Bello Vandalico, ii. 23 (i. 512).

* Procopius, Anecdota, xviii. (iii. 106).
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Bgoxv centuries been obliterated by the march of Roman
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legions, by the foundation of Roman colonies, by the
formation of the slave-tilled latifundia of Roman pro-
prietors, there are perhaps not sufficient materials to
enable us to decide. Cértainly the Byzantine re-con-
quest was both easier and more secure in Calabria
and Apulia than in any other part of Italy. One
cause of this was that there were fewer Goths in the
south than in the north. Possibly another cause may
have been that still existing remembrances of the
golden age of Magna Graecia took the sting out of
the taunt, ‘They are but Greeklings'’ which was
sometimes applied, not by Goths only, but by Italian
provincials, to the invaders from Byzantium. To trace
out the remains of this lingering Hellenic feeling, and
to distinguish them from the undoubted and con-
siderable influence exerted on Southern Italy by the
Greeks of Constantinople from the sixth century to
the twelfth, would be an interesting labour ; but it is
one which lies beyond our present province 2.

At Reggio Belisarius received an accession to his
ranks, which showed the weakness of the national
feeling of the Goths. No less a personage than
Evermud, the son-in-law of Theodahad, who had been
entrusted with a detachment of troops to guard the
Straits, came with all his retinue * into the Roman

! ¢ Graeculi isti.’ -

* Of course all that-is here said about the old and new
Hellenism of South Italy applies, with certain modifications, to
Sicily also.

* Proc. DeB. G. i. 8. For the received text fiv raiol rots éropévors,
the alternative reading év wéoe 7, &, found in Hoeschel's edition,

seems to give a better sense, (Thls is the reading adopted by
Comparetti.) .
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camp, prostrated himself at the feet of Belisarius, an(:l B%?‘st
expressed his desire to be subject to the will of

the Emperor'. His unpatriotic subserviency was ré-
warded. He was at once sent to Constantinople, that
haven of rest and luxury, which all Romanised Goths
languished to behold, and there received the dignity
of Patrician and many other rewards from the hand of
Justinian. |

The Roman army marched on unopposed and sup- Advance
ported by the parallel movement of the fleet, through to Naples.
the province of Bruttii and Lucania® They crossed
the wide bed of the Silarus; they entered the pro-
vince of Campania. Still no Gothic army disputed
the passage of any river, nor threatened them from
any mountain height. At length they reached a strong
city by the sea, defended by a large Gothic garrison,
the city of Neapolis, the modern Naples. Before
this place Belisarius was to ta.rry many days.

The modern city of Naples is divided into twelve Compari-
quartiers. It is built along a winding and beautifully amsiont
irregular shore-line, of which it occupies four miles mudern
in length, varying in breadth from one mile to two P>
and a-half, according to the nature of the ground.

By a recent census it contained about 460,000 in-
habitants. The Neapolis of the Roman Empire occu-
pied a space only a little overlapping one of the
twelve modern quartieri, that of S. Lorenzo. It
formed an oblong about 1000 yards in length by 8apo,
in breadth. Apparently we have no means of stating’

536.

! Jordanes (De Reb. Get. Ix. and De Reg. Succ. 370) gives
the Gothic form of Procopius’ Ebrimuth, and supplies a few
particulars.

* One province, not two, at the time of the Notitia.
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BOOKYV. its exact population at any period of the Empire ;
but, if we conjecture it at a twelfth of the population
of the modern city, we shall probably be exaggerating
rather than depreciating the number of its inhabitants.

It is thus evident that the modern traveller must
unclothe himself of many of his remembrances of the
existing city of Naples in order to form anything
like an accurate idea of the place which Belisarius
besieged. It may be well to proceed by the method
of rejection, and to indicate the chief points, con-
spicuous in a modern panorama of Naples, which we
must elimihate in order to obtain the true value of
the ancient Neapolis. Starting, then, from the western
extremity, from Posilippo and the Tomb of Virgil, we
come first to the houses which look upon the long
drives and shrubberies of the Riviera di Chiaia. We
see at a glance that these are modern. They no more
belong to the classical, or even the mediaeval, city
than the Champs Elysées of the French capital belong
to the Lutetia of Julian or the Paris of the Valois
kings. But two natural strongholds arrest the eye as
we move onwards towards the city: on the right the
little fortress-crowned peninsula of Castello dell’ Ovo,
on the left the frowning ridge of the all-commanding
Castle of St. Elmo. With the first we have already
made acquaintance. The site of the villa of Lucullus,
the luxurious gilded cage of the deposed Augustulus,
the shrine of the sainted Severinus, it suggests in-
teresting speculations as'to who may have been ith
occupants when the trumpets of Belisarius sounded
before its walls, but it is emphatically no part of the
city of Neapolis. Saint Elmo brings vividly before us
the differences between ancient and modern warfare.
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From the fourteenth century onwards (at least till Book v.
the most recent changes in the science of gunnery _ows
deprived it of its importance) it was emphatically the
stronghold of Naples. He who held that tyrannous
crest of rock virtually held the town. And yet in the
wars of the Romans and the Goths this magnificent
natural fortress seems to have been absolutely unim-
portant. The nearest houses of Neapolis were about
three-quarters of a mile distant from the base of Saint
Elmo, and in those days of catapults and balistae this
distance would seem to have been enough to rob even
such an eminence of its terrors; otherwise we must
surely have heard of its being occupied by Belisarius.
We move forwards to the east, still keeping tolerably
near the shore. The far-famed Theatre of San Carlo,
the Bourbon Palace with its rearing horses in bronze,
the massive Castel Nuovo, and the two harbours
below it, all these are outside of the ancient city.
Outside of it too is the quaint and dingy Largo del
Mercato, that most interesting spot to a lover of
mediaeval Naples, where market-women chatter and
chaffer over the stone once reddened with the blood
of Conradin, where a poet’s ear might still almost
hear the gauntlet of the last of the Swabians ring
upon the pavement, summoning his Aragonese kins-
man to the age-long contest with the dynasty of
Anjou. All this is Naples, but not Neapolis. Where
then is the ancient city? Turn back towards the
north-west, strike the busy street of the Toledo about
a third of the way up on its course from the sea.
Here at length we are, not at, but near, the site of the anm of
classical city, whose western wall once ran parallel Nespolis
to the Toledo at a distance of about 150 yards to the
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right. The Piazza Cavour (Largo delle Pigne) and
Strada Carbonara lie a little outside of the northern
boundary of Neapolis. Castel Capuano (near the
modern railway station) marks its extreme eastern
point. The southern wall ran along a little range
of higher ground (now nearly levelled with the plain
below it), at a distance of some two or three hundred
yards from the coast-line, from the Church of the
Annunziata to the University. One suburb on the
west perhaps once extended about half-way from the
western wall of the ancient city to the Toledo, and
another on the south may probably have filled up
in a similar way the interval between the city and
the sea !,

The block of ground thus indicated once stood
out—difficult as it is now to believe it—somewhat
abruptly above the surrounding plain2 Even now,
looking at it on the map, we can trace in it the
handiwork of the Roman surveyors. Its three broad
‘Decuman’ streets running from east to west (Strada
Nilo 3, Strada dei Tribunali, and Strada Anticaglia),
intersected by twenty-three ¢ Cardines’ running from
north to south, still, notwithstanding the alterations
made in them to gratify the Neapolitan passion for
church building, exhibit an appearance of regularity
and rectangularity conspicuously absent in the other
part of the city, the haphazard §rowth of the Middle

! Capasso thinks that the sea has not here receded more than
a few yards since the days of the Romans.

* This seems to be the general opinion of the topographers, yet
the measurements given by Beloch (p. 63) of the level at which
Roman remains have been found, do not seem to give a depth of

more than about twenty feet for the depression north of the city.
* With its continuation Strada Biagio and Strada Forcella.
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Ages. Roman remains have at various times been BooK V.
discovered under almost the whole of the space de- o2
noted above, but nothing is now left for the lover of
Roman antiquity to gaze upon save two Corinthian
columns of the Temple of the Dioscuri built into the
church of 8. Paolo Maggiore, and some faint traces

of the ancient Theatre lingering in the yards and
cellars of the Strada Anticaglia .

Fortunately we have an excellent aid to the imagi- Likoness

nation in endeavouring to bring before the mental polis to
vision the Neapolis which Procopius gazed upon. The Fompel
neighbouring town of Pompeii is very similar in dimen-
sions and shape, and was probably very similar in
character 2. Only we must suppose that nearly five
centuries—centuries upon the whole rather of the
decay of art than of its development—had passed
over the Tablina and the Triclinia of the buried city
to make it correspond with its surviving neighbour.
The heathen temples must be imagined to have
fallen somewhat into decay, and several Christian
basilicas must be allowed to have grown up under
their shadow. The fact that the four oldest parish
churches in Naples *—S8. Giovanni Maggiore, Santi
Apostoli, S. Giorgio Maggiore, and S. Maria Maggiore
—all belong to the district whose confines we have
traced, is an’ interesting confirmation of the truth
of its antiquity *

! Between the Vico di S. Paolo and the Vico dei Giganti.

* Pompeii as well as Neapolis seems to have been about 1000
yards long by 800 broad.

3 The Duomo (dedicated to S. Geennaro), though situated within
this district and on the site of the temples of Neptune and Apollo,

dates from the period of the Angevin kings.
¢ The alluring pursuit of all enquirers into the earliest history
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Belisarius stationed his fleet in the harbour, where

- -~ they were beyond the range of the projectiles of the
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enemy. A Gothic garrison stationed in ¢ the suburb’
(possibly the suburb between the city and the sea) at
once surrendered to the invaders. Then a message
was sent to the Roman general asking him if he
would consent to receive a deputation of some of the
principal inhabitants of the city, anxious to confer
with him for the public welfare, He consented, and
the deputation, with one Stephanus at its head, ap-
peared before him. Stephanus pleaded the hard case
of the Roman citizens of Naples, summoned by a
Roman army to surrender their town, and prevented
from doing so by a Gothic garrison. Nor were even
these Gothic soldiers free agents. Their wives and
children were in the hands of Theodahad, who would
assuredly visit upon them any fault which the garrison
might commit towards him. In these eruel eircum-
stances the citizens begged Belisarius not to press
upon them his summons to surrender. After all, it
was not there, but under the walls of Rome, that the
of Neapolis is the attempt to fix the site of Palaepolis, the elder
sister of that city, like her founded from Cumae, but ultimately
absorbed in or obliterated by the greatness of her younger rival.
Many Neapolitan archaeologists fix Palaepolis on the east of the
other city. Niebuhr, with a somewhat amusing positiveness,
fixes it far to the west, near Pesilippo. 8. Capasso contends for
a nearer position on the south-west, at thesJastel Nuovo and on
the site of the present Palazzo Reale. Beloch argues that there
never was such a city as Palaepalis, and that the mention of it is
due to a misunderstanding of the word Palaepohtam-—-the old
citizens of Neapolis as opposed to some new settlers. But in the
facg of Livy's clear statement (viii. 32) as to the situation of the
two ‘dties, and the record in the Trifymphal Fasti of the victory of

Publilius over the ‘ Samnites Palaeopolitanei,” this seems too bold
a stroke of historical scepticism.
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decisive engagement would have to be fought. If Bookv.
Rome were reduced to the Emperor's obedience, o
Neapolis must inevitably follow its example. If the ¥
general were repulsed from Rome, the possession of a

little city like Neapolis would avail him nothing.

Belisarius coldly thanked the orator for his advice Reply of |
as to the course of the campaign, but announced his
intention of conducting the war according to his own
notions of military expediency. To the Roman in-
habitants he offered the choice of freedom to be
achieved by his arms; or slavery, they themselves
fighting to keep the yoke upon their necks. He could
hardly doubt what in such circumstances their choice
would be, especially as the prosperous condition of the
loyal Sicilians showed that he was both able and
willing to keep the promises which he made in the
name of the Emperor. Even to the Goths he could
offer honourable terms. Let them either enter his
army and become the servants of the great Monarch
whom the civilised world obeyed, or, if they refused
this proposal, on the surrender of the city they should
march out unharmed (it is to be presumed with the
honours of war), and depart whither they would.

Stepha.nus, whose patriotism had been quickened by Debatesiu
the promise of large rewards to himself if he could the ity
bring about the surrender of the city, strove earnestly
to induce his fellow-citizens to accept the terms of
Belisarius. He was seconded in these efforts by a
Syrian merchant named Antiochus, long resident in
Neapolis, a man of great wealth and high reputation.

Two -orators however, named Pastor and Asclap
dotus, also men of great influence in the city, stood

forth as the advocates of an opposite policy, one of
VOL. IV. E
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loyalty to the Goths and resistance to Byzantium.
If we are perplexed at finding professed rhetoricians
and men of letters (one of whom bears a Greek name)
championing the cause of the barbarians, we may
remember the life-long loyalty of Cassiodorus to the
house of Theodoric, and may conjecture that other
men of like training to his had been induced to enter
the Gothic service. Some of these, like the two
rhetoricians now before us, may have had statesman-
ship enough to see that the so-called ‘ Roman liberty’
which was offered to the Italians would mean only
a change of masters, and that change not necessarily
one for the better.

By the advice of Pastor and Asclepiodotus, the

the offered demands of the Neapolitans were raised so high that

terms o
capitula-
tion.

in their opinion Belisarius would never grant them.
A memorandum containing these demands was pre-
sented by Stephanus to the General, who accepted
them and confirmed his acceptance by an oath. On
the news of this favourable reply the pressure in favour
of surrender became so strong that the Gothic garrison
alone would not have ventured to resist it. The
common people had begun to stream down towards
the gates with the intention of opening them: but
then the two orators ‘whose sentence was for open
war’ gathered the Goths and the principal Neapolitans
together and again harangued them in support of their

Pastorand views: ¢The mob have taken this thought of surrender

Asclepio-
dotus

into their minds and are ea.ger to execute it!. But

! From this and other passages there seems -some reason to
conclude that the aristocratic party at Naples were at this time
in favour of the Gothic dominion, the democracy in favour of the
Byzantine. 4
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we, who deem that they are rushing headlong to ruin, BOOK Y.
are bound to consult you, the leaders of the state, and

to put our thoughts before you, the last contribution f::ly
that we can make to the welfare of our country. You cppose the
think that, because you have the promise and the oath

of Belisarius, you are now relieved from all further
danger of the horrors of war. And if that were so, we
should be the first to advise you to surrender. But

how can Belisarius guarantee your future security ?

He is going to fight the nation of the Goths under

the walls of Rome. Suppose that he does not gain

the victory: you will have the Gothic warriors in

a few days before your gates breathing vengeance
against the cowardly betrayers of their trust. And

on the other hand, if he wins, even on that most
favourable supposition you will have to make up

your minds to the permanent presence of an imperial
garrison in your town. For the Emperor, though he

may be much obliged to you for the moment for re-
moving an obstacle out of his path, will not fail to

make a note of the fact that the Neapolitans are

a fickle and disloyal people, not safe to be trusted

with the defence of their city. No: depend upon it,

you will stand better both with friends and foes if you

do not lightly surrender the trust committed to your
hands. Belisarius cannot take the city: the magnitude

of the promises which he makes to you is the plainest

proof of that. You have strong walls and an abundant
supply of provisions. Only stand firm for a few days

and you will see the cloud of war roll away from your
borders” With this the orators brought forward some Jewish
Jews to vouch for the fact that Neapolis was well pro- the Gathe.
visioned for a siege. The Israelite nation were always

E 2
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BOOKV in favour of the tolerant rule of Theodoric and his
successors as against the narrow bigotry of Byzantium.
Apparently, in this instance, they were able to speak
with authority, being the merchants by whose aid the
Negotis- needful stores of provision had been procured. The
::32::3:. result of the harangue of the two orators, backed by
brokenoff. 4 e assurances of the Hebrews, was that the party of
surrender was outvoted, and Belisarius, sorely vexed
at the delay, but unwilling to leave so strong a place
untaken in his rear, had to set about the siege of
Neapolis.
Appeal to  The citizens, having resolved on a stubborn defence,
e " appealed, as they bad abundant right to do, to Theo-
dahad for assistance. That miserable prince, utterly
unready for war, seems to have allowed the precious
winter months to slip by without making any prepara-
tions of importance, and was now seeking to diviners
and soothsayers for knowledge as to that future which
he had done nothing to mould. His classical reading
might have made him familiar with the well-known
saying of Hector,—
Els olwvds dpioros, dmvesfar wepi mdrpys’.
Theoda- But instead of this robust determination to conquer
tothe  Fortune, the dreamy mysticism of his own Etruria,
diviners: intent for centuries on poring over the page of futurity,
swayed the nerveless spirit of Theodahad. The manner
of divination, concerted between®him and a Jewish
magician, was ridiculous enough to have been practised
Quen of by any Roman augur. Thirty hogs, divided into three
batches of ten each, were shut up in three separate
pens. One was labelled ‘Troops of the Emperor,’
! ‘No better omen than his own right hand
Inspires the warrior for his native land.’

536,
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another ‘Goths’ and the last ‘Romans.” The un- Book v.
fortunate animals were then left for a certain number %
of days without food. When the pens were opened, 3
it was found that the Gothic hogs had all perished
save two, that of the Roman animals half had died
and the remaining half had lost all their bristles,
while the Imperialists were nearly all alive. The
inference was obvious. The Gothic race was doomed
to almost utter extermination ; the provincials of Italy
should suffer cruel hardships and the loss of all their
property, but half of the nation should survive the
war ; while the Byzantine invaders alone should emerge
from it fat and flourishing. After this augury of the
hogs, Theodahad felt himself even less prepared than -
before to send effectual succour to the Neapolitans.

The citizens, however, were making so good a defence Vigorous

resistance

that it seemed as if they might be able to do without ofthe
reinforcements. The steepness of the approaches to e
the walls, the narrow space between them and the sea,

which left no room for the evolutions of troops, and
possibly some defect in the harbourage which made it
difficult for the ships to approach near enough to hurl
projectiles into the city, all made the task of Belisarius

one of unusual difficulty. He had cut off the aqueduct

which brought water from Serino, in the valley of the
Samnite river Sabatus, into Neapolis; but there were

so many excellent wells within the enclosure that the
inhabitants scarcely perceived any diminution of their
water-supply. As day passed on after day and still Discou.
no breach was made in the walls, and many of his ;?glggllf;t
bravest soldiers were falling in the useless assaults, ™
Belisarius, chafing at the delay, began bitterly to

repent that he had ever undertaken the siege. It
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BooK v. was still perhaps only June?, but twenty days of the

O3 siege had already elapsed, and at this rate it would be

535 winter before he met Theodahad and the great Gothic
host under the walls of Rome.

The Issu- At this crisis, when he was on the point of giving

:«;?eﬁ?;gw the order to the soldiers to collect their baggage and

raise the siege, one of his body-guard, an Isaurian

named Paucaris, brought him tidings which gave him

a gleam of hope. One of his fellow-countrymen, a

private soldier, clambering, as these Isaurian moun-

taineers were in the habit of doing, up every steep

place that they could scale, had come to the end of

“the broken aqueduct. Curious to see the specus or

channel along which the water had once flowed, he

had entered through the aperture, which had been

imperfectly closed by the defenders of the city, and

crept for some distance along the now waterless

conduit. At length he came to a part of its course

where it was taken through the solid rock, and here,

to save labour, the diameter of the specus was smaller,

too small for a man in armour to creep through it.

Yet he deemed that the hole might be widened suffi-

ciently to remove this difficulty, and that it would

then be possible to penetrate by this forgotten passage

into the city itself. Belisarius at once perceived the

importance of the discovery, and sent some Isaurians,

with the utmost secrecy, under the guidance of their

countryman to a.ccomplish the desired excavation.

i

! Procopius’ indications of time are not very clear at this point,
but I conjecture that the siege of Neapolis may have occupied the
last twenty days of June, perhaps reaching on into July. The
deposition of Theodahad, which was its immediate result, occurred
in August. :
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They used no axe or hammer, that they might not BOOK .
alarm the enemy. Patiently, with sharp instruments
of steel they filed away at the rock, and at length , 5%

The aque-
returned to the General, announcing that there was duct made

tica-
now a practicable passage through the aqueduct. ble.
But before attempting by this means the assault of Belisarius

ives the
the city, Belisarius determined to make one more effort Gitizens

to persuade the inhabitants to surrender. Sending ch:f,léz'of
for Stephanus, he said to him (in words which remind *™"%"
us of a well-known utterance of our own Duke of
Wellington), ‘Many are now the cities that I have
seen taken, and I am perfectly familiar with all that
goes on at such a time,—the grown men slain with
the edge of the sword ; the women suffering the last .
extremity of outrage, longing for death but unable to
find one friendly destroyer; the children driven off
into bondage, doomed to sink from an honourable
condition into that.of half-fed and ignorant boors,
slaves of the very men whose hands are red with the
blood of their parents : and besides all this, the leap-
ing flames destroying in an hour all the comeliness of
the city. I can see as in a mirror, my dear Stephanus,
your fair city of Neapolis undergoing all these horrors
which I have beheld in so many of the towns that
I have taken ; and my whole soul is stirred with pity
for her and her inhabitants, She is a city of old
renown. They are Romans and Christians, and I have
many barbarians in my army, hard to restrain at any
time, and now maddened by the loss of brethren and
comrades who have fallen in the siege. I will tell
you honestly that you cannot escape me. The plans
which I have made are such that the city must fall
into my bands. Be advised by me, and accept an
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BOOK V. honourable capitulation while you can. If you refuse,

On. 2 blame not Fortune, but your own pe1vers1ty for all

msifn the miseries that shall come upon you.” With tears

f;“a:::;t and lamentations Stephanus delivered to his fellow-

it. citizens the message of Belisarius ; but they, confident

in the impregnability of their city, still abjured every

thought of surrender.

Prepara-  As there was no possibility of avoiding the assault,

forthe  Belisarius proceeded to make his plans for it as perfect

meatlt ag possible. At twilight he chose out four hundred

men whom he placed under the command of Magnus,

a cavalry officer, and Ennes, a leader of the Isaurians.

Though we are not expressly told that it was so,

there seems some reason to suppose that the half of

this force commanded by Ennes was itself of Isaurian

nationality ; and no doubt both Paucaris and the

original discoverer of the passage took part in the

-expedition. The men were fully armed with shield,

breastplate, and sword, and two trumpeters went with

them. The whole secret of the plan was then dis-

closed to Magnus and Ennes; the spot was indicated

where they were to enter the aqueduct, and from

whence with lighted torches they and their four

hundred were to creep stealthily into the city. Mean-

while the Roman host was kept under arms ready for

action, and the carpenters were set to work preparing
ladders for the assault. -

Some At first the General had to endure a disappointment.

exploring Fully one half of the aqueduct party—the non-Isaurian

Biny. ™ half if our conjecture be correct—when they had crept
hearted.  £or some distance through the-dark channel, declared
that the deed was too dangerous, and marched back to

the entrance, the reluctant and mortified Magnus at
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their head. Belisarius, who was still standmg there BOOK V.
surrounded by some of the bravest men in the army, o
had no difficulty in at once selecting two hundred Ot}f’;
volunteers to take the place of the recreants; and his velunteor.
gallant step-son Photius, claiming to be allowed to
head the expedition, leapt eagerly into the aqueduct.
The General thought of Antonina, and forbade her son
to venture through the channel; but the example of Al go for-
his bravery and the bitter taunts of Belisarius so -
stung the waverers, that they too returned into the
aqueduct, thus apparently raising the numbers of the
storming party to six hundred.

Fearmg that so large a detachment might make Bessas en-

some noise which would be heard by the Gothic g:tg::ttlc::x

sentinels, the General ordered his lieutenant Bessas g,g'::on
to draw near to the walls and engage their attention.
Bessas harangued them accordingly in his and their
native tongue, enlarging on the rich rewards of the-
imperial service, and advising them to enter it without
delay. They replied with taunts and insults ; but the
object was gained. In the storm of the debate, amid

all the crash of Teutonic gutturals, any muffled sounds

from the region of the aqueduct passed unheeded.

The storming party were now within the circuit of Exit from
the walls of Neapolis, but they found themselves e
penetrating further than they wished; and how to
emerge into the city was as yet by no means apparent.

A lofty vaulted roof of brick was over their heads.
They seem to have been standing in what would have
been a great reservoir had the aqueduct been still
flowing. Despair seized the heart of those who had
already entered the place, and the column of soldiers

still pressing on from behind made their situation each
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BOOK V. moment, more perilous. At length those in front saw
— a break in the vaulting above them, by the break the
f36' outlines of a cottage, by the cottage an olive-tree.
It was hopeless for armed soldiers to climb up that
steep reservoir-side ; but one brave fellow, an Isaurian
doubtless, laid aside helmet and shield, and with hands
and feet scrambled up the wall. In the cottage he
found one old woman in a state of abject poverty. He
threatened her with death if she stirred or shrieked.
She was mute. He fastened a strong strap which he
had brought with him to the stem of the olive-tree.
His comrades grasped the other end, and one by one

all the six hundred mounted without accident.
The aque- By this time the fourth watch of the night had

luct part .
;igmf:zybegun. The storming party rushed to the northern

ragen ramparts, beneath which they knew that Belisarius
' and Bessas would be stationed, slew two of the
-gentinels who were taken unawares, and then blew
a long blast on their bugles. At once the Byzantine
soldiers placed the ladders against the walls and began
to mount. Destruction! The ladders, which had been
hurriedly made in the darkness by the army-carpenters,
were too short, and did not reach to the foot of the
battlements. They were taken down again, and two
of them were hastily but securely fastened together.
Now the soldiers could mount. They poured over the
battlements. On the north side a# any rate the city

was won. o
On the south, between the sea and the wall, thé
task of the assailants was somewhat harder. There,
not the Goths, but the Jews kept watch; the Jews
ever embittered against the persecfting Government
of Constantinople, arid now fighting with the courage
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of despair, since they knew that the part which they Book v.
had taken in opposing the surrender had marked them o
out for vengeance. But when day dawned, and they were 53,6'
attacked in their rear by assailants from the other part

of the city, even the Jews were obliged to flee, and

the southern gates were opened to the Byzantines.

The besiegers on the east side, where no serious The city
assault had been contemplated, had no scaling ladders,
and were obliged to burn the gates of the city before
they could effect an entrance. By this time the whole
troop of semi-barbarians called the Roman army was
pouring through the town, murdering, ravishing,
plundering, binding for slavery, even as Belisarius had
prophetically described. The Huns who were serving
under the banners of the Empire, and who were no
doubt still heathens, did not respect even the sanctity
of the churches, but slew those who had taken refuge
at the altars.

Then Belisarius collected his troops together, prob- Blisarius
ably in the great Forum of the city, and delivered his sol-
a harangue in which he besought them not to tarnish mercital.
the victory which God had given them by unholy
deeds. The Neapolitans were now no longer enemies,
but fellow-subjects: let them not sow the seeds of
irreconcilable hatred by a bloody butchery in the first
city which they had taken. With these words, and
with the assurance that all the wealth which they
could lay hands upon should be theirs, as the fitting
reward of their valour, he persuaded the soldiers to
sheathe their swords, and even to unbind their captives >
and restore wives to their husbands, children to their
parents. Thus,s®ys the historian, did the Neapolitans—

those at least of them who escaped the massacre—pass
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RooK V. in a few hours from freedom to slavery, and back again
2 from slavery to freedom, and even to a certain measure
S of comfort. For they had succeeded in burying their
gold and all their most precious property; and after the
storm of war had passed they were able to recover it.
The Eight hundred Gothic warriors were taken prisoners
prisoners, in the city. Belisarius protected them from outrage
at the hands of his soldiery and kept them in honour-
able captivity, treating them in all respects like soldiers
of his own.

Fato of The unhappy leaders of the war-party attested by
" their end the sincerity of their advice. Pastor, who
was previously in perfect health, when he saw that the
city was taken, received so violent a shock that he had

a stroke of apoplexy which proved immediately fatal.
Asclepiodotus with some of the nobles of the city

violent  presented himself boldly before Belisarius. Stephanus,
ne " in his grief at the calamities which had befallen his
Phant - ative city, assailed with bitter reproaches ¢that
betrayer of his country, that wickedest of men, who
had sold his city in order to curry favour with the
Goths. Had the cause of the barbarians triumphed,
Asclepiodotus would have denounced the patriots as
traitors and hounded them to the death. Only the
valour of Belisarius had delivered them from this
calamity.” With some dignity Asclepiodotus replied
that the invective of Stephanus waf really his highest
praise, since it showed that ke had been firm in his
duty to those whom he found set over him. Now that
by the fortune of war Neapolis had passed under the
power of the Emperor, Ascleplodotus would be found
as faithful a servant of the Emplre as he had been

of the Goths, while Stephanus at the first whisper of
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ill-fortune would be found veering back again from Book v.
his new to his old allegiance. o2
We are not told what part Belisarius took in this :jf’of
quarrel. The populace followed Asclepiodotus on his Asclepic-
departure from the general’s tent, assailed him with
reproaches as author of all their miseries, and at length
slew him and mangled his remains. Then seeking
the house of Pastor, they would not for a long time
believe his slaves who assured them of his death.
Satisfied at last by the sight of his dead body, they
dragged it forth from the city and hung it ignominiously
on a gibbet. They then repaired to the quarters of
Belisarius, told him what they had done, and craved
pardon for the display of their righteous indignation,
a pardon which was readily granted.
So ended the Byzantine siege of Naples. The only
remembrance of it which, in the changed circumstances
of the city, a modern traveller can obtain, is furnished
by a few red arches which, under the name of Ponti
Rossi, traverse one of the roads leading north-eastwards
from the city, a little below the royal palace of Capo di
Monte. At this point apparently the aqueduct which
led into the city of Naples branched off from the main
line which held on its course westwards to Puteoli and
Baiae. Over these arches marched the hardy Isaurians
on that perilous midnight adventure which resulted in
the capture of Neapolis !.

! Lord Stanhope (Life of Belisarius, p. 180), following Muratori,
says that it was through this same aqueduct that Alfonso of
Arragon entered the city in 1442. But this, I am informed by
S. Capasso, isan error. The aqueduct through which the Spaniards
entered the city was ealled ‘della Bolla.” It brought water from
Somma under Mount Vesuvius, and entered the city through the
eastern, not the northern wall.
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THE ELEVATION OF WITIGIS.

’ Authorities.
Sources :—

BOOK V.  Procorius, De Bello Gotthico, i. 11-13. Cassioporus, Vari-
O3 aram, x. 31-35. JorDANES, De Regnorum Successione, 372-3;

De Rebus Geticis, 309-10.

536. Tue failure of the Gothic King to avert the fall of

Indigna- . .
tionof  Neapolis exasperated beyond endurance the warlike

e o™ subjects of Theodahad. His avarice and his ingratitude

hnoeda-  were known ; his want, of loyalty to the nation of his
fathers was more than suspected. Rumours of his
negotiations with Constantinople, even the most secret
and the most discreditable of them, had reached the
ears of his subjects, and now the worst of those rumours
seemed to be confirmed by his desertion of the defenders
of Neapolis, a desertion so extraordinary that mere in-
competence seemed insufficient to account for it.

Assembly  That which our ancestors would Have called 'a Fole-

of the na- . . .

tion undor mote, an assembly of the whole Gothic nation under‘

Regeta, arms, was convened, by what authority we know not,

Aug 536% ¢ deliberate on the perilous condition of the country.

' We got the date of the deposition of Theodahad from the
Liber Pontificalis (Vita Silverii), which states that it occurred two
months after the election-of Pope Silverius.
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The place of meeting was forty-three miles! from
Rome. It has been hitherto impossible to discover
any clue to the name given by Procopius, who says
‘The Romans call the place Regeta;’ but the other
indications afforded by him show that it was situated
in the Pomptine Marshes, and in that part of them
which the draining operations of Decius, who had ap-

BOOK V.
Cn. 3.

536.

parently cleared out the old Decennovial 2 Canal, had

restored to productiveness, perhaps even to fertility 3.

Allusion has already been made to Theodoric’s share
in the promotion of this useful work, and to the
palace bearing his name which crowned the heights of
Terracina . If not that palace itself, yet at any rate
the hill on which it stood, rose conspicuously on the
southern horizon some fifteen miles from the Gothic
meeting-place. The reason for choosing this spot was
that, thanks to the draining operations just referred
to, the vast plain furnished a plentiful supply of grass
for the horses of the assembled warriors °.

! English miles: forty-seven Roman : see Procopius, De B. G.
i 11, 'This passage is very important for the information which
it affords as to the length of Procopius’ stadium, which was
evidently 272 yards, 70 yards longer than the stadium of Attic
historians. Procopius says, in explaining the Latin word Decen-
novium : Ilorauds . . . évveaxailexa mepudv omueia, Smep Eoveow &
Tpels xkal 8éxa xal ékarov aradlovs. Since 113 stadia = 19 Roman
miles (of 1618 yards each)= 30,742 yards, it follows that one
stadium = 2721}5 yards.

? The Decennovial Canal derived its name from the fact that it
flowed past nineteen miles of the Appian Way.

3 See Abstract of the leiters of Cassiodorus, ii. 32, for Theodoric’s
¢ concession’ to Decius.

¢ See vol. iii. p. 277.

¢ Scholars seem to have given up in despair the attempt to
identify Regeta. Lord Stanhope suggests Lake Regillus, which
is absurd, neither the distance nor any of the other indications
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Book V.  As soon as the nation met upon the plain of Regeta,

Cu. 8.

536.
Deposi-
tion of
Theoda-
had.

it was clear that the deposition of Theodahad was
inevitable, and that the only question was who should
succeed him. The line of the great Theodoric was
practically extinct (only a young girl, the sister of
Athalarie, remained); and in the great necessity of
the nation, they travelled beyond the circle not only
of royal, but even of noble blood, to find a deliverer.

Eleotionof A warrior named Witigis, not sprung from any illus-

Witigis.

trious house !, but who had rendered himself illustrious
by great deeds wrought against the Gepids in the war
of Sirmium ?, was raised upon the buckler and acclaimed
as king3 The pen of the veteran Cassiodorus was
employed to draw up the document in which was
announced to the Goths the elevation of a king, ‘not
chosen in the recesses of a royal bedchamber, but in

furnished by Procopius agreeing therewith. The neighbourhood
of Terracina and of the Decennovian Canal is clearly pointed out
by Procopius. He seems, however, not to be aware that the
stream in question was not a natural river. Is it possible that
Regeta is an error for Regesta, and has something to do with the
dykes or embankments of the Decian drainage-scheme? It seems
to me that the site should be looked for pretty near Ad Medias
(Mesa Posta), the station on the Appian Way between Appii
Forum and Terracina. Procopius here displays a little archso-
logical learning about the Homeric island of Circe in connection
with Terracina and the neighbouring promontory of Circacum.

! Odérvyw eldovro, dvdpa oixias otk émdpavods dvra.

% See vol. iii. p. 396. j -

8 The account given by Jordanes (De Regnorum Successione,
372) makes the elevation of Witigis more the result of his own
contrivance and less the spontan¢ous act of the nation than that
of Procopius. ‘Vitiges . ..qui Campania[m] ingressus mox ad
campos venisset Barbaricos, ilico exercitus favore, quod contra
Theodahadum suspectum habebat exéepit. . . . Facto impetu in eo
consona voce Vitigis [Vitigem] regem denuntiant. At ille regno
levatus quod ipse optavergt mox populi voto consentit,’ etc.
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the expanse of the boundless Campa.gna of one who BQOK V.
owed his dignity first to Divine grace, but secondly to
the free judgment of the people ; of one who knew the 6.
brave men-in his army by comradeship, having stood
shoulder to shoulder with them in the day of battle.

His countrymen were exhorted to relinquish that
attitude of fear and mutual suspicion which the rule

of the craven Theodahad had only too naturally pro-
duced, and to work with one accord for the deliverance

of their nation.

Witigis decided without hesitation that the de- Denth of
throned monarch must die. He gave the word to a haa.
Goth named Optaris to follow Theodahad and bring
him back, dead or alive. Optaris had the stimulus of
revenge besides that of obedience to urge him to fulfil
his bloody commission, since he had lost a bride rich
and lovely, whose hand had been plighted to him, by
Theodahad’s venal interference on behalf of a rival
suitor. Night and day he spurred on his steed. He
came up with the flying King before he had reached
Ravenna, threw him to the ground, and cut his throat
as a priest would slay a sheep for sacrifice .

! Agnellus (Lib. Pont. Ecclesiae Ravennatis, § 62) says of
Theodahad, whom he calls Deodatus, ¢ Non post multos dies ivit rex
Deodatus Romam, et revertente (sic) occisus est a Gothis 15 miliario
de Ravenna, mense Decembris.” Either

(1) This date is wrong, which one does not like to admit, as
Agnellus is generally accurate in his indication as to the time of
year when events happened, though often wrong as to the year
itself ;

Or (2) the date assigned, on the authority of the Roman Liber
Pontificalis, to the deposition of Theodahad (August 536) is wrong;

Or (3) the interval between Theodahad’s deposition and death
was longer than the narrative of Procopius would lead us to infer.
~ Iincline to the last supposition. Perhaps there was really a short
VOL. 1V, . F



BOOK V.
Cu. 3.

536.

Deplor-
able state
of the
Gothie
monarchy.

Witigis

proposes
to leave
Rome.

66 The Elevation of Witigis.

So vanishes the Platonist Ostrogoth, the remover of
land-marks, the perjurer and the coward, from the
page of history. - It is not often that the historian has
to describe a character so thoroughly contemptible as
that of Theodahad.

Witigis on his accession to the throne found an
utter absence of effective preparation to meet the
enemy. The two enemies, we should rather say, since
the Franks, in fulfilment of a secret compact with
Justinian, were in arms against the Goths, and a con-
siderable part of the army of Theodahad was stationed
in Provence and Dauphiné, endeavouring to defend
that part of the kingdom against the sons of Clovis.
In these circumstances Witigis determined to retire
for a time to Ravenna, not indeed evacuating Rome,
since the gallant veteran Leudaris was to be left in
charge of that city with 4000 picked troops, but with-
drawing the bulk of his army to the stronger capital,
and there at his leisure preparing for the defence of
the kingdom. In a speech to the army he set forth
the reasons for this course, the necessity for getting
the Frankish war off their hands and so of reducing
the number of their invaders, the difference between
a withdrawal dictated by motives of high policy and
a cowardly flight, and so forth. The most important
point of all, the effect of such a movement -on the
Roman population, was thus slight®y handled : ‘If the
Romans be well affected towards us, they will help to
guard the city for the Goths, and will not put Fortune
to the proof, knowing that we shall speedily return.
But if they are meditating any intrigue against us,

civil war between the partisans and the enemies of Theodahad :
or possibly he was in hiding from August to December.



The Goths abandon Rome. 67

they will do us less harm by delivering the city to the Book v.
enemy than by continuing in secret conspiracy; for we On- &
shall then know who are on our side, and shall be able 3%
to distinguish friends from foes.’

With these and similar arguments Witigis persuaded Error of
his countrymen to retire with the bulk of the army course.
into North Italy. It is easy to see now, and surely it
should have been easy to see then, that this was a fatal
blunder. The Franks, as the events of the next few
months were to prove, were fighting only for their own
hand, and might easily be bought off by territorial
concessions in Gaul. The real and only inevitable
enemy was Belisarius, the daring strategist who was
now at Neapolis, and who had come to the Italian
peninsula to conquer it, the whole of it, for his master
or to die. All-important in this struggle was' the
attitude of the Roman population, not in Rome only,
but over the whole of Italy. They could still look
back on the peace and plenty which had marked the
just reign of Theodoric. Though by no means welded
into one nation with their Gothic guests, there was
not as yet, we have good reason to believe, any im-
passable chasm between the two races; and if they
could be persuaded to cast in their lot with the
Teutonic defenders of their land, if they could practise
‘the lesson which they had been lately learning, of sub-
stituting the name ¢ Italy’ for ‘the Empire’; above
all, if they could be induced to think of Belisarius and
his troops as Greek intruders into their country, the
new Romano-Gothic people and fatherland might yet
be formed. The example of the resistance of Neapolis
showed that this was not a mere idle dream. But all

these hopes would be blasted, all the great work of
: F2 .
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BoOK V. Theodoric and Cassiodorus would be unravelled, and
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the Ostrogoths would sink into the position of a mere
countryless horde, themselves invaders of Italy rather
than the invaded, if the general of Justihian could once
get within the walls of Rome, if the name of that
venerable city with its thirteen centuries of glory could
once be his to conjure with, if the head and the
members being again joined together he could display
himself to the world as the defender of the Roman
Empire, in Rome, against the barbarians.

The chance, if chance there was, of so defending the
Goothic kmgdom was thrown away. The unwise counsel
of Witigis—who, it may be, could not believe himself
a king till he had actually sat in Theodoric’s audience-
chamber at Ravenna—prevailed, and the Gothic host
marched off northwards, leaving only Leudaris and
his 4000 braves to hold the capital against Belisa-
rius. Witigis took, indeed, some precautions, such as
they were, to assure the fidelity of the citizens. He
harangued Pope Silverius, the Senate, and the people
of Rome, calling to their remembrance the great
benefits which they had received from Theodoric; he
bound them under most solemn oaths to be faithful to
the Gothic rule ; he took a large number of Senators
with him as hostages for the loyalty of the rest. To
force the subjects whom he was not defending to swear-
eternal allegiance to his rule was *the work of a weak
man; to hint that, if they did not, their innocent
friends should suffer for it, was the threat of a cruel
one. This taking of hostages, though it might seem
for the moment an easy expedient for securing the
fidelity of an unguarded city, was essentially a bad
security. If the bond were forfeited by the surrender
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of the city, to exact the penalty, namely, the death of Book v.
the chief citizens of Rome, helpless and innocent, was to 0w 8.
put an absolutely impassable barrier of hate between the
Gothic King and the vast majority of the inhabitants
of Italy.

On his arrival at Ravenna Witigis took part in Witigis
a pageant which may have both amazed and amused Matase.
his Gothic subjects. He, the elderly warrior, the enth
husband of a wife probably of his own age, having
divorced that companion of his humbler fortunes, pro-
ceeded to marry the young and blooming Matasuentha,
sister of Athalaric and granddaughter of the great
Theodoric. Reasons of state were of course alleged for
these strange nuptials. An alliance with the royal
house might cause men to forget the lowliness of the
new King’s origin ; and the danger of his finding a rival
to the crown in Matasuentha’s husband, or even of her
making over her rights, such as they might be, to the
Emperor, was barred by her becoming the Lady of the
Goths. But the marriage was against nature, and
brought no blessing with it. The unfortunate girl, as
weary of her elderly husband as Athalaric had been of
his grey-hea,ded tutors, chafed against the yoke, and
made no secret of the fact that she loved not her
consort ; and he, divided between the pride of the low-
born adventurer exalted to a splendid position, and
the unhappiness of the husband who is unloved and
who lives in an atmosphere of daily reproaches, lost
any power which he may ever have possessed of de-
vising measures for the deliverance of the Gothic nation
from its peril %,

536.

! All our authorities agree as to the unhappiness of this marriage.
Procopius says (De B. G. i. 11): Maracotvlay . . . wapfévor 1€ xal
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Altogether, the elevation of Witigis was a mistake
for the Gothic monarchy. It was the old and often-
repeated error of supposing that because a man till he
has reached middle life has played a subordinate part
with some credit, he will be able to rise to the sudden
requirements of a great and difficult position ; that
respectability will serve instead of genius. Against
a general, perhaps the greatest that the world has ever
seen for fertility of resource and power of rapid com-
bination, the Goths had given themselves for a leader
a mere brave and honest blunderer, whose notions
of strategy were like those which Demosthenes re-
proved in his Athenian countrymen, who, as unskilful
pugilists, were always trying to parry a blow after
it had been struck and always being surprised by its
successor. Yet as, with all his incapacity, he was
loyal to the nation, the nation was loyal to him, and
during the three following years of his disastrous
leadership they never seem to have entertained the
thought of replacing him by a better commander .

Haying now allied himself with the daughter of the
murdered Amalasuntha, Witigis sent an embassy to

opalay 10y odoav, yuvaika yoperiy of T éfedovorov émrovjaare. Jordanes
(De Regnorum Successione, 373): ‘Regnoque suo confirmans,
expeditionem solvit et privata conjuge repudiata regiam puellam
Mathesuentam Theodorici regis neptem sibi plus vi copolat quam
amori’ The same words are used byeMarcellinus Comes, from
whom possibly Jordanes has borrowed them.

! There is something in this attitude of the Goths towards
Witigis which reminds one of the French confidence in General
Trochu during the siege of Paris. But this comparison is probably
unfair to Trochu. Victory over the Germans was scarcely possible
when the French general took the command in September 1870.

Victory over the Byzantines was abundantly possible for the
Gothic King in 536.
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Constantinople, urging, with some reason, that the Book v.
cause of quarrel between the Emperor and the Goths o &
was at an end. The vile Theodahad had paid the **
penalty of his crimes, a penalty which Witigis himself

had exacted from him. The daughter of Amalasuntha

sat on the Gothic throne. What more did Justinian
require ? Why should he not stop the effusion of
blood and restore peace to Italy? This letter to

the Emperor was supplemented by one to the orthodox
bishops of Italy, calling upon them to pray for the
success of the embassy; to the Prefect of Thessalonica,
praying him to speed the two ambassadors on their

way; and to the Master of the Offices at Constanti-
nople, beseeching him to use his influence in favour

of peace. All these letters came from the pen of
Cassiodorus '.

The letters written in reply to Witigis have not Presumed
been preserved ; but there can be no doubt that such Fustinian.
letters were received by the Gothic king, probably in
the late autumn of 536, and they must have been
to the intent that the war must now proceed, since
nothing but unqualified submission would satisfy the
demand of Justinian.

One of the first acts of the reign of Witigis was Gaulish
to buy off the opposition of the Franks by the cession sions
of the Ostrogothic possessions in Gaul (Provence and e *°
part of Dauphing)? and by the payment of twenty ™"

! See Cassiodori Variarum, x. 32-33. It is not quite clear
whether Witigis is addressing his own or Justinian’s Magister
Officiorum : but I think the latter.

2 At this time also, as v. Schubert thinks (Unterwerfung der
Alamannen, p. 178) the remnant of the Alamannic nation which
had lived in Raetia under the protection of the Ostrogothic kings,
was handed over by Witigis to Theudebert.
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hundredweight of gold (£80,000)'. Negotiations for
this purpose had been commenced by Theodahad, but
were interrupted by his death. Childebert, Theude-
bert, and Chlotochar now divided among them the
treasure and the towns ceded by the Goths, and con-
cluded a secret alliance with them, promising to send
some of their horde of subject nations to assist in the
defence of Italy. More they durst not do, being
desirous still to keep up the appearance of friendship
with Byzantium.

In thus resuming the pacific policy of Theodahad
towards the Franks,—a policy which enabled him to
recall the general Marcias and many thousands of the
bravest of the Goths to the south of the Alps,—Witi-
gis seems to have been only recognising an inevitable
necessity. His great error was in not making this
concession earlier. If he could thus purchase the
friendship of the Franks, and- secure his northern
frontier from their attacks, he ought to have done so
at once, and thus to have avoided the necessity for
the fatal abandonment of Rome.

! In the wild legend which figures as the story of Amalasuntha
in the pages of Gregory of Tours (Hist. Franc. iii. 31), this pay-
ment, reduced to 50,000 aurei (£30,000), is represented as the
weregild paid by Theodahad to the sons of Clovis for the murder
of their cousin Amalasuntha. It is possible that some such claim
may have been put forward by the Frankish princes, never at
a loss for a plausible pretext for war, ®
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Authorities.
Sources :—

Procorrvs, De Bello Gotthico, i. 14-15.

For ecclesiastical history, LiBeratus, cap. xxi, and the so-called BOOK V.

ANAstas1us BIBLIOTHECARIUS in his life of Pope Agapetus (apud _ %%
Muratori, iii. 128). It is convenient to use the name of this,
the reputed author of the ZLiber Pontificalis, who died about 886.
He seems, however, to be really responsible, even as compiler,
only for some of the later portion of the book. The lives of the
several Popes, at any rate at the point which we have now
reached, were probably composed by various, and for the most
part contemporary, biographers. (In this edition I follow the
chronology of Abbé Duchesne, the latest and incomparably the
best editor of the Liber Poutificalis.)

Guides : —

For ecclesiastical events, Milman’s History of Latin Chris-
tianity and Bower's History of the Popes (1750). This last
book is far too bitter and polemical in its plaidoyerie against the
Popes, but contains many useful references, apparently taken for
the most part from Baronius and Pagi.

For the almost infinite subject of Roman archaeology I have
consulted chiefly the following :—

Canina’s Edifizi di Roma Antica (1848-1856). Canina’s con-
jectural restorations of the buildings of ancient Rome, even if
they cannot always stand the test of detailed criticism, are
a great help to an unprofessional student.
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BOOKYV. H. Jordan’s Topographie der Stadt Rom im Alterthum.
Ot 4 His criticism of the late imperial and early mediaeval guide-
books to Rome, the Curiosum Urbis, Mirabilia Romae, and
Itinerary of the Monk of Einsiedeln, is extremely helpful, the
more so as he publishes the text of the documents on which

he comments.

Among my other guides are J. H. Parker's Archaeology of
Rome and his splendid collection of photographs, especially those
of the Walls and Gates; Gregorovius'’s Geschichte der Stadt
Rom, vol. i; E. A. Freeman’s Historical and Architectural
Sketches, and a paper by the same author in the British
Quarterly Review (1882) on Rome during the Sieges of the Sixth
Century ; T. H. Dyer’s article on Ancient Rome contributed to
Smith’s Dictionary of Greek and Roman Geography (requiring
modification in a few points owing to the discoveries of the last
twenty years), and the same author’s History of the City of
Rome; Rev. Robert Burn’s Old Rome (which contains all the
chief discoveries down to 1880); Hemans’s Ancient Christianity
and Sacred Art in Italy, and Murray’s Handbook (1881).

I have also to thank the Commendatore Lanciani, the well-
known Roman archaeologist, for some valuable information,
especially as to the Walls of Rome,

sightin-  THE events described in the preceding chapter

formati .
an t0 tho occupled the summer and autumn of 536. How Beli-

ments of Sarius was occupied during this interval it is not easy

Belisarius 45 say. The notes of time given us by Procopius in

ofeochif this part of his narrative are indistinct ; nor have we
between the siege of Neapolis and the siege of Rome
any of those little personal touches which indicate the
presence of an eye-witness. Possibly the historian
was still at Carthage, attached to the staff of the
African army. If in Italy, he was perhaps engaged in
administrative work in some one of the towns of
Procopius Southern Italy, such as Beneventum, of which he gives
ablyat . at this point. of his narrative a short account full of

tc¥en archaeological information. The name of the place, at
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first Maleventum, from the fierce winds which rage
there as well as in Dalmatia !, but afterwards changed
to Beneventum, to avoid the ill sound of the other
(‘for the Latins call wind ventus [Bévros] in their
language ')—the traditions of Diomed-the founder of
the city—the grinning tusks of the Calydonian boar *
slain by his uncle Meleager, still preserved down to the
days of Procopius—the legend of the Palladium stolen
by Diomed and Ulysses from the temple of Athené at
Troy and handed on by the former to Aeneas—the
doubt where this Palladium was then preserved,
whether at Rome or Constantinople >—all this archaeo-

! In Dalmatia, says Procopius, the wind is often strong enough
to lift up a man and the horse which he is riding and dashing
them down again to slay them. When it blows in its strength
all prudent persons keep indoors. This is that Bora of which
mention has already been made in connection with the battle of
Frigidus. See vol. i. p. 575. A similar violent wind, °the
Helm Wind,” blows in the neighbourhood of Cross Fell in
Cumberland. (See Sopwith’s Account of the Mining Districts of
Alston Moor, pp. 58-63.)

? ‘Three palms in circumference.’

8 Procopius’s account of the Palladium is worth transcribing at
length for its bearing on the history of early Greek and Asiatic
art, especially with reference to Dr. Schliemann’s discoveries.
‘Where the original statue is, the Romans say that they do not
know, but they show a copy of it carved in stone which even
down to my time has remained in the temple of Fortune before
the brazen image of Athené. The latter is in an open space east-
ward of the temple. This stone statue [the copy of the Palladium |
represents the goddess in a martial attitude, raising her spear as
if for battle and clad in a chiton reaching down to her feet. Z%e
face is not like the ordinary Greck effigies of Athené, but is altogether
of the old Egyptian type. The Byzantines say that the original
statue was buried by the Emperor Constantine in the Forum [at
Constantinople] which bears his name’ (De B. G.i. 15). Of course
the Byzantines’ version of the story was prompted by the hope of
eternal dominion for their city.

BOOK V.,
CH. 4.

536.
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BOOK4V logical gossip flows from the Herodotean pen of our
historian with a fulness which suggests that to him
the autumn of 536 was in after days chiefly memorable
ag the time of his sojourn at Beneventum.

Consolida- It seems likely that Belisarius devoted the summer

%3.1;25:32 and autumn months of 536 to the consolidation of his

Bonthorn conquests in Southern Italy. Cumae, that town by

Taly!  Lake Avernus of old Sibylline fame, which was the
only fortress besides Neapolis in the province of Cam-
pania, was occupied by him with a sufficient garrison.
Calabria and Apulia, as has been already said, offered
themselves as willing subjects to the Byzantine Em-
peror. A hardy and martial people like the Goths,
holding the central Apennine chain, might have given
Belisarius some trouble by separating Apulia from
Campania and intercepting the communications be-

Desortion tween the Hadriatic and Tyrrhene seas; but this

of Pitaas. danger was removed by the convenient treachery of
Pitzas the Goth, probably the same person as the
Pitzias who was victor in the war of Sirmium® He
now commanded in the province of Samnium, and
brought over with him not only his personal followers,
but at least half of the province, to the allegiance
of the Emperor 2.

Thus, with scarcely a stroke struck, had nearly the
whole of that fair territory which modern geography
knows as the Kingdom of the Two *Sicilies been lost
to the Goths and recovered by ‘the commonwealth of

536.

1 See vol. iii. p. 395.

* Procopius says that the Goths ‘ beyond the river which passes
through the middle of the province refused to follow Pitzas and
become subject to the Emperor.” He does not specify the river
more particularly. It was probably éither the Tifernus (Biferno)

or the Sagrus /Sangro).
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Rome.’ Belisarius might well pause for a few months BOOK V.
to secure these conquests and to await the result of °
the negotiations which Witigis, evidently somewhat ¥
half-hearted about his resistance, had opened up with
Constantinople. Besides, he had reason to expect
that he would soon receive an important communi-
cation from the Bishop of Rome himself; and before
the winter had fairly commenced that communication
came. To understand its full importance we must
rapidly turn over a few pages of Papal history.

It has been already said that, after the death of the Attitudes
unfortunate Pope John in the prlson of Theodoric, a?‘g:i:stt'ﬂe

a succession of somewhat inconspicuous Popes filled successors
of Theo-

the chair of St. Peter. Neither Felix III, Boniface 11, doric: -
Felix III,

nor John IT did anything to recall the stirring times ;5 july,
of the previous Felix or of Hormisdas: but the long 22,
duel with Constantinople had ended in the glorious }*{’“jﬁm
triumph of Rome; and the hard fate of John I had ffpl‘; o3
warned the pontiffs that their time was not yet come §32; Jobn
for an open rupture with ¢ Dominus Noster’ the King soas.
of the Goths and Romans, in his palace by the
Hadriatic. A cordial theological alliance therefore

with Byzantium, and trembling lip-loyalty to Ra-
venna, was the attitude of the Popes during these

years of transition. There were the customary dis-

putes and disturbances at the election of each Pontiff,

varied by stringent decrees of the Roman Senate
against bribery, by attempts on the part of the King's
counsellors to magnify his share in the nomination to

the vacant see, and by one yet stranger attempt on Atte;;x)gt
the part of Pope Boniface to acquire the power of Boniface
nominating his successor to the Pontificate—a power nate Vigi-

such as a servile Parliament of the sixteenth century Saccensor.
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. conferred on Henry VIII with reference to the English

crown. This scheme, however, was too audacious to
succeed. Boniface was forced, probably by the pres-
sure of public opinion, to revoke and even to burn
the decree of nomination. The chief interest of this
event for posterity lies in the fact that the person
who was to have been benefited by the decree was the
adroit but restless and unprincipled deacon Vigilius,
of whose later intrigues for the acquisition of the
Papal throne, and sorrows when he had obtained
the coveted dignity, we shall hear abundantly in the
future course of this history.

Theologically this uneventful period has a con-
spicuous interest of its own, as being one of the great
battle-fields of the assertors and impugners of the
doctrine of Papal Infallibility. One of the usual
childish logomachies of the East was imported into
Rome by certain Scythian monks, who pressed, as
a matter of life and death, the orthodoxy of the
formula ¢One of the Trinity suffered in the flesh’
as against the heretical ‘One person of the Trinity
suffered in the flesh.” Hormisdas, before whom the
matter was at first brought, had showed the usual
good sense of Rome by trying simply to crush out
the unintelligible and unprofitable discussion. In
doing so, however, he used words which certainly
seemed to convey to the non-thewlogical mind the
idea that he regarded the iphrase ‘One of the Trinity
suffered in the flesh’ as heretical. That phrase
a later Pope, John II, under some pressure from
Justinian, that he might not seem to countenance
Nestorianism, adopted as agreeing with the apostolic
teaching ; and it has consequently ever since been
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considered strictly orthodox to use it. Here are Book v.
obviously the materials for a discussion, very in- ol
teresting to theologians. The literature of the Hor-
misdas controversy is already considerable, and it is

‘quite possible that the last word has not yet been
spoken regarding it.

The successor of John II, Pope Agapetus, during Agapetus

his short episcopate of ten months, saw more of the f; lﬁky,
world than many of his predecessors in much longer 33 = Apnl
pontificates. After the mission of Peter and Rusticus *
had failed, through his own treachery and vacillation,
King Theodahad determined to make one more at-
tempt to assuage the just resentment of Justinian.
Knowing the great influence which since the reunion
of the Churches the Roman pontiff exerted over
the Eastern Caesar, he decided that Agapetus should
be sent to Constantinople on an embassy of peace.
To overcome the natural reluctance of a person
of advanced age, and in a position of such high
dignity, to act as his letter-carrier on a long and
toilsome winter journey, Theodahad sent a message
to him and to the Roman Senate informing them
that, unless they succeeded in making his peace with
Justinian, the senators, their wives, their sons, and
their daughters should all be put to the sword*. Truly
the instincts of self-preservation in the coward are
cruel.

Agapetus entered Constantinople early in 5362, and

! Liberatus, Breviarium, cap. xxi.

? See Clinton’s Fasti Romani, s. a. 535. It is admitted that
the date in the Liber Pontificalis, ‘ 10 Kalend. Maii,’ is a mistake
for ¢ Martii.” (Or rather, as Duchesne remarks, it is ‘ un nouveau
spécimen de ces interpolations de dates qui se sont produites
d’assez bonne heure dans cette région du L. P.” The same date
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BOOK V. Was received with great demonstrations of respect by
™" the Emperor and the citizens, In the fulfilment of
5356 Theodahad’s commission, as we know, he met with no

The Pope
senton an gyccegs, The Emperor replied,—and his reply is

z,?l,:,}?:gg characteristic of the huckstering spirit in which he
made war,—that after the great expenses to which
his treasury had been put in preparing the expedition
for Ttaly he could not now draw back, leaving its
object unattainedl. But if Agapetus could not or
would not effect anything on behalf of his Gothic
sovereign he effected much for the advancement of
his own ahd his successors’ dignity; and this visit
of his is a memorable step in the progress of the
Papacy towards an Universal Patriarchate. The see
of Constantinople was at this time filled by Anthimus,
recently translated thither from Trebizond by the
influence of Theodora, and strongly suspected of
Agapetus  sharing the Eutychian views of his patroness. Aga-

refuses to . .
recognise petus sternly refused to recognise Anthimus as lawful

wBatn® Patriarch of Constantinople, on the double ground of

s ti. the ecclesiastical canon against translations and of
;;:g;g;g;‘d his suspected heresy. Justinian tried the effect, so
e xe. powerful on all others, of the thunder of the imperial
voice and the frown on the imperial brow. °Either
comply with my request or I will cause thee to be
carried away into banishment.” Quite unmoved, the
noble old man replied in these ememorable words :
‘I who am but a sinner. came with eager longing
to gaze upon the most Christian Emperor Justiniar.

In his place I find a Diocletian, whose threats do not

‘10 Kal. Mai’ is given a little lower down as that of the'death of
Agnpetus.) -

! This characteristic touch is onlyf»in Liberatus,
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one whit terrify me.’ It must be recorded, for the Book v.
credit of Justinian, that this bold language moved his o &
admiration rather than his anger. He allowed the 536
Bishop of Rome to question the Patriarch of Constanti-

nople whether he admitted the two natures in Christ ;

and when the faltering answers of Anthimus proclaimed

him a secret Monophysite, Justinian, who always as-

sumed in public the attitude of an opponent of his

wife’s heresy, at once drove him from the see and from

the city. A new prelate, Mennas, of undoubted Chal- Agapetus
cedonian orthodoxy, was consecrated by Agapetus. crates the
Technically the rights of the see of Constantinople tr iy
may have been saved, but there was certainly some- 33 Mmh’
thing in the whole proceeding which suggested the

idea that, after all, the so-called Patriarch of New

Rome was only a suffragan bishop in the presence of

the successor of St. Peter.

Much had Agapetus done, and more was he doing,
to repress the reviving Eutychianism of the East—
encouraged though it was by the favour of Theodora—
when death ended his career. . He died on the 22nd of
April, 536 (when Belisarius was on the point of return-
ing from Carthage to Sicily), and his body, enclosed in
a leaden coffin, was brought from Constantinople to
Rome and buried in the Basilica of St. Peter.

The new Pope, Silverius, is said to have been Sllvel ius
intruded into the see by the mere will of the tyrant 8 June,
Theodahad,” who, moved himself by a bribe, brought 32,
terror to bear on the minds of the clergy to prevent " -
any resistance to his will. It is, however, strongly
suspected that this suggestion of an election vitiated
by duresse is a mere afterthought in order to excuse
the highly irregular proceedings which, as we shall
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hereafter see, were connected with his deposition®.
One fact, rare if not unique in' the history of the
Papacy, distinguishes the personal history of Silverius.
A Pope himself, he was also the son of a Pope. He
was the offspring, born in lawful wedlock, of the
sainted and strong-willed Hormisdas, who of course
must have been a widower when he entered the ser-
vice of the Church. We fail, however, to find in the
gentle and peace-loving Silverius any trace of the
adamantine character of his dictatorial father. Not
of a noble or independent nature, he appears to be
pushed about by ruder men and women, Gothic and
Roman, according to their own needs and caprices, and
is at last hustled out of the way more ignominiously
than any of his predecessors. Domineering fathers
make not unfrequently timorous and abject sons.

Such, then, was the Pope Silverius—for we now
return to contemplate the progress of the imperial
army—who, having sworn a solemn oath of fealty to
Witigis, now, near the end of 536, sent messengers to
Belisarius to offer the peaceful surrender of the city of
Rome. It was not, however, with any chivalrous inten-
tion of throwing themselves into the breach, and doing
battle for the commonwealth of Rome, that this invita-
tion was sent. Silverius and the citizens had heard, of
course, full particulars of the siege and sack of Naples,
and wished to avoid similar calamities falling upon them.
Weighing one danger- against another, they thought
that they should run less; rlak from the wrath of the

! Liberatus says distinctly that he was, elected by the citizens
of Rome, ‘De cujus [Agapeti] decessu audiens Romana civitas,
Silverium subdiaconum, Hormisdaé quondam- papae filium elegit
ordinandum’ (Breviarium, cap. xxii).
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Goths than from that of the Byzantines, and therefore Boox V.
sent Fidelius, the late Quaestor of Athalaric, to invite il
Belisarius to Rome, and to promise that the City should %
be surrendered to him without a struggle. Belisarius

gladly accepted the invitation, and leaving Herodian

with a garrison of 300 foot-soldiers in charge of Naples,

he marched by the Latin Way from Campania to

Rome. While the Via Appia was the great sea-coast Belisarius
road to Rome, the Via Latina took a more inland E“;‘Z?.‘L"%m
course by the valley of the Liris and along the base of Latine.
the Volscian hills, a course in fact very nearly coincid-

ing with that of the modern railway between Rome

and Naples. Belisarius and his army passed therefore
through the town of Casinum, and immediately under

its steep hill, upon the summit of which a man who

was to attain even wider fame than Belisarius had
reared, amid the ruins of Apollo’s temple, the mother-

edifice of a thousand European convents. It was
Benedict of Nursia, who, little heeding the clash of
opposing races, and scarce hearing the tramp of invad-

ing armies, was making for Monte Cassino an imperish-

able name in the history of humanity.

When the Gothic garrison of Rome learned that TheGothic
Belisarius was at hand, and that the Romans were Evaeate
disposed to surrender the City, they came to the con- fome.
clusion that against such a general, aided by the good-
will of the citizens, they should never be able to
prevail, and that they would therefore withdraw peace-
ably from Rome. Leuderis alone, their brave old
general, refused to quit the post which had been
assigned to him, but was unable to command the
obedience of his soldiers, or to recall them to some
resolution more worthy of the Gothic name. They

G2
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therefore ma,rched quletIy out by the Flaminian Gate
(on the site of the modern Porta del Popolo), while
Belisarius and his host entered by the Porta Asinaria,
that stately gate flanked by two semicircular towers

" which, though walled. up, still stands near the Porta

San Giovanni and behind the great Lateran Basilica.
Leuderis was quietly taken prisoner, and sent with
the keys of the city to" Justinian. So much for the
infallible precautions which Witigis assured the Goths
he had taken against the surrender of the city, the
‘numeroys men and highly intelligent officer who
would never allow it to fall mto the hands of
Belisarius !’

The entry of the Byzantine troops into Rome took
place on the gth of December, 5362 Thus, as Pro-
copius remarks, after sixty years of barbarian domina-
tion, was the city recovered for the Empire.

/

! (From the speech of Witigis.) *Omws pévror pundév 7 fupfBricera
Towdrov, éyd mpovojow. “Avdpas Te yip woldols kai dpxovra fuverd-
Tatov dmolelfoper ol ‘Pouny PuAdfar ixavol &oovrar (Procopius, De
B. G. i 11),

2 This date rests on the authority of Evagrius, the ecclesiastical
historian, who was born possibly in this very year 536 (H. E. iv.
1g). The Liber Pontificalis fixes it on the 4th of the Ides of
December, the 1oth of the month. The text of Procopius seems
to be corrupt: ‘Pdun e alfis éfjrovra éreaw Varepov vwd pqvos . .
#Aw. It is suggested that i=é represents 6. awe., ‘the gth of Apel-
laeus,’ that being, as stated by Evagefus, the Greek name of
December. It would seem; more natural (if grammar would
tolerate this use of $wd) to understand Procopius as saying,that
Rome was subject to the barbarians sixty years all but a month.
Had he some tradition, which we have lost, as to the precise date
of the capture of Rome by Odovacar ? [ Comparetti in his transla-
tion inclines to the above rendering, ‘e Roma fu ripresa dopo
sessant’ anni meno un mese (?) inell’ anno undecimo (?) da che
Ciustiniano teneva Pautorita imperiale.’]
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Belisarius seems not to have taken up his abode m;mcgliv
any of the imperial residences on the Palatine Hill, -—

-,

where the representative of the Byzantine Ca,esar;aelmus

might naturally have been expected to dwell, but, ::ﬁ:t‘;:

prescient of the coming struggle, to have at once fixed iz the
his quarters on the Pincian Hill. This ridge on the Palace.
north of Rome, so well known by every visitor to the’
modern city, who, however short his stay, is sure to

have seen the long train of carriages climbing to or
retyrning from the fashionable drive, and who has
probably stood upon its height in order to obtain the
splendid view which it affords of the dome of St. Peter’s,

was not one of the original seven hills of the city, nor
formed, strictly speaking, a part even of imperial Rome.
Known in earlier times as the Collis Hortulorum, or

Hill of Gardens, it occupied too commanding a position -

to be safely left outside the defences, and had there-

fore been included within the circuit of the walls of
Honorius, some of the great retaining walls of the
gardens of M. Q. Acilius Glabrio having been incorpo-
rated with the new defences!. Here then, in the Domus Advan-
Pinciana ?, the imperial General took up his,abode. :?xgee;&fi
Albeit probably somewhat dismantled, it was doultless *™
still a stately and spacious palace, though it has now

1 1 give this fact on the authority of 8. Lanciani, who considers
this part of the wall to belong to the Republican age. Its com- .
paratively early date is shown by the large masses of opus reficu-
latuih which it contains, this diamond-shaped style of brickwork
not “having been used in Rome after the earliest age of the
Empire. .

? The Domus Pinciana is mentioned in Cassiodori Variarum,
iii. '10; where Theodoric orders Festus to transport the marbles
whieh it appears have been taken down from the Pincian house
(‘quee de domo Pinciana constat esse deposita ’) to Ravenna.
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BOOK V. disappeared and left no trace behind. It was admirably
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adapted for his purpose, being in fact a watch-tower
commanding a view all round the northern horizon,
from the Vatican to the Mons Sacerl From this
point a ride of a few minutes on his swift charger
would bring him to the next great vantage-ground,
the Castra Praetoria, whose square enclosure, project-
ing beyond the ordinary line of the Honorian walls,
made a tempting object of attack, but also a splendid
watch-tower for defence, carrying on the generals
view to the Praenestine Gate (Porta Maggiore) on the
south-east of the city. Thus, from these two points,
about a third of the whole circuit of the walls, and
nearly all of that part which was actually attacked by
the Goths, was visible.

That the city would have to be defended, and that
it would tax all his powers to defend it successfully,
was a matter that was perfectly clear to the mind of
Belisarius, though the®Romans, dwelling in a fool's
paradise of false security, deemed that all their troubles
were over when the 4000 Goths marched forth by the
Flaminian Gate. They thought that the war would
inevitably be decided elsewhere by some great pitched
battle. It seemed to them obvious that so skilful
a general as Belisarius would never consent to be
besieged in a city so little defended by nature as was
the wide circuit of imperial Rome, nomundertake the
almost superhuman task of providing for the sustenance

! I think that this is correct, and probably an understatement
of the extent of the view. But the groves and gardens of the
Villas Borghese and Albani outside the walls make it difficult
now to say exactly how much was vxsxble from the Pincian in the
time of Belisarius.
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of that vast population in addition to his own army. Book v.
Such, however, was the scheme of Belisarius, who ot
knew that behind the walls of Rome his little army **
could offer a more effectual resistance to the enemy

than in any pitched battle on the Campanian plains.

Slowly and sadly the citizens awoke to the fact that

their hasty defection from the Gothic cause was by no

means to relieve them from the hardships of a siege.
Possibly some of them, in the year of misery that lay

before them, even envied the short and sharp agony of
Neapolis.

The commissariat of the city was naturally one of commi«
the chief objects of the General# solicitude. From eariat.
Sicily, still the granary of the State, his ships had
brought and were daily bringing large supplies of
grain. These were carried into the great warehouses
(horrea publica), which were under the care of the
Praefectus Annonae!. At the same time the citizens,
sorely grumbling, were set busily to work to bring into
the city the corn and provisions of all kinds that were
stored in the surrounding country.

Side by side with this great work went on the Repairof
repair of the walls, which Belisarius found in many tho wals.
places somewhat ruinous. Two hundred and sixty
years had elapsed since they were erected by Aurelian
and Probus, one hundred and thirty since they were
renewed by Honorius, and in the latter interval they
may have suffered not only from the slow foot of time,
but from the destroying hands of the soldiers of Alaric,
of Gaiseric, and of Ricimer. Theodoric’s steady and
persevering labours had effected something, but much
still remained to be done. Belisarius repaired the

1 See vol. ii. pp. 461 and 567-576.
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BOOK V. rents which still existed, drew a deep and wide fosse
" % round the outer side of the wall, and supplied what he

536.

Present
aspect of
these
walls,

considered to be a deficiency in the battlements by
adding a cross-wall to each on the left hand, so that
the soldier might dispense with the use of a shield,
being guarded against arrows and javelins hurled
against him from that quarter?.

The walls and gates of imperial Rome, substantially
the same walls which Belisarius defended, and many
of the same gates at which the Goths battered, are
still visible; and few historical monuments surpass
them in interest. No survey of them has yet been
made sufficiently #ninute to enable us to say with
certainty to what date each portion of them belongs:
but some general conclusions may be safely drawn
even by the superficial observer. Here you may see
the opus reticulatum, that cross-hatched brickwork
which marks a building of the Julian or Flavian age;
there the fine and regular brickwork of Aurelian;
there again the poor debased work of the time of
Honorius. A little further on, you come to a place
where layers of bricks regularly laid cease altogether.
Mere rubble-work thrust in anyhow, blocks of marble,
fragments of columns; such is the material with which
the fatal holes in the walls have beén darned and
patched ; and here antiquaries are generally disposed
to see the ‘tumultuary’ restoratiaps of Belisarius

! T presume that this is the meaning of Procopius : "Emadfw
& dxdomyy éyydviov &role, olxodopiav &) Twi. érépav & wAaylov
00 edovipov miféuevos, Jrws of BB rois émobor paxduevor
mpds Tdv &v dporepd opiot Texopaxowrwy dxara BéMwrrar (De
B. G i 14). I am not able to state whether any traces of
these cross-battlements or of the Behsanan fosse have been
discovered.

-
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working in hot haste to complete his repairs before BOOK V.
Witigis or the later Totila should appear before the
walls. In a few places the gap in the brickwork is
supplied by different and more massive materials.
Great square blocks of the black volcanic stone called
tufa, of which the wall of Servius Tullius was com-
posed, are the sign of this intrusive formation. Are
these also due to the rapid restorations of Belisarius,
or was it part of the original plan to make the now
superseded wall of the King do duty, after nine
centuries, in the rampart of the Emperor? We turn
an angle of the walls, and we see the mighty arches
of the interlacing aqueducts by which Rome was fed
with water from the Tiburtine and the Alban hills,
with admirable skill made available for the defence of
the city. We move onward, we come to Christian
monograms, to mediaeval inscriptions, to the armorial
bearings of Popes. At the south of the city we look
upon the grand Bastion, which marks the restoring
hand of the great Farnese Pope, Paul III, employing
the genius of Sangallo. We pass the great gate of
Ostia, that gate through which St. Paul is believed to
have been led forth to martyrdom, and which now
bears his name. The wall runs down sharply to the
Tiber, at the foot of that strange artificial hill the
Monte Testaccio ; for half a mile it lines the left bank
of the stream ; then at the gate of Porto it reappears
on the opposite side of the Tiber. Here it changes its
character, and the change is itself a compendium of
mediaeval history. The wall which on the eastern
shore was Imperial, with only some marks of Papal
repair, now becomes purely Papal; the turrets give
place to bastions; Urban VIII, as name-giver to the

536.
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BOOK V. rampart, takes the place of Aurelian!. We see at
once how dear ‘ the Leonine city ’ was to the Pontifical
3% heart; ; we discern that St. Peter’s and the Vatican
have taken the place which in imperial Rome was
occupied by the Palatine, in Republican Rome by the
Forum, the Capitol, and the Temple of Concord.
Contrast-  As everywhere in Rome, so pre-eminently in our
o 152&?;7 circuit of the wall, the oldest and the newest ages are
constantly jostling against one another. At the east
of the city we were looking at the tufa blocks hewn
by the masons of Servius Tullius. Now on the west
we see the walls by the Porta Aurelia showing every-
where the dints of French bullets hurled against them
when Oudinot in 1849 crushed out the little life of
the Roman Republic of Mazzini. For yet more recent
history we turn again to our northern starting-point,
and there, almost under the palace of Belisarius, we
see the stretch of absolutely new wall which marks
the extent of the practicable breach through which
the troops of Victor Emmanuel entered Rome in
September, 1870.
objoctof A first and even a second perambulation of the walls
inbaid. of Rome, especially on the outside, may hardly give
:;:‘gnzhe the observer an adequate conception of their original
completeness as a work of defence. It has been well
pointed out by one of our German authorities? that
Aurelian’s object in constructing itecannot have been

merely to furnish cover for the comparatively small
]

! The course of the wall of Aurelian is indeed visible in many
places in the Trans-tiberine region, but it is merely an archaeo-
logical curiosity there, quite eclipsed m 1mportance by the Papal
fortification.

* Jordan, Topographie der Stadt qu, i 348.
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numbers of the cohortes urbanae, the ordinary city- Book v.
guard, but that he must have contemplated the 0% * .
necessity of a whole army garrisoning the city and 53¢
defending his work. For this reason we have in
Aurelian’s original line of circumvallation, and to some
extent, but less perfectly, in the Honorian restoration The inner
of it, a complete gallery or covered way carried all gullery-
round the inside of the walll. Nowhere can this
original idea of the wall be better studied than on

the south-east of the city, in the portion between the
Amphitheatrum Castrense and the Porta Asinaria, or,

in ecclesiastical language, between the Church of Santa

Croce and that of St. John Lateran. Here, if we

walk outside, we see the kind of work with which the

rest of our tour of inspection has already made us
familiar, that is, a wall from 50 to 60 feet high, with
square towers some 20 feet higher than the rest of the

work, projecting from the circuit of the wall at regular
intervals of 33 yards® If we now pass in, not by

the Porta Asinaria, which is closed, but by its repre-
“sentative the modern Porta San Giovanni, we find our-

selves looking upon a structure greatly resembling one

! In the works erected at Chollerford in Northumberland
(Cilurnum), for the defence of the bridge over the North Tyne,
we find a humbler specimen of the same kind of covered way.

? Exactly 100 Roman feet. The face of the tower (C D) is 24
feet long, the sides (B C, D E) 12 feet.

C D

A B E F
Many maps of modern Rome indicate the presence of these
square towers. The greater or less regularity of their occurrence
is generally a safe indication of the better or worse preservation
of the original wall.
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Booxc4 V. of the great Roman aqueducts, and probably often
taken for such by travellers. We can see of course
the backs of the square towers, but between every
two of these there are seven tall arches about 33 feet
high. A window through the wall near the bottom
of each of these corresponds with an opening outside
about half-way up the face of the wall, and thus lets
us see that the level of the ground inside is from 20 to
30 feet higher than outside, the apparent height of
the wall inside being of course reduced by the same
amount. In the wall behind the arches we can see
the holes nf&rking the places where the ends of two
sets of rafters, one above the other, have rested.
Moreover, the piers which separate the arches are
pierced by another set of tall thin arches at right
angles to the others. A glance at the accompanying
engravings will give a clearer idea of the construction
of the walls than a page of description. The meaning
of all these indications evidently is that a corridor or
covered way ran round the whole inner circuit of the
wall of Aurelian, where that was finished according to
the design of the imperial builder. This gallery was
two stories high between the towers; a third story
would be added where these gave the needful height .
Besides these covered galleries, which were used for
the rapid transfer of troops from one part of the circuit

e
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L d
! In the corridor on the western side of the Porta S. Sebastiano,
at the third tower from the gate, Mr. Parker discovered an early
fresco representing the Virgin with the infant Christ, which he
believes to be ‘the earliest Madonna that is known as distinet
from the offering of the Magi.’ Whether his inference that
a chapel was constructed here ,foru, the soldiers at the time of
Theodoric’s repairs be correct or not, at any rate the existence of
the fresco is an interesting fact (Archaeology of Rome, i. 168,
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The legrzm of Einsiedeln. 03

to another, there was the regula,r path at the top of BOOK Y.
the walls, partially protecteﬂ by battlements, on which
the defenders were doubtless mustéred when actual %
fighting was going forward. |

For our knowledge of the fortifications of the City state of
we are not entirely dependent on our présent observa- i
tion of the walls, battered as they have been by the S8rin
storms of the Middle Ages, and still more grievously
as they have suffered at the hands of restorers and
modernisers in the last three centuries. The  Pilgrim ne pil-
of Einsiedeln,’ as he is conventionally termed, a visitor grim of
to Rome in the eighth or ninth century, recorded the 4™
most noteworthy objects of the Eternal City in a MS.
which is preserved in the monastery of Einsiedeln in
Switzerland. Among other information, he gives us
the precise number of the towers, the battlements, and
the loopholes in each section of the wall, including
even the sanitary arrangements rendered necessary by
the permanent presence of a large body of troops.
It has been generally supposed that the Einsiedeln
Pilgrim himself counted the towers of the sacred city
of St. Peter ; but one of our best German authorities !
suggests, with great probability, that he is really
transcribing some much earlier official document, pos-
sibly that drawn up by the architects of Honorius at

the beginning of the fifth century 2

! Jordan, Topographie der Stadt Rom, ii. 156, 170. He sug-
gests ‘ Ammon the’ geometer,’ who, according to Olympiodorus
(apud Photium, Bonn edition, p. 469), ‘took the measure of the
walls of Rome at the time when the Goths made their attack upon
the city.’ o

* The reader may be mterested in seemg this techmoal descnp .
tion of that portion of the defences which was chiefly conspicuous
in the Gothic siege of Rome. The furres and fenestrae (towers and
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While Belisarius is repairing the mouldering walls
and assigning to the rude cohorts of his many-nationed
army their various duties in the anticipated siege, we
may allow ourselves to cast a hasty glance over the
city which he has set himself to defend. A hasty
glance, for this is not the time nor the place for
minute antiquarian discussion ; yet a glance of some
sad and earnest interest, since we know that this is
the last time that Rome in her glory will be seen by
mortal man. The things which have befallen her up

loopholes) need no explanation : the propugnacula are the battle-
ments, or, to speak more accurately, the merlons of the embattled
wall : necessariae are believed to be equivalent to latrinae. It will
be remembered that 100 Roman feet was the regulation distance
between tower and tower. i

‘A porta Flamined cum ipsa porta usque ad portam Pincianam
clausam ; ’

Turres xxviii, propugnacula DCXLIIN, necessariae Irr, fenestrae
majores forinsecus LXXv, minores cxviI.

A porta Pinciana clausi cum ipsid portd usque ad portam Sala.
riam :

Turrd xx1u, Ppg ccXLvi, necess xviI, fenest. majof forins cc,
minof cLx. '

A porta Salaria cum ipsi portad usque Numentanam :

TufT x, ppg oxcvii, neé 11, fefi majof foring Lxx1, mii Lxv.

A portda Numentana cum ipsa portd usque Tiburtinam :

Turf Lvir, Ppg Dcccvi, necess m, fenest majof forind coxrm,
minof cc.

A porta Tiburtini cum ipsa portd usque ad Praenestinam :

Tuff xvim, Ppg cum portd Praenestind ®ccir, necess 1, fer
majof forifis Lxxx, minof oviir,

A porta Praenestina usque ad Asinariam :

Turf xxvi, Ppg i, neé vi, fenst majof forind cLxxx, minor
CL.: -

A porta Asinaria usque Metroviam : -

Tuff xx, PPg CCOXLII, ned 11, fanest majof forins cxxx, minof
CLXXX.’ "

(From Jordan’s Topographie der Stadt Rom, ii. 578-9.)
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to this time have been only slight and transitory Book v.
shocks, which have left no lasting dint upon her o &
armour—Alaric’s burning of the palace of Sallust, *
Gaiseric’s half-accomplished spoliation of the golden
roof of the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, some havoe
wrought in the insolence of their triumph by the
Joederaty of Ricimer. More destructive, no doubt, was
the slow process of denudation already commenced by
the unpatriotic hands of the Romans themselves, and
only partially checked by the decrees of Majorian and
Theodoric. Still, as a whole, Rome the Golden City,
the City of Consuls and Emperors, the City of Cicero’s
orations, of Horace’s idle perambulations, of Trajan’s
magnificent constructions, yet stood when the Gothic
war began. In the squalid, battered, depopulated
cluster of ruins, over which twenty-eight years later
sounded the heralds’ trumpets proclaiming that the
Gothic war was ended, it would have been hard
for Cicero, Horace, or Trajan to recognise his home.
Classical Rome we are looking on for the last time;
the Rome of the Middle Ages, the city of sacred
shrines and relics and pilgrimages, is about to take
her place.

It is impossible not to regret that Procopius has sitence of

. . . . _ Procopius
allowed himself to say so little as to the impression a:: :ﬁ:{ﬁgs
made on him by Rome. He must have entered the ducedon

city soon after his chief, travelling by the Appian :,'ii;{:’ ythe

Way, the smooth and durable construction of which ®™
moved him to great admiration®. But of the city

! These are his words (De B. G. i, 14): ‘Now the Via Appia is
a five days’ journey for a good pedestrian, leading from Rome to
Capua. Itis so broad that two waggons can pass one another along
its whole course, and it is eminently worthy of observation. Forall
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itself, except of its gates and walls in so far as these
require description in order to illustrate the siege, he
has very little to say. It is easy to understand his
silence. Most authors shrink from writing about the
obvious and well-known. It would perhaps be easier

_to meet with ten vivid descriptions of the Island of

Skye than one of the Strand or Cheapside. But not
the less is it a loss for us that that quick and accu-
rate observer, the Herodotus of the Post-Christian
age, has not recorded more of his impressions of the
streets, the bpildings, and the people of Rome. Let
us endeavour, however, to put ourselves in his place,
and to reconstruct the city, at least in general outline,
as he must have beheld it.

Journeying, as it is most probable that Procopius
did, by the Appian Way, he would enter Rome by the
gate then called the Porta Appia, but now the Porta
di San Sebastiano, one of the finest of the still remain-
ing entrances through the wall of Aurelian, with two
noble towers, square within and semicircular without,
the upper part of which, according to a careful English
observer 1, bears traces of the restoring hand of Theo-

the stones composing it being mill-stones and very hard by nature
were brought by Appius from quarries a long way off, there being
none like them in the district itself, Having made these stones
smooth and even and cut them into polygons, they fitted them
one into another without using rubble of any other cement.
Now these stones cohere so perfegtly with one another that they
look as if they had not been artificially joined but had grown «
together. Nor has their smoothnéss been impaired by the daily
passage of horses and waggons over them for so great a length of
time. They still fit as perfectly as ‘evér and have lost nothing of
their original beauty.” [Xd\wa, ¢ rubble or cement,” is Comparetti’s
conjectural emendation for yai«d, ‘brads ]
! Mr. J. H. Parker.
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doric!. Immediately after entering the city, Procopius BOOK V.
would find himself passing under the still-preserved
Arch of Drusus ; and those of Trajan and Verus, span-

ning the intra-mural portion of the Appian Way,
would before long attract his notice. This portion of
the city, now so desolate and empty of inhabitants,

was then probably thickly sown with the houses of the
lower order of citizens.

High on his left, when he had proceeded somewshat The Batix
more than half-a-mile, rose the mighty pile .known to alin.
the ancients as the Thermae Antoninianae, and to the
moderns as the Baths of Caracalla. Even in its ruins
this building gives to the spectator an almost over-
whelming idea of vastness and solidity. But when
Procopius first saw it, the 1600 marble seats for
bathers? were probably all occupied, the gigantic
swimming-bath was filled with clear cold water from
the Marcian aqueduct, the great circular Caldarium,
160 feet in diameter, showed dimly through the steam
the forms of hundreds of bathing Romans. Men were
wrestling in the Palaestra and walking up and down
in the Peristyle connected with the baths. Polished
marble and deftly wrought mosaics lined the walls
and covered the floors. At every turn one came upon
some priceless work of art, like the Farnese Bull, the
Hercules, the Flora, those statues the remnants of

536-

' A curious inscription on the left-hand wall inside this gate
(accompanied by the figure of an archangel) records the in-
vasion of gens foresteria on the last day but one before the feast of
St. Michasel, and their ‘abolition’ by the Roman people under the
command of Jacobus de Pontianis. The gens foresteria were the
troops of King Robert of Naples co-operating with the Orsini, in
the year 1327,

2 Olympiodorus apud Photium, p. 469 (ed. Bonn).
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Book v. which, dug out of these ruins as from an unfail-
9% ing quarry, have immortalised the names of Papal
536 Nephews and made the fortunes of the museums of

Bourbon Kings .

The build- And now, as the traveller moved on, there rose

the Pala- more and more proudly above him the hill which has

“"e become for all later ages synonymous with regal power
and magnificence, the imperial Palatine. Not as now,
with only a villa and a convent standing erect upon it,
the rest, grass and wild-flowers, and ruins for the most
part not rising above the level of the ground, the
whole hill was crowded with vast palaces, in which
each successive dynasty had endeavoured to outshine
its predecessor in magnificence. Here, first, rose the
tall but perhaps somewhat barbarous edifice with
which Severus had determined to arrest the attention
of his fellow-provincials from Africa travelling along
the Appian Way, in order that their first question
about Rome might be answered by his name. Just
below it was the mysterious Septizonium, the work of
the same Emperor, the porch of his palace and the
counterpart of his tomb, of whose seven sets of
columns, rising tier above tier, three were yet remain-
ing only three centuries ago, when the remorseless
Sixtus V transported them to the Vatican. Behind
the palace of Severus, on the summit of the Palatine,
were visible the immense banqueting halls of the
Flavian Emperors, Vespasian and Domitian; behind
them again the more modest house of Tiberius, and ths
labyrinth of apartments reared by the crazy Caligula.

! The first impression of a visitor to the Museums of Sculpture
at Rome and Naples is that every important work came either
from the Baths of Caracalla or from the Villa of Hadrian.
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In what condition are we to suppose that all these BOOK V.
imperial dwellings were maintained when the troops of 4
the Eastern Caesar came to reclaim them for their , | ﬁtl
lord ? Certainly not with all that untarnished mag- condition
nificence which they possessed before the troubles lmlx;:ial
of the third century commenced ; hardly even with "
the show of affluence which they may still have
worn when Constantius visited Rome in 357. Two
centuries had elapsed since then—two centuries of
more evil than good fortune—centuries in which the
struggle for mere existence had left the rulers of
the State little money or time to spare for repairs or
decorations. But nothing, it may fairly be argued,
had yet occurred to bring these massive piles into
an obviously ruinous condition. If the comparison
may be allowed, these dwellings on the Palatine pro-
bably presented in the state apartments that dingy
appearance of faded greatness which one sees in the
country-house of a noble family long resident abroad,
but externally they had lost nothing of the stateliness
with which they were meant to impress the mind
of the beholder.

If Procopius ascended to the summit of the Palatine Circus

Maximus.
he may perchance have seen from thence, in the valley
of the Circus Maximus, between the Palatine and
Aventine hills, a chariot-race exhibited by the General
to keep the populace in good-humour. Here the
Byzantine official would feel himself to be at once
at home. Whether he favoured the Blue or the Green
faction we know not (though his animosity against
Theodora makes us inclined to suspect him of sympathy
with the Greens), but to whichsoever he belonged he
could see his own faction striving for victory, and

H 2
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would hear, from at any rate a large portion of the
crowd, the shouts with which they hailed the triumph,
or the groans with which they lamented the defeat, of
their favourite colour.

Continuing his journey, the historian passed under
the eastern summit of the Palatine, and then beneath
the Arch of Constantine, that Arch which stands at
this day comparatively undefaced, showing how the
first Christian emperor purloined the work of the
holier heathen Trajan to commemorate his own less
worthy victories. Emerging from the shadow of the
Arch he stodd before the Flavian Amphitheatre and
looked up to the immense Colossus of Nero, that
statue of the Sun-god 120 feet in height, towering
almost as high as the mighty edifice itself, to which
it gave its best-known name, the Colosseum. It is
generally felt that the Colosseum is one of those
buildings which has gained by ruin. The topmost
story, consisting, not of arches like the three below it,
but of mere blank wall-spaces divided by pilasters,
must have had when unbroken a somewhat heavy
appearance ; while, on the other hand, no beholder of
the still perfect building could derive that impression
of massive strength which we gain by looking, through
the very chasms and rents in its outer shell, at the
gigantic circuit of its concentric ellipses, at the massive
walls radiating upwards and outwarde upon which the
seats of its 87,000 spectators rested. Altogether there
is a pathetic majesty in the ruined Colosseum which*
can hardly have belonged to it in its days of prosperity,
and, as one is almost inclined to say, of vulgar self-
assertion .

! This remark is made in Burn's Old Rome, p. 71.
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But if this be true of the Colosseum itself, it is not Book v.
true of the surrounding objects.. The great Colossus ot
has already been referred to. It is now represented
only by a shapeless and unsightly heap of stones which
once formed part of its pedestal. The ugly conical Meta
mass of brickwork near the same spot, and known Sudans.
as the Meta Sudans, was a beautiful upspringing
fountain thirty or forty feet high when Procopius
passed that way.

Eastwards, on the Oppian hill, stretched the long The Baths

line of the Thermae Titi, the baths reared by Titus*
above the vast ruins of the Golden House of Nero.
Immediately in front of the Colosseum (on the north- Tomple of
west) was the double temple reared by Hadrian in Rome.
honour of Venus and Rome?, perhaps one of the most
beautiful edifices in the whole enclosure of the city.
It was composed of two temples placed back to back.
In one was the statue of Venus the Prosperous (Venus
Felix), looking towards the Colosseum, in the other
Roma Aeterna sat gazing towards her own Capitol.
In the curvilinear pediment of the latter was a frieze,
according to the opinion of some archaeologists repre-
senting Mars caressing Rhea Sylvia, and the wolf
suckling their heroic offspring. Around the whole
structure ran a low colonnade containing four hundred
pillars.

The famous Sacred Way, where once Horace loitered, The Vi

! This was the Temple which according to Dion Cassius cost
the architect Apollodorus his life. Hadrian sent him a drawing
of the Temple which he had himself designed, expecting a compli-
ment on his artistic skill, and received for answer, ‘ You have
made your goddesses so large that they cannot stand up in their
own houses,’ a criticism in return for which Hadrian is said to
have put him to death (Ixix. 4).
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BooK V. a well-marked street, not as now a mere track through
9% the midst of desolation, led the historian up to the
Am‘;s , marble arch of Titus. Here he doubtless looked, as
Titus.  we may yet look, upon the representation of the seven-
branched candlestick and the other spoils of Jerusalem,
the strange story of whose wanderings he has himself

recorded for us in his history of the Vandalic War,
Basilio of Descending the slope of the Via Sacra, and having
tin.  on his right the lofty Basilica of Constantine, whose
gigantic arches (long but erroneously called the Temple
of Peace) stand on their hill over against the Palatine,
and seem to assert a predominance over its yet remain-
ing ruins, Procopius now with each downward step
saw the glories of the Roman Forum more fully re-
ForumRo- vealed. On his left, the temple of the Great Twin
AR Brethren, three of whose graceful Corinthian columns
still survive, a well-known object to all visitors to
the Forum. Hard by, the fountain from which the
celestial horsemen gave their horses to drink after
the battle of Lake Regillus. Further on, thg long
colonnades of the Basilica of Julius, four law-courts
under the same roof. On his right, the tall columns
of the Temple of Antoninus and Faustina, perhaps
already supporting the roof of a Christian shrine,
though not the unsightly edifice which at present
clings to and defaces them ; the chapel of the great
Julius, the magnificent Basilica of Aemilius ; ; and,
lastly, those two venerable objects, centres for so many,
ages of all the political life of Rome, the Senate-house
and the Rostra. The Senate was still a living body,
though its limbs had long been shaken by the palsies
of a timid old age; but the days when impassioned

Vi, 9. (See vol. ii. p. 286, and vol. iii. p. 625.)
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orators thundered to the Roman people from the lofty BOOK V.
Rostra had long passed away. Yet we may be per-
mitted to conjecture that Procopius, with that awe-
struck admiration which he had for ‘the Romans of
old time,’ gazed upon those weathern-worn trophies of
the sea and mused on the strange contradictoriness
of Fate, which had used all the harangues of those
impetuous orators as instruments to fashion the serene
and silent despotism of Justinian.

At the end of the Forum, with an embarrassment of Capitoline

Hill and
wealth which perplexes us even in their ruins, rise the buildings

Arch of Septimius Severus, the Temple of Concord, o
the Temple of Vespasian, the ill-restored Temple of
Saturn. Between them penetrated the Clivus Capito-
linus, up which once slowly mounted the car of many
a triumphing general. Behind all stretched the mag-
nificent background of the Capitoline Hill, on the
left-hand summit of which stood the superb mass of
the Temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, robbed by Gaiseric
of half its golden tiles, but still resplendent under the
western sun. Then came the saddle-shaped depression
faced by the long Tabularium: and then the right-
hand summit of the Capitoline, crowned by the Temple
of Juno Moneta .

We have supposed our historian to deviate a little The Impe-
from the straight path in order to explore to the riat Fora.
uttermost the buildings of the Republican Forum ; but
as his business lies at the northern extremity of the
city, he must retrace a few of his steps and avail him-

586.

! A long and bitter controversy appears to be at length put to
rest by the attribution of the Temple of Jupiter Capitolinus to the
height now occupied by the Palazzo Caffarelli, and by placing the
Arx where now stands the Church of Ara Coeli.
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BooK V. self of the line of communication between the Via
% Sacra and the Via Flaminia which was opened up by
53%  the beneficent despotism of the Emperors. That is to
say, he must leave the Forum of the Reptblic and
traverse the long line of the spacious and well-planned
Fora of the Caesars. In no part is the contrast
between ancient and modern Rome more humiliating
than here. In our day, a complex of mean and
irregular streets’, almost entirely destitute of classical
interest or mediaeval picturesqueness, fills up the
interval between the Capitoline and the Quirinal hills.
The deeply cut entablature of the Temple of Minerva’
resting upon the two half-buried ¢ Colonnacce’ in front
of the baker’s shop, the three pillars of the Temple of
Mars Ultor, the great feudal fortress of the Tor de’
Conti, and that most precious historical monument the
Column of Trajan, alone redeem this region from utter
wearisomeness. But this space, now so crowded and
so irregular, was once the finest bit of architectural
"landscape-gardening in Rome, The Forum of Vespa-
sian, the Forum of Nerva, the Forum of Augustus,
the Forum of Julius, the Forum of Trajan, a series of
magnificent squares and arcades, opening one into the
other, occupying a space some 600 yards long by 100
wide and terminating in the mighty granite pillars of
the Temple of Trajan, produced on the mind of the
beholder the same kind of effect, buf on a far grander
scale, which is wrought by Tmfalgar Square in London
or the Place de la Concorde in Paris, Let not the
modern traveller, who, passing from the Corso to the
Colosseum, is accosted by his driver with the glibly
uttered words ‘ Foro Trajano, suppose that the little

! Via Bonella, Yia Alessundrmn., and so forth.
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oblong space, with a few pillar-bases which he beholds BOOK V.
at the foot of the memorable Column, is indeed even —
in ruin the entire Forum of the greatest of the 536.
Emperors. The column is Trajan’s column doubtless,
though

¢ Apostolic statues climb
The imperial urn whose ashes slept sublime
Buried in air, the deep blue sky of Rome,
And looking to the stars.’

But the so-called ‘ Foro Trajano’ is only a small trans- TheForum
verse section of one member of the Trajanic series,
the Basilica Ulpia. The column, as is well known,
measured the height of earth which had to be dug

away from a spur of the Capitoline hill in order to

form the Forum. Between it and the Basilica Ulpia

rose the two celebrated libraries of Greek and Latin
authors, and between these two buildings stood once,

and probably yet stood in the days of Procopius, that
‘everlasting statue’ of brass which by the Senate’s
orders was erected in honour of Sidonius, Poet-laureate

and son-in-law of an Emperor!. In those Libraries The Libra-
Procopius, in the intervals of the business and peril of "
the siege, may often have wandered in order to increase

his acquaintance with the doings of ‘the Romans of

old” 'What treasures of knowledge, now for ever lost

to the world, were still enshrined in those apartments !

There all the rays of classical Art and Science were
gathered into a focus. More important perhaps for

us, all that the Greeks and Romans knew (and it was

not a little, though carelessly recorded) concerning

the Oriental civilisation which preceded theirs, and
concerning the Teutonic barbarism which encompassed

! See vol. ii. p. 388.
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BOOK . it, was still contained in those magnificent literary
collections. There was the Chaldaean history of
Berosus, there were the authentic Egyptian king-lists
of Manetho, there was Livy’s story of the last days of
the Republic and the first days of the Empire, there
was Tacitus’s full history of the conquest of Britain,
all that Ammianus could tell about the troubles of the
third century and the conversion of Constantine, all
that Cassiodorus had written about the royal Amals
and the dim original of the Goths. All this perished,
apparently in those twenty years of desolating war
which now lie before us. It may be doubted whether
for us the loss of the Bibliothecae Ulpiae is not even
more to be regretted than that of the Library of
Alexandria .

Emperor  Ammianus tells us ? that when the Emperor Con-

Constan- R . . . . . .
tison stantius visited Rome he gazed with admiration on

z??l‘fgj?nl? the Capitol, the Colosseum, the-Pantheon, and the
3s6: Theatre of Pompey, but still with admiration which
could express itself in words. ‘But when, says the
historian, ‘he came to the Forum of Trajan, that
structure unique in all the world, and, as I cannot but

think, marvellous in the eyes of the Divinity himself,

536.

! The words of Vopiscus (Vita Probi, IT), ¢ Usus sum praecipue
libris ex Bibliotheca Ulpia, aetate mea thermis Diocletianis,” have
been interpreted as meaning that all the contents of Trajan’s
libraries had been transported to the Baths o# Dioeletian. I think,
however, we may fairly infer from Sidonius’s verses about his

statue, : .
‘Inter auctores utriusque fixam

Bibliothecae,’

either that this removal had been only partial, or that at some
time between 300 and 450 the books had been brought back to
their original home,

? xvi. 10, 15.
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he beheld with silent amazement those gigantic inter- BOOK V.
lacings of stones which it is past the power of speech "
to describe, and which no mortal must in future hope 536
to imitate. Hopeless of ever attempting any such

work himself, he would only look at the horse of
Trajan, placed in the middle of the vestibule! and
bearing the statue of the Emperor. ¢That,” said
Constantius, “I can imitate, and I will.” Hormisdas,

a royal refugee from the court of Persia, replied,

with his nation’s quickness of repartee, “But first,

O Emperor, if you can do so, order a stable to be

built as fair as that before us, that your horse may

have as fine an exercising ground as the one we are

now looking upon.”’

Emerging from the imperial Fora, Procopius would Via Lata.
now enter upon the Via Lata, broad as its name
denotes, one of the longest streets, if not the longest,
in Rome, and very nearly corresponding to the modern
Corso. The Subura, which lay a little to the east of
the Forum of Augustus, was once at any rate one of
the most thickly peopled districts of Rome, and we
shall perhaps not be wrong in assuming that in the
regions east of the Via Lata, upon the Quirinal,
Viminal, and Esquiline Hills, where the tall buildings
of the Fourth Rome, the Rome of Victor Emmanuel
and United Italy, are now arising, the humbler classes
of the Second or Imperial Rome had chiefly fixed their
abodes.

On the left side of the Via Lata, where the Third
or Papal Rome has spun its web of streets thickest,
all or nearly all was yet given up to pleasure. This
was the true West End of Rome, the region in which

! Atrium,
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BOOK V. her parks and theatres were chiefly placed. Here
H. 4. .

— Were the great open spaces of the Campus Martius
Cmi::)u‘s and Campus Flaminius; here two race-courses, those

Martine,  of Flaminius and Domitian ; here the great theatres

and thea- of Pompey, of Balbus, and of Marcellus, and the Porti-

of the Via coes of the Argonauts and of Octavia. Altogether it
was a region devoted to pleasure and idleness by the
side of the tawny Tiber, and most unlike the closely- -
built and somewhat dingy quarters of the city which
now oceupy it.

Pantheon.  Ag Procopius moved along the straight course of
the Via Lata his eye would probably be caught by the
flat dome of the Pantheon of Agrippa, hovering over
the buildings on his left!. He would thread the Arch
of Claudius, would stand at the foot of the Column of
Marcus Aurelius, and then pass beneath that Emperor’s
Arch of Triumph. Two mighty sepulchres would then

Tomb of - arrest his attention: the Tomb of Hadrian? seeming

" by its massive bulk almost close at hand, though on

}\::l‘l::o;f the other bank of the Tiber; and the Mausoleum of

Augustus. Augustus rising immediately on his left, a rotunda of
white marble below, a green and shady pleasaunce
above, recalling, by its wonderful admixture of Nature
and Art, the far-famed Hanging Gardens of Babylon.

And now at length his never-to-be-forgotten first
view of Rome was drawing to a close. The soon-
sinking sun of late autumn warned h1m perchance, to
quicken his pace. He bore oﬂ' to the right : by some ,
steep steps where the receivers of the public alimony *

! ¢ Pantheum velut regionem teretent speciosa celsitudine forni-
catam’ (Ammianus, xvi, 10, 14). i

? Now the Castle of S. Angelo.

® Panis gradilis.
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were wont to cluster, he climbed the high garden- Book v.
decked Pincian. He entered the palace, bowed low O 4.
before Belisarius, lower yet before the imperious 6.
Antonina, and received the General’s orders as to the
share of work that he was to undertake in connection
with the provisionment of the city. Such is an account,
imaginary indeed, but not improbable, of the circum-
stances in which the soldier-secretary first entered and
first beheld Rome reunited to the Roman Empire

It remains for us briefly to notice the rising im- Christian
portance of the Christian buildings of Rome, though we of Rome,
will here dispense with the imaginary companionship
of Procopius, whose somewhat sceptical temper, ‘well
acquainted with the subjects in dispute among Chris-
tians, but determined to say as little as possible about
them, holding it to be proof of a madman’s folly to
enquire into the nature of God!,” would make him an
uncongenial guest at the sacred shrines. Of the five
great patriarchal churches of Rome, three were beyond
the walls of the city. On its extreme verge stood
what was still the foremost in dignity of all the five,
St. John Lateran, or the Basilica of Constantine, the Basilica of
so-called Mother-Church of Christendom, ¢Omnium tme:
Urbis et Orbis Ecclesiarum Caput.” It stood near the Tatoran,
Asinarian Gate, on the property which Fausta, the
unhappy wife of Constantine, inherited from her father
Maximian, and which had once belonged to the sena-
torial family of the Laterani; and it formed the
subject of that real and considerable donation of the
first Christian Emperor to the Bishops of Rome which
later ages distorted into a quasi-feudal investiture of
the Imperial City.

! De Bello Gotthico, i. 3.
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BooK V.  Upon the Vatican Hill, outside the walls of Aurelian,

o & looking down upon the Tiber and the Tomb of Hadrian,
Vatsii:;‘ rose the five long aisles, the semicircular apse, and

Sepen, the nearly square entrance-Atrium of the Basilica of
St. Peter. The region immediately surrounding it was
perhaps still called the Gardens of Nero. It is certain
that the reason for placing the Basilica on that spot
was that there was the traditional site of the martyr-
dom of the Apostle, as well as of the sufferings of
the nameless Christian crowd who, dressed in cloaks
covered with pitch and set on fire, served as living
torches to light that throned Satan to his revels and
his chariot-races on the Vatican-mount.

st.paurs. Outside the gate of Ostia, and also near the
traditional scene of the martyrdom of the Apostle
to whom it was dedicated, stood the noble Basilica
of St. Paul. This edifice, commenced by Theodosius,
completed by Honorius, and having received the finish-
ing touches to its decorations at the hand of Placidia
under the guidance of Pope Leo?, subsisted with but
little change to the days of our fathers. The lament-
able fire of 1823, by which the greater part of it was
destroyed, took from us the most interesting relic of
Christian Imperial Rome. Happily the restoration,
though it cannot give us back the undiminished interest
of the earlier building, has been executed with ad-
mirable fidelity to the original design.

Liberian This cannot be said of t:.he Liberian Basilica, the

Sta. Maria great church now known as 8. Maria Maggiore, which, *

Maggiore. standing high on the Esquiline Hill, looked down

! ¢ Placidiae pia mens operis decus komne (sic) paterni
Gaudet pontificis studio splendere Leonis.’
(Inscription over the arch in S..Paolo fuori le Mura.)
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westwards on the crowded Subura, and northwards BOOKV
towards the palatial Baths of Diocletian. The outside
of the building has sustained the extremity of insult
and wrong at the hands of the tasteless pseudo-classical
restorers of the eighteenth century; and the inside,
though not absolutely. ruined«by them, though its
mosaics are still visible and much of its long colonnade
still remains, shows too plainly how unsafe were the
treasures of Christian antiquity in the hands of the
conceited architects of the Renaissance.

The last of the great Basilicas, that of the martyred st. Law-
St. Lawrence, one mile outside the Tiburtine Gate, has rones
suffered less ravage at the hands of restorers. It was
in the thirteenth century singularly re-arranged and
transformed, its apse being pulled down and turned
into a nave, and its original vestibule being turned
into a choir!: still we have substantially before us
the same church which was surrounded by the Gothic
armies in their siege of Rome. With that blending of
the old and of the very new which at once charms and
bewilders the visitor to Rome, we have here again an
inscription recording the work of ‘the pious mind of
Placidia’ under the guidance of Attila’s Pope Leo, and
in the crypt the just erected tomb of Pio Nono. The
latter is so placed as to command a view of the slab
of marble dyed red with the blood of the deacon
Laurentius, martyr for the faith under the Emperor
Claudius Gothicus. This marble slab was a favourite
relic with the late Pontiff.

Besides these five great patriarchal churches there Thepansh

churches,

were twenty-eight parish churches, known by the or Tituli.

! See Freeman’s Historical and Architectural Sketches, 213-2135,
for an account of these transformations.

536.
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technical name of Tituli, from which the Cardinal-
presbyters of a later age took their ecclesiastical
designations . Some of these which have been pre-
served to this day are more interesting than the
churches of greater dignity, having by reason of their

~ comparative insignificance escaped the hand of the

Chief fea-
tures of
the eccle-
siastical
architec-
ture of
the fifth
and sixth
conturies,

Renaissance destroyer %,

The main features, which were evidently common
to all the Christian edifices of Rome in the fifth and
sixth centuries, were (1) a long line of columns, not
by any means always uniform or of the same order of
architecture, and generally taken from the outside of
some heathen temple; (2) a semicircular apse at the
eastern end, in which the bishop or presbyter sat
surrounded by his inferior clergy, as the Roman magis-
trate in the original Basilica sat surrounded by the
various members of his ‘ officium ;’ (3) an arch in front
of the apse, the idea of which was probably borrowed
from the triumphal arches of the Emperors; (4) upon
the arch, upon the apse, on the flat wall-space above
the arches, in fact wherever they could conveniently
be introduced, a blaze of bright mosaics, like those
still preserved to us at Ravenna and in a very few of
these Roman churches. The subjects represented were
the Saviour, the symbols of the four Evangelists, the
twelve Apostles under the guise of sheep, the mystic
cities Jerusalem and Bethlehem, theeJordan and the
four rivers of Paradise, and other emblems of the same
character.

The fact that the columns of these churches were

' See a very complete list of the Tituli in Gregorovius, i. 251-

259. :
? Such are Santa Prassede, San Clemente, and Santa Agnese.
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as a rule taken from heathen temples must of course Book v.
qualify to some extent the statement that the splendour Ot
of the city was undiminished when Procopius entered it.
Temples, not merely abandoned to silence and solitude,

but rudely stripped of their pillared magnificence, must

in many places have offended the eye of a beholder

more sensitive to beauty than to religious enthusiasm.

Still upon the whole, and with this abatement, we

may repeat our proposition that it was the stately

Rome of Consuls and Emperors which men then

looked upon, and which after the middle of the sixth
century they never beheld again.

536.

¢ Alas, for Earth, for never shall we see
That brightness in her eye she bore when Rome was free.’

VOL. IV. I
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THE LONG SIEGE BEGUN,

Authority.
Source :—
BOOK V.  Procorius, Pe Bello Gotthico, i. 16-19.
Ci .
536, VaciunaTioN and feebleness of purpose marked the

Vacilla-  counsels of Witigis, as the consequences of the fatal
Witigis. error which he had committed in abandoning Rome
made themselves manifest to his mind. At first his
chief desire was to wait till his forces should be
strengthened by the return of Marcias with the con-
siderable army which he had under his command for
Energy of the defence of Gothic Gaul against the Franks. Then
"came tidings which showed that Belisarius felt his
hold of Rome so secure that he might venture onwards
Occupa-  into the Tuscan province. Bessas was sent to Narni,
tion of . o
Narni.  about fifty miles from Rome, the first strong position
on the Flaminian Way. The inhabitants being well
affected to the imperial cause, he occupied this post
without difficulty. Constantine, tle rival of Bessas
in martial glory, was sent with some of the body-
guards of Belisarius, and other troops, among whom'
figured several Huns?, in order to seize some positions
yet, further from the city. Spoleto, twenty-five miles
! The barbaric-sounding names of the Hunnish generals are
Zanter, Chorsoman, and Aeschman.
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further from Rome on the Flaminian Way, was occu- BOOK v.

pied by a garrison. Etrurian Perugia on her lofty e
hill-top, some forty miles further north than Spoleto, spoff:)"

but lying a little off the great Flaminian highway, ;;‘a‘f Peru-
was next taken possession of, and here Constantine

fixed his head-quarters. The troops which Witigis
despatched against Perugia were defeated, and their
generals! were sent as prisoners to Rome.

The tidings of these reverses roused Witigis to more Gothic
vigorous action ; but, strangely enough, after tarrying ?33%3?132“
so long in order to be joined by the recalled troops ™
from Gaul, he must now weaken himself still further
by sending a division into Dalmatia. It is true that
of the two generals despatched on this errand, one,
Asinarius, was sent round the head of the Hadriatic
Gulf, to gather round his standard the barbarians who
dwelt in the districts which we now call Carniola and
Croatia. But the other, Uligisal, who sailed straight
to Dalmatia, must have taken with him some troops
who could be ill-spared from the defence of Italy. It
is not necessary to trouble the reader with the details
of these ill-advised, and in the end resultless, opera-
tions on the east of the Hadriatic. The Goths met
with reverses 2, but succeeded for some time in closely
investing Salona both by sea and land® The Dal-
matian capital, however, fell not; and after a siege of
uncertain duration, the Gothic soldiers probably re-

! Unilas and a second Pitzas (not of course the commander in
Samnium who went over to Belisarius).

% Uligisal was defeated at Scardona and shut up in Burnum,
but liberated by the arrival of his colleague Asinarius.

8 Tt is interesting to note the tactics of besiegers and besieged.
Constantian had surrounded Salona with a deep ditch. The Goths
surrounded this ditch again with a high mound,

I2
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Book V. crossed the Hadriatic to take part in the more urgent
Cu. 6. .y . . .
work of resisting Belisarius in Italy .
Tidf:;; o+ About this time word was brought to the Gothic

Roman — King that the citizens of Rome viewed with impatience

}m::iﬁw the presence and the exactions of the Imperial army.
causo.  That there was some foundation of truth for this state-
ment will appear by a reference to the last chapter ;
but it was evidently much exaggerated, and it by
no means followed that the citizens who grumbled
the most bitterly at the general’s preparations for
the siege would lift a finger for the surrender of the
city to the’justly enraged Gothic army. However,
the tidings kindled immediately a flame of hope in the
feebly forecasting soul of Witigis: and now he, who
had wasted precious months in purposeless inaction,
thought every day an age till he had recovered posses-
Wigitis sion of the abandoned city. With the whole armed

south-  nation of the Goths (except the division that had

wards . .
with  been ordered to Dalmatia) he marched southwards in

men” hot haste along the Flaminian Way. The numbers of
his army amounted, if we trust the estimate of Pro-
copius, to 150,000 men. The historian evidently uses
round numbers, and has probably exaggerated the size
of the besieging host in order to increase the fame of
Belisarius ; but there can be no doubt that Witigis was
followed by a very large army, out-numbering many
times over the little band of the Impesrialists. The pro-
portions of infantry and cavalry are not stated, but we
are told that the greater number, both of the horses'

and men, were completely encased in defensive armour?,

! Procopius appears to have forgotten to tell us the sequel of
the Dalmatian war.

* Kal adrdv refupaxiopévo. &v Tols Irmos ol whedoror foav (De
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Once started on his march, Witigis was tormented BOOK V.
by a fond fear that Belisarius would escape him, and Om. 5.
was earnest in his prayers by night and by day that ssr;l:ess
he might behold the walls of Rome while yet the of ng.s.
Imperial forces stood behind them. On the journey
the army fell in with a priest who had just quitted
the city, and who was brought with shouts to the
King’s tent. ‘Is Belisarius yet in Rome? asked
Witigis, breathless with anxiety. Ay, and likely to
remain there, was the answer of the priest, who had
a better idea of the state of the game than his
questioner.

Still, the Imperial general was for a moment per- Belisarius
plexed by the tidings that so vast a host was rolling trates his
on towards him. It was not for his own position that foreos.
he was in fear, but he felt that he could scarcely hold
the latest conquests in Tuscany in the face of such an
army. After some anxious deliberation he ordered
Constantine and Bessas to garrison three towns only,
and then to fall back on Rome. The three towns
were Spoleto, Perugia, and Narni ; all situated on the
top of high hills, and therefore easily defended. Narni
especially, built on

‘that groy crag where girt with towers
The fortress of Nequinum lowers
- O’er the pale waves of Nar,’

B. G. i 16). From the mention of the horses we may probably
infer that they wore suits of flexible chain armour. Compare the
remarks of the young lady in Claudian’s poem on the sixth
consulship of Honorius (569-572) : —

‘Ut chalybem indutos equites, et in aere latentes
Vidit cornipedes: ‘ Quanam de gente ” rogabat
‘‘Ferrati venere viri? Quae terra metallo
Nascentes informat equos ?”’
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and commanding the entrance to a deep and picturesque
gorge spanned by the stately bridge of Augustus (one
of whose arches still remains), struck the mind of the
historian by the grand inaccessibility of its position .
Bessas, who lingered somewhat over the execution of
the orders of his chief, had the excitement of a success-
ful skirmish with the vanguard of the Gothic army
before he retired from this fortress to Rome. "
Notwithstanding the fact that these strongholds
were in the possession of the enemy, Witigis appears
to have pushed on by the Flaminian Way which winds
at their feet ; and was soon standing with his 150,000
men at the Etrurian end of the Milvian Bridge over
the Tiber, two miles from Rome® This bridge, so

! ¢This bridge Caesar Augustus built in the times long ago,
a sight about which much might be said. For of all the arches
that we know this is the loftiest’ (De B. G. i 17). The remaining
arch is 6o feet high and about 30 feet btoad.

? I follow Gibbon, and almost all other historians who have
described this march of the Goths, in interpreting Procopius’
‘bridge over the Tiber at 14 stadia from Rome’ by the Milvian
Bridge. Gregorovius, however, points out (i. 349, n. 1) that if
‘Witigis marched, as Procopius says he did, ‘through the Sabine
territory ’ (8ua SaBivwv mjv mopeiov mowovuevos), he would be on the
east bank of the Tiber and would not need to cross that river at
all. He therefore suggests that Procopius has here as elsewhere
confused the Tiber with the Anio, and that we must understand
by his words one of the bridges over the latter stream, probably
the Ponte Salaro, which is about the righé distance from Rome.
I do not think, however, that this bridge corresponds with the
description of the battle nearly so well as the Milvian. As we
must admit some inaccuracy in Procopius, I prefer to sacrifice the
words 8:a Saflivwyv rather than the words TiBépidos morapod yedpipg.
It is not necessary to admit that the large army of the Goths
would be prevented, by the hostile occupation of Spoleto and
Narni, from using the broad and convenient Via Flaminia. The
view usually taken receives further confirmation from the fact
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well known under its modern name of Ponte Molle to Book v.
the fashionable loungers in Rome, is in its present
shape the handiwork of Papal architects; but the
foundations of the piers are ancient, and the general
appearance of the six arches with which it spans the
stream is probably not very different from that which
it wore in the days of Belisarius. A bridge whose
name had often been in the mouths of the Roman
people in stirring times, in the crises of Punic wars
and Catilinarian conspiracies, it had earned yet greater
fame two centuries ago (A. D. 312) by the bloody battle
fought under its parapets between the soldiers of
Constantine and those of Maxentius, a battle the
result of which ensured the triumph of Christianity
through the whole Roman world, and which has
been for this reason commemorated by Raffaele and
Romano with splendid strength in the Stanze of the

Vatican.
Expecting that the Goths would attempt to cross Boii-

sarius’s

the river here, and anxious to retard their progress?, prepara-
tions for

though without hope of finally preventing them from the dge-

fence of

reaching the eastern bank of the river, Belisarius had tnepyidge.

537

that in the 19th chapter (p. 94) Procopius mentions the bridge
% M\Blov érdvvpds éorw as in the possession of the Goths, and
essential to the combined operations of their army on the two
banks of the river. He gives no hint that this is not the same
bridge which they wrested from the soldiers of Belisarius at the
commencement of the siege.

! But Procopius must surely be mistaken in saying that any
other route than” that by the bridge which they stormed wculd
cause them a delay of twenty days. Doubtless they could have
crossed by the bridge near Borghetto, about thirty-six miles from
Rome. This assertion, however, makes it more probable that
Procopius is really thinking of the Milvian Bridge than of the
little bridges over the Anio.
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erected a fortress on the Etrurian bank, and decided
to pitch his camp close to the stream on the Latian
side, in order to over-awe the barbarians by this show
of confidence. And, indeed, the ardour of the Goths
was not a little chilled when they saw the castle
above, and the tawny river before them. They
bivouacked between Monte Mario and the Tiber for
the night, postponing till the morrow the assault on
the bridge-fort. The night, however, brought gloomy
forebodings to other hearts than theirs. It seemed
to the garrison impossible that the bridge could be
effectually defended against that vast horde of men
whose camp-fires filled the plain. Twenty-two soldiers
of the Roman army, themselves of barbarian origin,
horsemen in the troop of Innocentius, went over to
the foes and informed them of the state of discourage-
ment which prevailed in the garrison. As night wore
on, the rest of the men on duty in the bridge-fort
deserted their post. They did not dare to show them-

.selves in Rome, but slunk away to Campania. When

day dawned the Goths marched without difficulty
through the empty guard-house, across the undefended
bridge, and now they stood on the eastern bank of
the Tiber with no natural obstacle between them and
Rome.

Little dreaming of the cowardice of the garrison,
Belisarius, who thought the barbarfins were still on
the other side of the river, sent 1000 picked horsemen
to the bridge-end to reconnoitre for a suitable camping- ‘
ground. They fell in with a party of the Gothic
horsemen who had just crossed the bridge, and an
equestrian battle followed. Then, says the historian,
Belisarius forgot foramoment the discretion which ought
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to be manifested by a general and by exposing himself Boox v.
like a common soldier brought the Imperial cause into o8
the extremest peril. Springing upon his charger he ; »"
hurried to the place whence the clash of arms was in the
heard, and was soon in the thickest of the fight. His
horse, a noble creature, which did everything that
a horse could do to carry its rider harmless through
the fray, was well known to all the army. Dark-roan?,
with a white star upon its forehead, it was called by
the Greeks Phalius? and by the barbarians in the
army Balan® The deserters knew the steed and his
rider, and strove to direct the weapons of the Goths
against them. ‘Balan! Balan! Aim for the horse
with the white star, was their eager exclamation.
The cry was caught up by the Goths, scarce one of
whom understood its meaning. But they knew that
the horse with the white star must carry some per-
sonage of importance : and ‘Balan! Balan!’ resounded
from a thousand Gothic throats through the confused
roar of the battle. All their bravest thronged to the
place, some with lances, some with swords, striving to
transfix or to hew down the horse and his rider. To
right, to left, Belisarius dealt his swashing blows. The
best men of his body-guard gathered round him, some
protecting his body and that of his horse with their
shields, others thrusting back the onset of the bar-
barians by impetuous counter-charges. It was a true
Homeric battle, in which all that was most martial in
the two armies was drawn to a single point, and on

1 dads.

? The Greek word for an animal with a white patch on its
forehead.

3 Ts this a Hunnish word, or {more probably) the equivalent of
Phalius on barbarian lips ?
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BOOK V. one group of fighting men rested the whole fortune of

%% the day. At length Roman arms and Roman discipline

%81 prevailed. After a thousand Gothic warriors of the

foremost rank and many of the bravest men of the

Roman general’s household had fallen, the barbarians

fled to their camp?, and Belisarius emerged absolutely
unwounded from the fray.

Soond When the fugitives reached the Gothic camp their

nearer comrades poured out in support of them. The Romans

" retreated to a hill near at hand, and here again a

battle of cavalry took place, in which the deeds of

greatest daring were wrought by a certain Valentine,

who served in the humble capacity of groom to the

son-in-law of Belisarius. Alone the brave menial

charged an advancing squadron of the Goths, and

Flight of rescued his comrades from imminent peril. The ad-

rialtroops. vance of the barbarians was, however, too strong to

be resisted, and at length the whole Roman army,

with Belisarius at their head, were in full flight to

the walls of the city. They reached the Pincian

Gate 2, which, from that memorable day, was long

afterwards known by the name of the Gate of Beli-

sarius. Down the sides of the fosse swarmed the

! Which must have been hastily pitched on the east bank of
the Tiber.

? The words of Procopius are, dugi ™y mAyv 3 Beligapla dvi-
paorae viv (De B, G. i. 18). We seem ® be forced, by the
language of Procopius in the 22nd chapter, to understand by this
the Pincian Gate, although Procopius is generally careful to speak
of that as a Wu)\f's, not a wiAy. [But probably the whole discussion
is caused by an error of the text. Three Vatican MSS,, one of
which, according to Comparetti, is the best of all the MSS.
hitherto collated, read du¢t Ty wiApw § Sadapla dvépaora. It
will be well, therefore, to read above ‘the Salarian’ for ‘the
Pincian Gate.’] .

-
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crowd of fugitives, but only to find to their despair BOOK V.
the folding doors of the Porta Pinciana obstinately "5
closed against them. The hoarse voice of Belisarius Thesglte
was heard, loudly and with threats calling to the g
sentinels to open the gate, but in vain. In that face, Belisarius.
all covered with sweat, and dust and gore, they did

not recognise, now that twilight was coming on, the
countenance of the general whom they had so often

seen serene in his hours of triumph : his voice they

could not distinguish through the din of the refluent

tide of war. Above all, the terrible rumour had
reached their ears, brought by the first fugitives from

the field, that Belisarius, after performing prodigies

of valour, had been left dead upon the plain. This
thought most of all unnerved them. They were left,

it seemed, without a general and without a plan, and

as they stooped forward from the round towers?! by

the gate, to see by the fading light how went the
fortune of the fight, they felt themselves to be doomed

men whose only chance of safety lay in keeping fast

the doors by which, if opened, Goth and Roman would

enter together.

This was the state of affairs, the Roman soldiers Belisarius
huddled together under the wall, so close to one the Goths.
another that they could hardly move, their comrades
above refusing to open the gates, the Goths just pre-
paring to rush down the fosse and make an exter-
minating charge, when the lost battle was retrieved
by the wise rashness of Belisarius, Collectmg his
men into a small but orderly army he faced round
and made a vigorous charge upon the pursuing Goths.

1 Still visible, though the gate itself is closed.
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BOOK V. Already thrown into disorder by the ardour of their
0= 5 pursuit, unable by the fading light to discern the
587 gmall number of their foes, and naturally concluding

that a new army was issuing from the gates of Rome
to attack them, the barbarians turned and fled. Beli-
sarius wisely pursued them but a short distance, re-
formed his ranks, and marched back in good order to
the gate, where he had now no difficulty in obtaining
an entrance.

Brave Thus did the battle, which had commenced at dawn

deeds of . .
Belisarius and lasted til] dark, end after all not disastrously for

and Ban- .

dularius, the Imperial troops. By universal consent the praise
of highest daring on that day was awarded to two
men, to Belisarius on the side of the Romans, and on
that of the barbarians to a man whom they called
Wisandus Bandalarius, meaning perhaps thereby Ban-
dalarius the Bison!. The latter was conspicuous in
the thickest of the fight round ‘Belisarius and the
dark-roan steed, and it was not till he had received
his thirteenth wound that he ceased from the combat.
His victorious comrades saw and passed on from what
they deemed to be the corpse of their champion ; but
three days after, when they came at their leisure to
bury their dead, a soldier thought he saw signs of life
in the body of Bandalarius and implored him to speak.
Hunger and a raging thirst prevented him from doing
more than make one gasping request for water. When
that was brought him consciousness fully returned,

! This is the guggestion of Mr. Henry Bradley, in a letter to the
¢ Academy,’ dated May 15, 1886. He thinks that the barbarian’s
name was probably Wandilaharis, and that the surname of Wisand,
the Bison, was given him for his impetuous courage. Gibbon’s ren-
dering of Bandalarius as = a standard-bearer, he pronounces to be
¢ linguistically impossible.’ ’
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and he was able to be cairied into the camp. He Book v.
lived after this many years, having achieved great o 5
glory among his countrymen by his prowess and his
narrow escape from death.

For Belisarius, not even yet were the labours and Belisa-
anxieties of this long day ended. He mustered the arrange-
soldiers and the greater part of the citizens upon the the night,
walls, and ordered them to kindle frequent fires along
their circuit and to watch the whole night through.

Then he went round the walls himself, arranging who

was to be responsible for the defence of each portion,

and especially which generals were to be on guard

at each of the gates. While he was thus engaged, Faiso
a messenger came in breathless haste from the Prae- £ Goths
nestine Gate! at the south-east of the city to say or ghe gate
that Bessas, who was commanding there, had learned "
that the enemy were pouring in by the Gate of St. Pan-
cratius 2 on the other side of the Tiber. Hearing this,

the officers round him besought him to save himself

and the army by marching out at some other gate.
Unshaken by these disastrous tidings, Belisarius calmly

said that he did not believe the report. A horseman,
despatched with all speed to the Trastevere, returned

with the welcome news that the enemy had not
been seen in that part of the city. Belisarius im-
proved the opportunity by issuing a general order that
under no circumstances, not even if he heard that

the Goths were inside the walls, was the officer en-
trusted with the defence of one gate to leave it in
order to carry assistance to another. Each one was

to attend to his own allotted portion of work and

537.

! Porta Maggiore. : .
* Still called Porta San Pancrazio.
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BOOK V. leave the care of the general defence to the commander-

=% in-chief.

T The earnest work of the defence was interrupted

arangue

by Wacis. by the comedy of a harangue from a Gothic chief
named Wacis, who, by order of Witigis, drew near
to the walls. With much vehemence he inveighed
against the faithlessness of the Romans, who had
betrayed their brave Gothic defenders and handed
themselves over, instead, to the guardianship of a
company of Greeks, men who had hitherto never been
heard of in Italy except as play-actors, mimics, or
vagabond sailors. Belisarius bade the men on the
walls to treat this tirade with silent contempt: and
in truth, after the deeds of that day, to revive the
taunts which had passed current for centuries against
Grecian effeminacy was an impertinence which refuted
itself. None the less, however, did the Roman citizens
marvel at and secretly condemn the calm confidence
of success, the absolute contempt for his foe which
was displayed on this occasion by Belisarius, so lately
a fugitive from the Gothic sword. He understood the
rules of the game, however, better than they, and
having repaired the error of the morning, knew that
no second opportunity of the same kind would be
afforded by him to the enemy.

g«klézalﬁ:s And now, at last, when the night was already far

first advanced, was the general, who, hadrfasted from early

refresh- . . o s .

ment.  mnorning, prevailed on by his wife and friends to take
some care for the refreshment of his body, hastily
snatching a simple meal.

ThoSiege This memorable day was the beginning of the First

O me

hegun.  Siege of Rome by the Ostrogoths, the longest and
one of the deadliest that the Eternal City has ever

<
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endured. It began in the early days of March 537, Book v.
and was not to end till a year and nine days later On-5_
in the March of 538! When morning dawned, the 37"
Goths, who entertained no doubt of an early success
against so large and helpless a city, proceeded to in-
trench themselves in seven camps, six on the eastern
and one on the western side of the Tiber. They did
not thus accomplish a perfect blockade of the city,
but they did obstruct, in a tolerably effectual manner,
eight out of its fourteen gates. As frequent reference Gates of
in the course of this history will be made to one or Rome.
other of these gates, it will be well to give a list of
them here, with their ancient and modern names,
printing those that were obstructed by the Goths in
italics.

To give some idea of the distance of one gate from
another the number of square towers between each
pair of gates is added on the authority of the Pilgrim
of Einsiedeln. The intervals between the towers
varied from 100 to 300 and even 400 feet, the wider
spaces being chiefly found on the west side of the
Tiber.

! Lord Mahon (Earl Stanhope), in his Life of Belisarius (p. 246),
endeavours to fix the date of the beginning of the siege to
March 12, He does this by assigning the vernal equinox
(March 21) for its close. The words of Procopius, however (ii. 186,
ed. Bonn), 76 pév odv &ros duepi Tporis éapwas v, seem to me too vague
to support this exact conclusion: and, on the other hand, his
statement that it began ‘at the outset of March’ (Mapriov icrapévov
1) moMwopkia xar dpxas yéyovev, p. 117), coupled with the general
course of the narrative which describes a large number of events
before ¢ the winter ended and the second year of the war’ (p. 154),
indicates a very early date in March for the beginning of the
siege. It does not seem possible to define it more accurately
than this, '
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Axcient Name, Moperxy NaMe. No. oF Towers.

~——~—- East bank of the Tiber :—

537.

1. Porta Flaminia . . . P. del Popolo.

2. Porta Salaria . . . . P.Salara. 5
3. Porta Nomentana near to P. Pia. :
4. Porta Tibwrtina . . . P. San Lorenzo. f;
5. Porta Praenestina & P. Maoai '
6. Porta Labicana } - £ ALaggtore. 26.
7. Porta Asinaria. near to P. San Giovanni.
8. Porta Metrovia (or Me-
tronia) . . . . . . Closed. 20
9. Porta Latina . . . . Closed. 12.
10. Porta Appia. . . . . P.San Sebastiano.
11. Porta Ostiensis . . . P. San Paolo. 35 to the Tiber.
West bank of the Tiber :— +
12. Porta Portuensis, near to P, Portese. 29
13. Porta Aurelia® (or Sancti )
Pancratii) . . . . . P.San Pancrazio. 24 to the Tiber.
14. Porta Cornelia (or Sancti Destroyed (oppo- 9
Petri) . . . . . . site Ponte S.
Angelo). 16
381,

Between the Flaminian and the Salarian gates stood
the semewhat smaller Porta Pinciana, now closed,
which was the scene of some hot encounters during
the siege. It is possible that Procopius may have
reckoned the Porta Pinciana as one of the fourteen

! There is some little confusion about ghe application of the
term Porta Aurelia. It seems eclear that Procopius uses it of
Gate No. 14, opposite the Tomb of Hadrian (Castle of S. Angelo),
and equally clear that both in earlier and in later times No. 13"
was known as Aurelia. Procopius knows the latter only by its
ecclesiastical name, Porta Sancti Pancratii. Either there were
two Portae Aureliae, or the memory of the historian, writing as
he did some thirteen years after his visit to Rome, has played him
false.
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gates belongmg to the whole circuit of the walls, and BOOK V.
one of the six gates on the eastern side of the Tiber o5
that were blocked by the enemy. In that case we
must treat the Labicana and Praenestina as one gate,
which their close proximity to one another justifies
us in doing. It seems more probable, however, that
Procopius, who is generally very careful to denote the
Pincian by the term gate-let (wvlis), and who informs
us that there were fourteen gates ‘besides certain
gate-lets !,” did not mean to reckon the Pmcmn among
the great gates of Rome.

- The total circuit of the walls of Aurelian and Total ex-
Honorius was about twelve miles. The space block- i e
aded by the Goths amounted probably to about two-

thirds of this circumference.

5317-

The camps of the barbarians were works of some Tho scven
solidity. Deep fosses were dug around them: the camps.
earth dug out of the fosse was piled on its inner face
so as to make a high rampart, and a fence of sharp
stakes was inserted therein. Altogether, as Pro-
copius says, these Gothic camps lacked none of the
defences of a regular castle. A careful observer
(Mr. Parker), who has had the advantage of several
years’ residence in Rome, considers that the traces of
all these camps are still visible. Without venturing
to pronounce an opinion on a question requiring such
minute local knowledge, it will not be amiss to place
before the reader the result of his investigations. In
any event the Gothic camps must have been near the
sites which he has assigned to them.

The first camp was placed  within a stone’s throw First
camp,

! "Exet pév mijs méhews & mepifolos s éwrd widas kal wvAidas Twds
(De B. G. i. 19).
VOL, IV. . K
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Seecond
camp.

Third
camp.

Fourth
and fifth
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of the Porta Flaminia (to the north-east), in the
grounds which formerly belonged to the villa of the
Domitii'” This camp was obviously required in order
to obstruct the great northern road of Rome and to
threaten the gate leading to it.

The second, probably the largest and most impor-
tant of all, was erected in what are now the gardens
of the Villa Borghese. The woods and shady coverts
of this, which is one of the most beautiful of the
parks surrounding the walls of Rome, make it now
very diffieylt to get a clear view of the ground and
to reconstruct in imagination the scene of so many
terrible eneounters. Still it is possible to behold the
quickly-rising ground on which the camp was plac'ed.
“The raised platform for the tents to stand upon’
(one of these tents was probably the royal pavilion of
Witigis) ¢and the cliffs around it are’ (says Mr. Parker)
‘very visible” Clearly seen from it were doubtless
the high walls of the ecity, the Pincian gate-let, and
the Pincian gardens surrounding the palace in which
Belisarius dwelt.

The third camp, ‘concealed from view by modern
walls,” says Parker, ‘lay on the left hand of the Via
Nomentana, about half-way (or rather less) to the
ancient church of ‘St. Agnes outside the walls.’

Rounding the sharp projecting angle of the Castra
Praetoria we come to two camps, the fourth and fifth,
one on the north and one on the south of the Via
Tiburtina. The fifth, says Parker, ‘is very near to
the great church and burial-ground of St. Laurence
outside the walls, from which the cliffs of it are
distinctly seen.” The fourth is apparently placed by

' Which, when Mr. Parker wrote, belonged to Mr. Esmeade.
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him only about a couple of hundred yards away near Book v
the Villa Santo Spirito. It may perhaps be doubted On- 5.
whether Parker is right in putting these two camps
80 near to one another.

The sixth, and last on this side of the river, is Sixth
placed about half-a-mile from the south-eastern corner "
of the walls along the Via Praenestina.

On the other side of the Tiber the Goths built Seventh
a camp to assure their hold upon the Milvian Bridge "
and to threaten the gates of St. Peter and St. Pan-
cratius. We are told that it was in the Campus
Neronis. It must have been therefore not far from
where the Vatican palace now stands: but after the
vast changes which the Popes, from the fifteenth
century onwards, have made in that region, it would
be futile now to look for its remains!. Marcias, who
had by this time arrived with the troops from Gaul,
tock the command of this trans-Tiberine camp. A
Gothic officer was placed in charge of each of the other
camps, Witigis having a general oversight of all on the
east of the Tiber and the particular oversight of one,
which, as has been before said, was probably that in
the Borghese gardens 2

On the Roman side Belisarius himself took the
command of the portion of the wall between the Pin-
cian gate-let and the Salarian gate; the part which
was considered least secure, and where the Roman
opportunities for a sally were the most inviting.

537-

! I venture to differ here from Mr. Parker, who places this
camp close to the Ponte Molle and just at the foot of Monte
Mario, where he thinks remains of it are still visible.

? Procopius is rather vague here: Tav 8 d\wv Odiriys spyeiro
iros adrds. "Apxwv yip v els kard xapdxwpa éxacrov (De B. G.
L 19).

K 2
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BOOKV The Praenestine Gate (Maggiore) was assigned to

-+~ _ Bessas, the Flaminia (P. del Popolo) to Constantine,

%7 The last-named gate was blocked up with large stones

(perhaps taken from the old wall of King Servius), so

that it might not be possible for traitors to open it to

the enemy. For, on account of the close proximity of

the first Gothic camp, a surprise at this gate was con-
sidered more probable than at any other.

The building of the seven camps of the barbarians
was a temporary expedient, and when the war was
over the traces of them, except for the eye of an
archaeologist, soon passed away. Not so,  however,
with the next operation resorted to by the Goths,
which may be said to have influenced the social life of
Rome, and through Rome the social life of the king-
doms of Western Europe, throughout the ten centuries
which we call the Middle Ages. This operation was
the cutting of the Aqueducts. A deed of such far-
reaching importance requires to be treated of in
a chapter by itself ; nor will the reader possibly object
to turn for a little space from the tale of barbarous
battle to the story of the wise forethought of ‘the
Romans of ancient days,’ the builders of the mighty
water-courses which fed the Eternal City.




CHAPTER VL

THE CUTTING OF THE AQUEDUCTS.

Authorities.
Sonrces :—

The chief autherity for the history of the Roman Aqueducts BOOK V.
is Suxtus JuLius FronTINUs (cir. A.D. 97) in his two books De _°% &
Aguaeductibus Urbis Romae. 1 have used chiefly Dederich’s

edition in the Bibliotheca Teubneriana (Leipzig, 1855).

Guides :—

The admirable monograph of the Commendatore . Lanciani,
¢ I;:p Acque e gli Acquedotti di Roma Antica’ (Rome, 1880) has
éu])erseded the treatise of Falrelti, valuable as that was in its day,
and will probably now be always the standard work of reference
on’ this subject. An English student may also express his
gratitude for the assistance afforded by J. II. Parker’s volume,
‘The Aqueducts’ (Oxford, 1876). The existing information on
the subject is well summarised by 1. Jordan, ‘Topogmphle der
Stadt Rom,’ i. 452—480.

THE least observant visitor to Rome is awed a,ndf&travel
er’s view

impressed by the ruins of the Aqueducts. As he of the
stands on the top of the Colosseum, or as he is carried of Rome,
swiftly past them on the railway to Naples, he sees
th_elr long arcades stretching away in endless perspec-
tive across the monotonous Campa,gna,, and, ignorant
perhaps of the valuable service which some of them
yeb render to the water-supply of Rome, he is only

to.}“lched and saddened by the sight of so much wasted

4
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- BOOK V. labour, by the ever-recurring thought of the nothingness

9% of man. But when he comes to enquire a little more
closely into the history of these wonderful structures,
he finds, not only that the ignorance of scientific
principles to which it was once the fashion to attribute
their origin, did not exist ; not only that the Popes of
later days have succeeded in restoring a few of them
so as to make them practically useful in quenching
the thirst of the modern Roman: but also that the
aqueducts have a curious and interesting -history of
their own whjch admirably illustrates the life and pro-
gress of the great Republic. As her fortunes mounted,
so the arches rose, higher and higher. As her dominion
extended, so those mighty filaments stretched further
and further up into the hills. Like a hand upon the
clock-face of Empire was the ever-rising level of the
water-supply of Rome.

Water- For four hundred and forty-two years, that is during

Ronhe: the whole period of the Kings and for the first two

fore the
aqueducts centuries of the Republic, the Romans were satisfied

worobullts with such water as they could obtain from the tawny

0312 TPiber; from the wells, of which there was a consider-
able number ; from the upspringing fountains, many of
which were the objects of a simple religious worship ;
and from the cisterns in which they collected the not
very abundant rain-fall.

Aemu, At length, in the year 312 B.c., When the Second
Samnite War was verging towards its successful con-
clusion, the great Censor Appius Claudius bestowed
upon Rome her first great road and her first aquieduct,

both known through all after ages by his name!. He

! Though Appius Claudius received the whole honour of the
work, Frontinus hints that he was not solely entitled to it. His
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.
R

went for his water-supply seven miles along the road Book v.

to Palestrina, to a spot now called La Rustica, about
half way between Rome and the hills, and hence, by
a circuitous underground channel more than eleven
miles long, he brought the water to the city. Not
till it got to the Porta Capena, one of the old gates of
the city on its southern side, did it emerge into the
light of day, and then it was carried along arches only
for the space of sixty paces. Thus, according to our
modern use of the term, it might be considered as
rather a conduit than an aqueduct. It has been
remarked upon as an interesting fact that Appius
Claudius, the first Roman author in verse and prose,
the first considerable student of Greek literature, was
also the first statesman to take thought for the water-
supply of Rome. And further, that he whose censor-
ship was marked by a singular coalition between the
haughtiest of the aristocracy and the lowest of the
commons, and who was suspected of aiming at the
tyranny by the aid of the latter class, carried the water
to that which was not only physically but socially one
of the lowest quarters of Rome, the humble dwellings
between the Aventine and the Caelian hills .

colleague in the Censorship, C. Plautius, obtained the surname
Venox by reason of his persistent search after wveins of water.
Finding that Appius was not taking his fuir share of this work he
resigned office, after he had held it eighteen months. Appius
availed himself of the discoveries of Venox, and by fair means or
foul clung to office till the aqueduct was finished.

! “When we remember,’ says Dr. Arnold (Hist. of Rome, ii.
289), ‘ that this part of Rome was particularly inhabited by the
poorest citizens, we may suspect that Appius wished to repay the
support which he had already received from them, or to purchase
its continuance for the time to come: but we shall feel un-
mixed pleasure in observing that the first Roman aqueduct was

Cu. 6.
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Book V. Forty years later, a much bolder enterprise in hy-
o % draulics was successfully attempted, when the stream
Yows  afterwards known as the Anio Vetus was brought
®C.27% into the city by a course of 43 miles, at a level
of 147 feet above the sea, or nearly 100 feet higher
than the Aqua Appia'l. The last public act of the
blind old Appius Claudius (the builder of the first
s.c. 280. aqueduct) had been to adjure the Roman Senate to
listen to no proposals of peace from King Pyrrhus so
long as a single Epirote soldier remained on the soil of
ncar2  Italy. Eight years later, when the war with Pyrrhus
%7 had been triumphantly concluded, Manius Curius,
the hero of that war, signalised his censorship by
beginning to build the second aqueduct, the spoils
won in battle from the King of Epirus furnishing the
pay of the workmen engaged in the ‘operation. He
died before the work was finished, and the glory of
completing it belonged to Fulvius Flaccus, created
with him ‘duumvir for bringing the water to Rome 2’
This time the hydraulic engineers went further
afield for the source of their supply. They looked

across the Campagna to the dim hills of Tivoli—

‘To the green steeps whence Anio leaps
In sheets of snow-white foam, —

and daringly determined to bring the river Anio him-
self, or at least a considerable portion of his waters, to
Rome. At a point about ten:miles above Tivoli, near

constructed for the benefit of the poor and of those who most
needed it.’

' Lanciani (p. 49) gives to the Anio Vetus at its entry into
Rome 45°40 metres, ‘di altezza assoluta.” To the Appia (p. 40)
15 metres. It is true that this is at the mouth of the Appia.’

? ‘Duumvir aquae perducendae.’ :
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the mountain of S. Cosimato, the river was tapped. Book v.
The water which was drawn from it was carried ———
through tunnels in the rock, and by a generally
subterranean course, till, after a journey as before
stated of forty-three miles, it entered Rome just at
the level of the ground, but at a point (the Porta
Maggiore) where that level was considerably higher
than the place where the Appian water crept into
the city.

Four generations passed before any further addition Mazoa,
was made to the water-supply of Rome. Then, after ™ **
the lapse of 128 years, the Marcian water, best of all
the potable waters of Rome, was introduced into the
city by the first aqueduct, in the common acceptation
of the term, the first channel carried visibly above
ground on arches over long reaches of country. Its
source was at thirty-eight miles from Rome in the
upper valley of the Anio, between Tivoli and Subiaco.

Here lay a tranquil pool of water emerging from
a natural grotto and of a deep green colour, whence
came the liquid treasure of the Marcia. The changes
in the conformation of the valley make it difficult to
identify the spot with certainty, but it is thought that
the furthest east of three springs known as the Acque
Serene is probably the famous Marcia. From a spot
close to this, the Marcia-Pia aqueduct, constructed by
a company in our own days, and named after Pope
Pius the Ninth, now brings water to the city. The
original Marcian aqueduct was built B.C. 144, two
years after the close of the Third Punic War, and the
work was entrusted by the Senate, not this time to
a Censor, but to the Praetor Urbanus, the highest
judicial officer in Rome, who bore the name of




BOOK V.,
Cn. 6.

TEPULA,
B.C. 125,
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Q. Marcius Rex. The aqueduct had a course of sixty-
one miles, for seven of which it was carried upon
arches, and it entered the city at 176 feet above the
sea-level. The cost of its construction was 180 million
sesterces , or nearly £1,600,000 sterling, and it carried
water into the lofty Capitol itself, not without some
opposition on the part of the Augurs, who, after an
inspection of the Sibylline books, averred that only
the water of the Anio, not that of any spring adjacent
to it, might be brought into the temple of Jupiter.

Only nineteen years had elapsed, but years of con-
tinued conquest, especially in the Spanish peninsula,
when in B.c. 125 another aqueduct, smaller, but at
a slightly higher level, was added to the water-
bringers of Rome. This was the Aqua Tepula,
thirteen miles in length, of which only six were
subterraneous, and entering Rome at a height of
184 feet above the sea-level. Servilius Caepio and
Longinus Ravilla were the Censors to whom the
execution of this work was entrusted. They resorted
to a new source of supply, not utilising this time
either springs or streams in the Anio wvalley, but
Jjourneying to the foot of the conical Alban Mount
(Monte Cavo), which rises to the south-east of Rome,
and there wooing the waters of the tepid ? springs
which bubbled up near the site of the modern village
of Grotta Ferrata.

Another century passed, the century which saw the

! ¢Legimus apud Fenestellam, in haee opera Marcio decretum
sestertium milies octingenties’ (Frontinus de Aquaeductibus, 7).

* This spring still shows a temperature of 61° (Fahrenheit)
when the atmosphere is only 46°. The neighbouring Julia is

only 50° at the same time. 8. Lanciani appears to accept the sug-
gestion that the name Tepula is derived from this circumstance.
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rise of Marius, Sulla, and the mighty Julius. Ab- BOOK V.
sorbed in foreign war and the factions of the Forum, .

Rome had no leisure for great works of industry, and Pt

did not even preserve in good condition those which aqueduct
she already possessed. At length in the year B.cC. 33,
three years before the battle of Actium, M. Vipsanius
Agrippa, the ablest of the ministers of Augustus,
bestirred himself on behalf of the water-supply of the
vastly expanded city. He restored the Appia, the
Anio Vetus, and the Marcia, which had fallen into
ruins, but he was not satisfied with mere reconstruction.
The same hand which gave the Pantheon and its ad-
joining baths to the citizens of Rome gave them also
two more aqueducts, the <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>